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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


10106 Cassiodorus Senator, Raymond Irwin. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (4) April 
1960, 111-116. Bibliog. 

Cassiodorus was a 6th cent. southern Italian who held most of the important 
offices of state, served a period of exile in Constantinople, and wrote many 
important works, mainly of a religious character. In the last years of his life 
he converted his ancestral home at Squillace into a monastic establishment 
which became known as the Vivarium. The two works which most interest 
librarians were written there : Institutiones and De Orthographia. These form a 
handbook for his works on the life, work and purpose of the establishment and 
a guide to the organisation of their libraries and scriptoria. They constitute a 
bibliographical encyclopedia. The writer describes Squillace (following Gissing’s 
By the Ionian sea) and the library and the work of those who made it : writers, 
translators, copiers, binders and users. The possible fate of the collection of 
books is considered. CanGr. 


10107 Early libraries in Quebec city and Montreal, Ian C. Wees. ALA 
Bull., 54 (4) April 1960, 303-308. IIllus., bibliog. 

Brief historical notes and discussion of any special subject appeal are given on 
some of the older libraries, excluding the religious libraries of the religious 
communities in the Province of Quebec. The libraries mentioned include the 
Séminaire de Québec (1663) the forerunner of Laval University library ; private 
libraries such as those of Philippe Boucher, Dupuy and Hocquart which were 
later to be found in the Bibliothéque Saint-Sulpice in Montreal ; the first public 
subscription library, the Quebec library (1779) ; the Literary and Historical 
Society of Quebec Library (1824) ; a free municipal library—Institut Canadien 
in Quebec (1848) ; Quebec Legislative Library (1867) ; the first Montreal public 
library (1796) ; the Fraser Institute (1885) ; the Mechanics Institute Library 
(1828) ; Montreal Y.M.C.A. Library (1873) ; and McGill University Library 
(1892). KJ.E. 


10108 The faith of a librarian, Ernest A. Savage. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (3) 
March 1960, 79-83. 

First article of faith : all knowledge should be open to all. Universal education 
and the practice of librarianship can help to bring about this ideal. Because 
neither is yet perfect the ideal remains unfulfilled. The second article of faith 
therefore declares that the librarian must be properly educated for his task and 
must possess managerial ability and the requisite professional skills. His know- 
ledge of books must be productive—it must make books productive by getting 
them to readers. Much breadth of knowledge can be gained from the study of 
subject histories. Libraries fail because they are not run as businesses : thrusting 
librarianship is required. It could come from a set-up entailing a national 
lending library service, based on huge subject libraries and depending on its 
own stocks, staffed by experts, working with a system of local libraries (in even 
the smallest villages) which were managed by men out to get business, men who 


' would venture outside their libraries to reach their public. C.AsCr. 
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10109 Bibliomins ; or, vitaminic analysis of books and human know- 
ledge, Habib Salama. Lib. World (Egypt), 2 (2) March-April 1960, 63-68, 


Argues in detail the very close parallelism between the way in which the body 
grows and reacts to food and the way in which the mind is hungry for and 
feeds on books and knowledge. Bibliology deals with the nutritional con- 
stituents of books ; bibliomins are the essential and most valuable elements in 
any reading, hearing or seeing materials. Four principal aspects are studied ; 
(i) the variety of articles used ; (ii) their synthesis, ie. the raw materials, the 
prepared materials, ways of presentation, reasons for consuming : (a) to build 
the mind ; (b) to keep it warm, lively and able to contend ; (c) to keep it quietly | 
functioning normally ; and (iii) their analysis and (iv) influence on the human 
being. The characteristics of the three bibliomins so far discovered are ; 
Bib.K. is dominant in materials that depend mainly upon mere facts ; Bib.I. in 
materials that depend mainly upon true emotions ; Bib.R. in materials that | 
depend mainly upon lively images. Wrong methods of preparation effect the | 
bibliomins such that they deteriorate or become toxic, e.g. twisted facts, false } 
emotions, or exaggerated images. An understanding of the dosages to be given 
leads to bibliotherapy, which has in fact been recognised in the hospital library. | 
In future, the bibliologist must understand both the physical and the mental 
make-up of people, be able to give advice regarding ideas as well as print, be 
familiar with the best thought and use it precisely—perhaps with the aid of an 
intellectual measuring device, the bibliometer. W. j 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 
10110 Unesco’s future programme in the field of libraries, Vittorino 
Veronese. Libri, 10 (1) 1960, 1-9. : 

The Director-General of Unesco describes his proposals for 1961-1962 to be 
submitted for approval to the Unesco General Conference at the end of 1960. 
The pilot project at Delhi will be developed as an in-service training centre for 
librarians, and 25 other countries will be helped. An international meeting of 
experts will discuss standards for university libraries. Publications will includ 
a brochure for untrained workers running small rural libraries, a manual on 
library operations for assistants and the first of a series of technical outlines on 
specific problems such as furniture, lighting or non-book material classification } 
Lists of subject headings, cataloguing rules and classification systems will be 
translated into languages in which they are not yet available. Grants to IFLA} 
FID and the International Council on Archives will be increased. A new 
committee will advise on problems in bibliography, documentation and ex 
change of publications, and studies will be made. The Monthly bulletin a 
bibliography, documentation and terminology will replace the Bibliographical newslette 
and the Monthly bulletin on scientific documentation and terminology. The Vocabw 
larium bibliothecarii will be revised, and the bibliographies of social sciencs 
improved to cover more, better selected subjectsand to give details of repro 
duction services available in libraries. Bibliographical services and documents} 
tion centres will be aided. The mobile microfilm unit will continue to copy 
documents and mss. in Latin America in 1961, and in Arabic-speaking countris 
in 1962. The Handbook on the international exchange of publications will be revised 
in 1961. The Bulletin for libraries will be enlarged and issued six times a yeat 
Natural science documentation will be investigated in co-operation with othe 
UN agencies. With the International Federation of Computer Societies Unesc 
will encourage better techniques for collecting, classifying and retrieving sciet™ 
tific information. DJ.S. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 95 


10111 I.F.L.A. and its problems, L. R. McColvin. Librarian, 48 (9) 
November 1959, 177-180. 


Brief history of the federation and its growth. Author gives five points to 
justify the existence of such an organisation, discusses its purposes, advantages 
and disadvantages, and its method of operation. One of the fundamental 
difficulties is held to be in committee where no member is named and all respon- 
sibility vested in the chairman. Various sections of the association are noted and 
their terms of reference. Official announcements made through the Danish 
journal Libri, is unsatisfactory due to limited circulation. Its own periodical is 
advocated. Of its problems, those of lack of interest and lack of financial 
support stand out, but despite these, a bright future is foreseen. D.P.W. 


10112 Die AIBM, ihre Landergruppe in der DDR, und der fiinfte 
Kongress in Cambridge [The AIBM, its regional group in the GDR, and 
the fifth congress in Cambridge] Karl-Heinz Kohler. Z. f. Bib., 73 (5) 
December 1959, 434-441. 


The AIBM (Association Internationale des Bibliothéques Musicales) ([AML) 
came into being in 1950 as a result of an international congress of music libraries 
held the previous year at the Accademia Luigi Cherubini in Florence. It has 
established standing committees on cataloguing, record libraries, learned music 
libraries, public music libraries, and broadcasting libraries. It has published 
periodicals, a new dictionary of sources (Répertoire internationale des sources 
musicales), an international code for the cataloguing of music, and a selective 
international list of the most important publications on the theory and practice 
of music (Liste sélective internationale). The German National Library (Berlin), 
the German Library (Leipzig), the Music Library of Leipzig, and the state libraries 
in Dresden, Schwerin and Weimar have taken an active part from the beginning 
in the affairs of the AIBM. The East German regional group was formed in 
1959, having as its aims all activities that could possibly develop music libraries 
and musical bibliographies in the national and international fields. It sent a 
delegation to take part in the Cambridge congress of July 1959. At this congress, 
Professor Westrup (Oxford) gave a paper on practical musicology, Hyatt King 
of the British Museum pressed for the writing of a history of music librarianship, 
and Dr. Voetterle of the Baerenreiter publishing company spoke on the problems 
of musical bibliography, and the need for co-operation between publisher and 
librarian. The main part of the congress was devoted to the study by special 
groups of delegates of the following questions : (i) technical problems of the 
handling of music in libraries ; (ii) history and organisation of music libraries ; 
(iii) the precise meaning of certain technical terms in musical bibliography ; 
(iv) problems of the record collection. D.S.R. 


10113 Poimintoja Suomen Kirjastoseuran toiminnasta vuosilta 1910- 
1914 [Activities of the Finnish Library Association during the years 1910-1914]. 
V. Niskanen. Kirjastolehti, 53 (3) 1960, 60-63. 


At the end of the last century, there was in Finland a lively interest among 
the student youth to found and support public libraries. Many of the founders 
of the Finnish Library Association also belonged to the student bodies. After 
the then existing but almost inactive Association of Librarians had set up a 
committee to revise its rules and to make proposals for the new national library 
5 aw. the Finnish Library Association was founded in 1910. Its first president 
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was J. A. Kemilainen and its first secretary V. Niskanen. According to the rules, 
which the Senate approved in 1912, the purpose of the association is to promote 
co-operation among persons interested in library work, to arrange discussions, 
meetings and study courses, to publish a journal and in other ways work for 
public libraries and for qualification of librarians. Kirjastolehti (The Library 
Journal) was important as a professional publication and communication medium, 
in which propaganda for libraries could be made. To make library work 
known, decision was made to celebrate yearly a special Library Day on Oct. 10th. 
Several courses were arranged and talks and lectures given. The number of the 
members of the Association at the end of 1910 was 204, increasing to 1,112 in 
1913. H.K. 


10114. Toivomuksia Suomen Kirjastoseuralle [Suggestions to the 
Finnish Library Association]. Kirjastolehti, 53 (3) 1960, 90-98. 

An inquiry sent to library inspectors and some members of the board of 
directors of libraries to find out what should be done in the library world. The 
following points were stressed : a new publication describing library buildings 
is needed, bookmobiles are better than branch libraries in rural areas, better 
co-operation is needed between teachers, adult education workers and librarians. 











| 


OT a 


It was conspicuous that most of the answers emphasized that more attention | 


should be paid to well-planned information work among the public, that 
librarians ought to know public relations work better and to understand the 
significance of publicity programme in the present community. H.K. 


10115 Jahresbericht des Verbandsvorsitzenden Dr. Bayer iiber die 


Arbeit des Verbandes der Bibliotheken des Landes Nordrhein- 
Westfalen [Annual report of the President Dr. Bayer on the work of the 
Library Association of North Rhine-Westphalia] Méitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein- 
Westfalen) 10 (1) 1960, 6-15. 


Some of the public libraries participating in the subject specialization scheme 
have been publishing lists of accessions in their subjects. The Association will 
centralize this work from this year on and publish a complete annual list in all 
subjects covered. This will facilitate inter-library borrowing. The scheme for 
specialization in arts literature has been worked out and accepted by libraries 
from the beginning of 1959. A memorandum on a subsidy for these schemes 
has been submitted to the Ministry of Education. The Ministry has sought the 
help of the Association in allocating the increased state subsidy which will now 
be paid also to large city libraries. Recommendations have been published on 
education libraries. The question of rebates on the purchase price of books has 
come up and the Association is striving to maintain the old rights. The catalogu- 
ing committee is now considering the opinions sent in by experts on the draft 
rules. The classification scheme published in 1956 has proved popular and it is 
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hoped to provide a complete index to it. The current problem in professional | 


education is to get a training scheme for technical librarians accepted and put 
into force. The Association is working hard on salary scales for diploma 
librarians. An agreement has been drawn up with the German Public L.A. 


libraries have been standardized at 1 DM. per 1,000 population. R.C. 


concerning members in North Rhine-Westphalia. The contributions of public [ 


















als 








les, 
ote f 
ons, | 
for 
rary 
um, 
‘ork j 
Oth. } 
‘the | 


2 ia | 
c. 

{ 
the 


The 
lings 
etter 
jans. 
ition 

that 
1 the 
Kk. 2 


The | 


- die 
1ein- 
f the 


hein- 


heme 
1 will 
in all 
1e for 
raries 
1emes 





ht the 
| now 
ed on 
ks has 


logu- 


- draft i 


di it is 
sional | 
id put 
ploma 
> L.A. 
public 
A.C. 
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10116 The Fighting Fifties : an informal review of the Association’s 
activities during 1950-59, D. D. Haslam. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (1) January 1960, 
2-10. 


A review of the progress in the major activities of the Library Association in 
general and in those membership services which are of continuing and personal 
interest and importance to individual members. Public relations, examinations, 
salaries and conditions of service, exchanges and internships are such personal 
concerns. The development of the L.A. Library and Information Department 
and the progress of library research, public library re-organization, national 
library affairs, the Association’s publications programme all receive attention. 
Full references are made to official statements of policy, etc. C.A.Cr. 


10117 Philosophical concepts of professional organization, Frank A. 
Lundy. Coll. and Res. Libs., 20 (6) November 1959, 487-495. 


A plea for a strong, national association of college and university librarians in 
the USA. At present the efforts of these librarians are dissipated throughout 
the ALA. The Association of Research Libraries is for institutions only, and 
membership is limited in any event ; it is therefore not sufficiently broadly 
based. The Universities Section of ACRL has done good work but is in danger 
of going out of existence under the new plans for reorganization within ALA. 

B.A. 


PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION and STAFF 


10118 Library education and professional competence, Wilfred J. 
Plumbe. Lib. J., 85 (9) May 1 1960, 1739-42. Photo. 


Factors determining a librarian’s competence are: (i) personal qualities, 
e.g. intelligence, perseverance, personality, adaptability ; (ii) the quality, kind 
and extent of his experience ; (iii) standard of his general education ; (iv) a 
reputable professional qualification. Librarians need a wide subject background, 
and a normal degree course in Britain or America is a useful but inadequate 
preparation for general librarianship, while the value of a higher degree resides 
almost exclusively in the graduate’s subject field. Professional qualifications 
also vary in quality. All four factors mentioned, and not merely education, 
must be appraised in considering professional competence. 


10119 A difficult equation, R. C. Benge. Lib. J., 85 (9) May 1 1960, 
1745-47. Port. 


Difficulties which make an accurate comparison of British qualifications in 
librarianship with those in other countries impossible are the difference of the 
British system of professional education, especially the fact that British library 
schools do not offer their own diplomas, so that the qualifying examinations is 
the important factor, rather than the courses provided. The evidence for a com- 
parison of library education in Britain with that in Canada and the USA is not 
at present available. Although in theory a post-graduate qualification is superior 
to a non-graduate qualification, other factors must be borne in mind, i.e. (i) 
standards vary from one college to another ; (ii) the lower standard of degrees 
in Canada and the USA ; (iii) British library school courses invariably go 
beyond the limits of the L.A. examination syllabus ; (iv) published details of 
Canadian and U.S. courses are equally misleading ; (v) British students normally 
have several years’ experience of library work. G.E.H. 
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10120 Canadian library education and certification, Edmond E. 
Desrochers. ALA Bull., 54 (4) April 1960, 310-312. Port. 


Library education officially began in 1904 with a course by McGill University. 
It was continued by Toronto University in 1919, University of Montreal in 1937, 
The Mount Saint Vincent Library School in 1938 and the University of Ottawa 
in the same year. Summer sessions have been given in other places, including 
Vancouver and Prince Edward Island. All library courses are graduate ones, 
giving the B.L.S. after one year. Toronto, Ottawa and McGill universities 
offer an M.L.S. Educational problems include : (i) further provision of library 
schools, especially in the Western and Maritime provinces ; (ii) facilities for 
more part-time and extension courses ; (iii) library courses for teachers ; (iv) 
equating of foreign library standards with Canadian education. In 1958, the 
Ontario librarians formed the Institute of Professional Librarians to : (i) promote 
the cause of library service ; (ii) raise standards through the promotion of library 
education ; (iii) promote the prestige and welfare of librarians ; (iv) co-operate 
with other organisations having similar objectives. 215 membership applications 
were approved in 1958-59, and although legal certification is only established in 
Ontario and British Columbia, other provinces are watching the Ontario scheme 
with very close interest. K,J.E. 


10121 Canadian libraries and problems of staff recruitment : further 
comments. Lib. Rev. (133) Spring 1960, 321-330. 


The subject of staff recruitment in Canadian libraries has been discussed at 
length by earlier writers (LSA 9554-59). Here further views are advanced. 
Mr. B. A. Ower, Librarian, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, considers the problem 
of equating British and Canadian library qualifications, and Miss Freda F. Waldon, 
Librarian, Hamilton, also comments on the question of qualifications. Mr. Eric 
Moon, editor, Library Journal, looks at these contributions from the British 
librarian’s point of view. Miss Dorothy McNaughton, Secretary to the Institute 
of Professional Librarians, Ontario Library Association, quotes an official state- 
ment on staffing from the institute she represents, and this in turn is the subject 









a 


— 


of a brief note from an anonymous contributor. Finally Mr. W. B. Paton, ; 
Honorary Secretary of the Library Association, deals in detail with Mr. Ower’s | 


letter. C.P.A. 


10122 Vorbereitungsstunden fiir Bibliothekare [Study periods for 
librarians] Werner A. Kleye. Kulturarbeit, 12 (4) 1960, 78-80. 


To do his job properly the librarian must know the inside of books, whether 
it is for book selection, cataloguing and classifying, or advising readers. He 
can best acquire this knowledge by systematic study. For this he has no time 
in working hours in the library where he is constantly being interrupted. His 
own home is the best place for it. The fact that librarians need such study is 
recognised by the Federal regulations governing salaries but it should be included 
in the work time allowed at home. Ifa check on the work is required it could be 
provided in the form of written book reviews. Ultimately the employer is 
responsible if a librarian cannot keep up-to-date with his subject but it is difficult 
to convince the authorities of this. An allowance of twelve hours a week — 
be given in the regulations for home study. 
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10123 Public library education - 2, Robert S$. Walker. Pharos, 8 (1) 1960, 
15-18. 


(See LSA 9881). The syllabus for professional education for librarians in 
Britain organised by the Library Association is criticised as being unrealistic and 
placing too much emphasis on techniques and exaggeration of the amount of 
general bibliographical information needed by a practising librarian. This only 
creates a cynical and disillusioned body of students. Matters may be improved 
when public librarianship has clearly defined objectives, differentiates between 
professional and non-professional work, and ceases to chase issues whilst pre- 
tending to higher things. A syllabus for public librarianship is outlined, spread 
over 21 months and including four months practical experience in libraries. It 
includes study of book production and distribution, history of civilisation, 
language and communication, education, psychology, reading and surveys, as 
well as subjects in the existing syllabus. 


10124 Survival and prosperity of a nation: a plea for purposive 
reading, influenced by libraries and librarians, C. G. Viswanathan. 
Ind. Lib., 14 (2) September 1959, 73-76. 


Political freedom and economic independence are not the only yardsticks by 
which a nation’s well-being or state of development may be measured. A 
certain degree of culture and of moral rectitude has to be attained. Education 
is necessary to provide these two desirable attributes and at the root of the whole 
problem lie the twin aptitudes : reading and writing. India’s gigantic efforts 
to wipe out illiteracy will result in more and more people reading more and more 
books. What sort of books will they read ? It is the mission in life and the 
duty of librarians to guide readers amongst the huge output of books and similar 
matter. So much is dross, worthless and even harmful, that selection of books 
and periodicals of the right kind is a vital job. This job can only be satisfactorily 
done by trained and qualified librarians. Here the library schools have the prime 
responsibility and should examine their functions and define their objectives 
clearly if they are going to contribute anything of value to the nation. In 
viewing their aims they must not overlook the importance of teaching the 
techniques of the profession so that the mass of literature in existence and yet to 
come—especially in science and technology—may be organised. C.A.Cr. 


10125 Course of training for documentalist, S. R. Ranganathan. Annals 
of Lib. Sci., 6 (3) September 1959, 92-97. 


A syllabus is outlined for the training of a person, with a post-graduate degree, 
as a documentalist, leading to M.Lib.Sc. degree. The course is spread over 
instruction in six subjects and two projects to be carried out during the year of 
training. The six subjects are, the universe of knowledge, its development and 
structure; library classification, theory and practical; library catalogue ; 
documentation and business library system ; a report on a literature survey and 
a documentation project are the two suggested projects. The confusion caused 
by a historical accident in some countries is pointed out and two different con- 
notations of the term ‘information service’. The separation of the courses for 
documentalist and for information officer is recommended, and the placing of 
documentalist within the area of library science. C.A.Cr. 
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10126 Ausbildung von Dokumentalisten und Nutzern der Dokumen- 
tation [Training for documentalists and users of documentation] Zygmunt 
Majewski. Dokumentation, 7 (1) February 1960, 13-20. References. 


Describes Polish training schemes for two kinds of documentalists : (a) the 
diploma documentalist who is a specialist in a technical subject, e.g. holds the 
equivalent of a Higher National Certificate in metallurgy, and (b) the technical 
documentalist. The diploma documentalist should have a wide knowledge of 
his subject and the sources of information relating to it, read at least two foreign 
languages, be a good psychologist and teacher, get on well with people, be a 
good organizer and have enough practical ability to make use of automatic 
information retrieval systems. The training course should include the following 
subjects : National and international organization of information work, sources 
of information, written, printed and published, editing, standards, collection of 
documents, classification, use of index cards and mechanical selection devices, 
research, e.g. the use of abstracts and bibliographies, finding direct information, 
e.g. by personal contact, discussions and conferences, reproduction processes. 
This course should either be taken after the subject course or at the same time 
or by post for those already engaged in information work. The first method 
is recommended. Examples of similar courses at the Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, Cleveland, and the High School for Electro-Technics at Ilmenau are 
also given. The training of the technical documentalist is simpler and more 
practical. The syllabus for the first year, lasting 30 weeks is as follows : 5 hours 
each week are devoted to general aspects of documentation, 3 hours to library 
administration, 2 to bibliography, 2 to printed books and periodicals, 4 to 
selected problems in technology, 2 to political economy, 2 to economic geography, 
2 to office administration. In the second year, in addition to general docu- 
mentation, library administration, selected problems in technology and political 
economy, the following subjects are studied : reproduction processes, mechanical 
information retrieval, factory organization, law, German, Russian and English. 
Two hours weekly are devoted to sport. It is suggested that training in finding 
and using information should begin at school as it does in the Soviet Union. 
In Poland a 2-year course is given in factory administration and management, 
10 hours of which are devoted to scientific and technical documentation, although 
it is probable that a more detailed course will soon be given. The syllabus is as 
follows : The importance of technical documentation—much stress is laid on 
original publications, personal contact, the exchange of personal experience, 
conferences and visits. Principles of classification, library organization from the 
point of view of the user, e.g. use of catalogues and bibliographies, finding 
information from index cards, literature searching, the use of bulletins, abstracts 
and secondary sources such as photocopies, the role and use of written sources 
of information, consultancy, technical advice, films, even museums, library 
organization in Poland, organization of scientific and technical information 
services and how to use them, international co-operation in information work. 

D.A.H. 


10127 Biblioteconomia [Library Science] Jorge Peixoto. Arquivo Bib. Port., 
5 (17-18) January-June 1959, 50-52. 

After some observations on the rudimentary state of library science in Portugal 
and the general lack of uniformity of practice, the writer reviews the book 
Biblioteconomia, by Antonio Cruz (Oporto, Tavares Martins, 1959. 240p.). 
This is one of the very few works on library science written in Portuguese by a 
qualified librarian. The author is director of the Municipal Library of Oporto 
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and holds the diploma of Librarianship of the University of Coimbra. The full 
title of the book is Biblioteconomia, elementary notions, with summaries of 
UDC. The author’s aim is the achieving of uniformity of practice and the 
establishment of logical, scientific principles of procedure. He considers the 
present volume only as notes towards a future manual. The work is in two main 
parts : (i) Principles, installations, funds, operations, cataloguing, classification 
and library services. (ii) Summaries of the systematic tables of UDC and an 
explanation of the FID. The author follows the rules of classification laid down 
in the University of Coimbra and used in Oporto. These are not identical with 
those used in the National Library in Lisbon. The reviewer speculates as to 
which system is the more likely to be adopted for general use. The book has 
made a considerable impact on the librarians of Portugal and was reviewed at 
some length on the Portuguese Radio, April 5th 1960. CDB. 


10128 Theory and technique in library education, Jesse H. Shera. Lib. J., 
85 (9) May 1, 1960, 1736-39. Port. 


Professional education is paradoxical, for it is at once important and trivial ; 
it must combine the theoretical and the practical, the philosophical and the 
technological, and the development of the intellect with a thorough practical 
training. Library education in America was founded by practitioners, whose 
ends were immediate and practical, and the emphasis on vocationalism has 
remained to this day. In America today knowledge is valued primarily for its 
utility, and education offering only intellectual satisfaction is often difficult to 
justify,but this is only partly responsible for the state of education for librarian- 
ship. There has been no attempt to erect a theoretical frame of reference for 
the profession, and because of the emphasis on the technology of librarianship, 
librarians have been unable to raise their activities to the level of a true profession. 
Librarianship is the management of human knowledge, and potentially the 
most deeply philosophical of all professions. Education for librarianship 
should aim at training the intellect in matters pertaining to human knowledge, 
and its goal should be the achievement of the highest wisdom in promoting the 
use of knowledge for the benefit of mankind. ; 


10129 Doctoral study in librarianship in the United States, J. Periam 
Danton. Coll. and Res. Libs., 20 (6) November 1959, 435-453, 458. References, 
tables. 


The first programme for doctoral study in librarianship in the USA was 
instituted in the academic year 1928-29. In the year 1959-60 seven U.S. schools 
will have doctoral programmes ; 129 degrees have so far been awarded. A very 
brief historical note is followed by a seven-part study of the current status of 
doctoral studies and the objectives, programmes and accomplishments of the 
various schools : (i) Quantitative-qualitative analysis of dissertations by 
institution, subject and period ; (ii) present objectives of the schools’ doctoral 
programmes ; (iii) principal fields now embraced in these programmes ; (iv) 
factors preventing the schools from fully attaining the objectives ; (v) the with- 
drawal rate of students and the time factor ; (vi) positions currently held by 
holders of doctorates ; (vii) the contribution made to the profession by doctoral 
study, and an estimation of ways in which and the extent to which study has not 
achieved its fullest potential. An alphabetical list by author of the 129 dis- 
sertations is given. B.A. 
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10130 Graduate studies related to library service accepted by institu- } “ 
tions of higher education in the Southeast, compiled by the Historical rs 
Committee of the Southeastern Library Association. Southeastern Librarian, 10 | 
(1) Spring 1960, 12-44. is 

A list of 595 theses submitted from 1916 to 1958 arranged in broad subject cl 
divisions and including topics marginal to library science, e.g. bio-bibliography. of 
No evaluation or annotation of the theses listed is attempted. G.L.H. i: 


10131 Split-mind and reference service, R. L. Mittal. Ind. Lib., 14 (2) { te 
September 1959, 70-72. 


The concept of split-mind in library technology differs from that in the field A 
of psychology in that possession of the faculty to carry more than one thing in | 
the mind at one time is valuable and praiseworthy and to be encouraged in | 
librarians. An alert and associative mind is necessary—one which has a retentive 
memory which permits recall at any suitable moment of unsolved problems, 
problems for which the information newly available can possibly find a solution. 
Temporary relegation of unanswered enquiries or uncompleted research projects 
to the back of the mind are time-saving. Librarians can save many man-hours 
of the nation’s research and industrial time if they have this capacity. They 
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should be selected by interviewing bodies who are aware of this and who will lib 
seek those candidates who are suitably endowed. Psychological tests could be p Fu 
applied to sort the sheep from the goats. C.A.Cr. | ye 

( 
10132 Communication in the library, Jane Forgotson. Wilson Lib. Bull. * 


34 (6) February 1960, 425-428. Ede 
Communication impels members of an organisation to exchange ideas and yy 
words via a network of goodwill relationships. It is essential in libraries as in | gig 
other organised communities. Ideas and information should flow upwards as F e¢t: 
well as downwards and also horizontally between colleagues. Staff morale is | 
boosted and the ‘grapevine’ withers when good communication exists. Mutual [ 
faith and respect must be present if co-operation is fully to be achieved. Ex- 
amples of necessary communication are: honest information about his job to a 
potential employee ; daily passage of information to all staff ; encouragement 
by the ‘top men’ (by being accessible) of communication from lower down the | 
scale ; establishment of committees which really can act; interviewing of ser: 
departing staff (to ascertain their real reasons for leaving and their real views of | ind 
the organisation which they are leaving). The security and self-respect of the © am 


an 
per 


staff will be reflected in loyalty, co-operation and nigh morale. C.A.Cr. ff Slag 
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10133 Libraries of China, A. Rafikov. Bibliotekar’, (9) 1959, 47-51. Illus. 104 
[translated in L.L.U. Translations Bull., 2 (3),-March 1960, 176-189]. Cz 
A delegation of Russian librarians, including the author, visited 20 libraries of } 7-2 
various types in Peking, Nanking and Shanghai in December 1958. An / ¢ 
enormous amount of expansion has taken place since the formation of the g wh 
Chinese People’s Republic, and public libraries are now maintained in every (def 
town by the Ministry of Culture. Most libraries have author, title and classified ~ 
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catalogues ; occasionally there is a subject index. As a rule literature is grouped 
according to its language in each catalogue. Various classification schemes are 
in use : some non-academic libraries use a scheme devised by the Academy of 
Sciences of China, in public libraries a scheme devised by the Ministry of Culture 
is in use, while other libraries apply UDC (with modifications) or the Soviet 
classification. The development of a single scheme is an important task ahead 
of Chinese librarians. In public and some scientific libraries there are large 
open-access stocks ; in special scientific libraries readers are admitted to the 
stacks. Book selection for the large scientific libraries is co-ordinated by a 
ten-man Council of Scientific Libraries, which is also responsible for publication 
of union catalogues. A centralised international book exchange scheme is an 
important function organised by the Peking State Library and the Library of the 
Academy of Sciences. These two libraries, Nanking Provincial Library and 
Shanghai City Library are described in detail. 


10134 Tjeckoslovakiska biblioteksintryck [Impressions from Czech 
libraries] Lars Tynell. Biblioteksbladet, 45 (4) 1960, 291-296. Photos. 


The central institution in the library system of Czechoslovakia is the State L: 
in Prague. First of all, it is the topmost organization of six among the special 
libraries there, the core of which is the U.L., the oldest general library of central 
Europe, dating back io the 14th cent. It has miraculously survived wars and 
Nazi occupation. In 1945-1946, its holdings increased by 28° to 1.6m. vols. 
and its circulation p.a. by 243°/ to 430,000. The cultural policy of the present 
administration may be traced in many new projects begun in recent years. Thus, 
a system of differentiating readers into three classes has been introduced. Service 
depends on whether readers are members of the central committee of the com- 
munist party, students, or ordinary citizens. Another characteristic is the 
significance attached to descriptive selected bibliographies. The work of 
establishing a national library was begun in 1786 by Karl Rafael Ungar. Recently 
this work has been turned over from the U.L. to the National L., founded in 1925. 
This library collects items of the entire Czech book production and also trans- 
lations published abroad of the works of Czech writers. German writers 
working in Czechoslovakia are also included and, consequently, the library has 
an important Kafka collection. The national bibliography is another task 
performed by the National L. Since 1950, it is being published in two parallel 
series, one covering Czech titles and the other Slovak titles. The periodicals’ 
index, started in 1953, and listing about 60,000 titles p.a. and a “L.S.A.” are 
among the responsibilities of this library. Other important libraries are the 
Slavonic L. and the Central L. of Technology. The P.L. of Prague has a book 
stock of about 1.1m. vols. and total lending in 1958 was 3.76m. vols. The 
system has 26 children’s departments and three young people’s departments. 
It is obvious to a visitor that books have a central position in the everyday life of 
the population. LY 


10135 Das neue tschechoslowakische Bibliotheksgesetz [The new 
Czechoslovakian library law] Franz Mestitz. Z. f. Bib., 74 (1) April 1960, 
7-28. References. 


On the 9th July 1959 the National Assembly of Czechoslovakia passed a law 
which is to govern a unified system of all types of libraries in such matters as 


| definition of purpose ; co-operation ; the tasks and organisation of the National 


c 
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Library ; the establishment, tasks, administration and government of organisa- \ 
tionally independent libraries ; the organisation of the central and Slovakian { 1 


The basic principles of the new law are : (i) that all libraries are committed, not 
only to the spreading of knowledge, but also to the development of political and 


library advisory services; and the professional qualifications of librarians, 


social consciousness ; (ii) that all activity in libraries should be related to the ( 
needs of the reader ; and (iii) that the librarian has an educational function, and } 


should therefore have both subject qualifications and political knowledge. | 
Since the law of 1919, which made it compulsory for all municipalities to provide | 


will provide a foundation for the new unified service ; and the National Library 
is to be its centre. On the other hand, the law does not attempt to govern 
directly the administration of specialised libraries. These remain decentralized, 
and responsible to the local authorities, though the Ministry of Education 
exercises a general supervision of all libraries in their educational aspect. 


D.S.R. 


a library service, an excellent network of public libraries has grown up. These | 


} 


I 


10136 Bibliothéques Danoises [Danish Libraries] Cahiers de doc., 13 (4) 
April 1959, 45-48. 


(i) Royal Library (f. mid-17th c.), now the national library. It has had legal | 
deposit since 1929. 1m. books, 4,000 incunables, 50,000 mss. Among the | 
Icelandic mss. are : Book of Flate, and the unique Codex Regius of the Edda. ; 
The oriental mss. collection is renowned ; most of them were brought from the | 
Indies by famous Danish philologists of the 19th c., Rasmus Rask and N. L. } 
Westergaard. Also there are mss. in Pali, old Iranian (e.g. texts of Zend Avesta), 
and Mongolian. There is a very rare collection from Tibet. In 1932 the 
Library received an incomparable collection of Israeli literature. (ii) University 
Library (f. 1482). Destroyed in 1782 by fire. In 1861 a new building was 
erected. In 1930 it became administratively separate from the University. In 
1938 it divided into two sections—the sciences going into a new building. The 
non-scientific section has 360,000 books and 30,000v. of Danish newspapers. 
The scientific section has 307,000v. and 340,000 theses. Publications : Acta 
historica scientiarum naturalium et medicinalium, Library research monographs, and 
Index medicus danicus. (iii) State Library at Arhus : opened in 1902, enjoys legal 
deposit. 460,000v. Purchases are in the humanities, medicine and economic 
sciences. It is the chief library of the University and acts as the central library 
for Denmark, excluding Copenhagen. (iv) Danish Institute for International 
Exchange of Scientific and Literary Publications (f. 1945). (v) Public Libraries : 
mostly subsidised, on certain conditions, by the State after the 1920 law as amended 
in 1950. 1,350 libraries, of which 100 are in provincial towns. Financed a ) 
third by the State and two thirds by municipalities. One in five of the popula- | 
tion uses them. The central libraries, of which there are 33, fulfil similar | 


Ne gg oe 





functions to the English county library. They receive a special subsidy and 
fix the needs of the smaller dependent libraries. vi) Bibliographical Bureau of 
Denmark : created in 1939 for work of bibliographies, and for providing catalogue 
cards for public libraries. It issues the national bibliography and organizes a 
central book-binding business. vii) Imperial Archives: central collection at | 
Copenhagen, and 4 others at Copenhagen, Odense, Viborg and Abenraa. The { 
central collection preserves government documents, freely accessible up to 
1901, and the archives of the royal family. There are also the ‘Industrial and | 
commercial archives’ at Arhus. E.G. 
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10137 The scope and organization of bibliographic centres: with 
icular reference to France and Denmark, Peggy Hecks. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 62 (2) February 1960, 46-49. 


A nationally integrated library system needs a bibliographic centre. Such an 
institution has several functions : It must first of all undertake the compiling of a 
national bibliography. Danish, French and British practices vary in this, as in 
other matters. Centralized cataloguing is a natural and economical corollary. 
BNB service is here pre-eminent. A publication programme should be initiated 
and maintained : lists of special classes of materials, directories and indexes of 
periodicals, etc. Standard catalogues and reading lists could be most helpfully 
and appropriately provided. The establishment and upkeep of union catalogues 
and an interlibrary loan system represent subsidiary, yet important, functions. 
The French lag behind in this sort of work. Subject research with its possibilities 
for using mechanical and electronic retrieval systems, is another service which 
the bibliographic centre might provide. Alterations to existing centres and their 
present services would be difficult but the chance might be taken in a newly- 
developing country to build from scratch. Co-ordination of the work of 
existing agencies is being achieved in France and Denmark but Britain falls 
short in this respect. C.PiCr, 


10138 Zum Berufsbild des Biichereistellen-Bibliothekars [The work 
of a librarian in a bibliographical centre] Maria Rommerskirchen. B. u. Bild., 
12 (4) April 1960, 94-97. 

Even librarians themselves are often uncertain concerning the nature of the 
work done by librarians in bibliographical centres (Biichereistellen). These are 
supra-local organizations, among the tasks of which are book criticism and 
selection, building up and organization of stock for libraries of various types, 
preparation of catalogues and booklists, co-ordination of library techniques, 
planning of finances and facilities, negotiations with authorities and institutions, 
publicity for libraries, and advice to and training of local library staff. The 
bibliographical centre is predominantly concerned with medium- and small- 
sized towns, and with village services. Several years’ experience in a large 
lending library is desirable in the librarian of such a centre, for here he will no 
longer be in day-to-day contact with a large clientéle, and indeed for much of 
his time will be in the position not of an adviser, but of a seeker who must be 
able to sense how far he may diplomatically pursue his suggestions and requests. 
His external relations will be just as important as his relations in the internal 
service, and he must be a man who can make himself at home in circles other 
than his own. Administration and financial problems must be at his fingertips, 
and above all he must speak with authority and be prepared to assume respon- 
sibility. A.DJ. 
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10139 Foreign book procurement : the decennial Farmington Plan 
survey and afterwards, |. P. Gibb. J. Doc., 16(1) March 1960, 1-9. References 
2 tables. 


A survey of the need in Britain for machinery similar to that of the Farmington 
Plan in the light of the 1959 Farmington Plan Survey issued by the Association of 
Research Libraries. Taking into consideration the work done by the National 
Central Library there appear to be three main problems of coverage in Britain : 
(i) British books published between 1800 and 1919; (ii) American books ; 


— 
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providing a national lending library to act as a repository and as a purchaser of 
all American non-fiction. The third problem could be solved by either : (i) 
national lending library purchase ; (ii) a co-operative acquisition programme ; 
or (iii) a combination of the two systems. 


(iii) foreign language books. The first and second problems could be solved by ! 


10140 Facilities for the international exchange of publications in the 
United Kingdom, G. H. Spinney. Indo-Pacific Exchange Newsletter, (5) 
December 1959, 1-5. si 


the functions of such an organisation are carried out by other national bodies. 
(i) Government publications. Exchanges are arranged jointly by the State 
Paper Room of the British Museum and Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
Agreements generally provide for an approximately balanced exchange of 
material. All such material obtained is deposited to form a basis for historical 
research in the State Paper Room of the British Museum, which receives ap- | 
proximately 110,000 items annually. Any duplicates it receives may be made 
available to other institutions. In the Indo-Pacific region there are exchanges 
with Ceylon, both Chinas, India, Indonesia, South Korea, Pakistan and the 
Philippines. (ii) Non-governmental publications. Names and addresses of 
British institutions in particular subject fields can be obtained from reference 
books or from the British Council. Lists of publications or duplicates offered 
for exchange are published by the British National Book Centre. Many 
institutions rely on forms of barter arrangements for international exchange. 
Bibliographical information on books or material for photocopying can be 
obtained from the Department of Printed Books, British Museum. C.A.W. 


There is no national exchange bureau in the United Kingdom, but some of | 
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10141 Co-operation between the National Lending Library and public 
libraries, D. J. Urquhart. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (2) February 1960, 50-52. 

The author, as head of the DSIR Lending Library Unit, considers the new 
National Lending Library for Science and Technology to be set up in Yorkshire 
in relation to the libraries of local authorities. He iterates the intended function 
of the Lending Library : to assist the practitioners of science—research workers, 
technologists, engineers—and not to attempt to cater for students or the general 
reader. Assistance with scientific literature necessitates two distinct operations : 
lending and promoting the use of such literature. Because of the nature of the 
Lending Library’s stock (80° scientific serials ; over 50°{, of total stock in 
foreign languages) and the normal needs of the public libraries, the Lending 
Library would be an unsuitable place to send requests for interlibrary loans ; 
it would, in fact, be unable to supply more than half of public library requests. 
The Lending Library’s main purpose, however, will be to help the would-be 
reader to discover what he wants to read. Here the libraries of the technical 
colleges and similar collections come into the picture. They ought to be the 
go-between for abstracting organisations and readers. The National Lending 
Library will assist the former and lend to the latter. But most of these local 
libraries are not up to the required standard and a certain minimum in abstracts 
and periodical guide material must be achieved. The Lending Library can help 
to improve the present position in several ways : temporary loans of abstracts ; 
channeling of requests through the local libraries to demonstrate the potential 
demand ; training courses to give scientific knowledge to staffs ; publicity for 
local libraries on, say, a ‘star’ rating basis where ‘three stars’ would imply employ- 
ment of a trained scientist and expenditure of £1,000 p.a. on scientific periodical | 
and guides to them. C.A.Cr. 
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10142 K6ézponti csereszolgdlatok [National centres for the international 
exchange of publications] Istvin Gombocz. Budapest, 1960. (Reprint from 
Orsz4gos Széchényi Kényvtdr, 1958, 194-224, with summary in English). 


(See also LSA 9037). Central exchange centres have developed from the 
offices set up at the end of the 19th century to carry out the work of collecting 
official publications. Although centralisation makes for certain economies it 
also slows down the dispatch of materials. Thus many countries did not sign 
the Brussels Convention on the exchange of publications in 1886 or later, while 
some signatories did not adhere to it. Unesco’s work in setting up centres is 
based on a much broader concept of the functions of these centres. 35 centres 
exist at present. Centres should : (i) initiate, co-ordinate and register informa- 
tion about exchange possibilities ; (ii) transmit exchange materials ; (iii) exchange 
duplicates ; (iv) exchange official publications. A centre operates most effec- 
tively if it is part of a larger institution, especially the National Library. Hungary 
signed the Brussels Convention in 1924 and the Hungarian Libraries Board was 
established ; within it, the Exchange Bureau operated. The work was taken 
over by the National Széchényi Library in 1952. Some 12,000 books and 1,500 
periodicals are exchanged annually among the socialist countries. Information 
and co-ordinating services for Hungary and exchanges with other foreign 
countries are in elementary stages of development. The exchange of duplicates 
began in 1955. A survey made in 1959 showed that librarians considered the 
Centre to be an essential service. Brief notes are given on 13 foreign exchange 
centres. 


10143 Bibliotekssamarbete. Nagra reflexioner kring svenska samar- 
betsproblem pa grundval av utvecklingen i England, Danmark och 
Sverige. [Library co-operation. A few reflections on Swedish co-operation 
problems on the basis of developments in Great Britain, Denmark, and 
Sweden], Sigurd Petri. Biblioteksbladet, 45 (3) 1960, 184-194. Illus. 


Only through co-operation with other libraries can any one library provide 
access to the vast fields of knowledge needed by individuals as well as by municipal 
bodies. The first kind of organized co-operation was inter-library lending. But 
library co-operation also includes all other ways of increasing library resources 
without increasing expenditure. Co-operative buying of books in agreement 
with subject specialization schemes and central deposit libraries, based on such 
principles, make it possible to provide a wider variety of materials at low costs. 
Bibliographical work, cataloguing, and binding also come in under the co- 
Operative programme. Generally, conditions are more favourable in Denmark 
and Sweden, where populations and book production are comparatively small. 
For the libraries of Great Britain, USA book production complicates matters. 
In Denmark and Sweden all public libraries are co-ordinated through the county 
library. In Denmark, there is, in addition, an institution on a higher level, the 
State L. of Aarhus, acting as a lending centre for all public libraries. In Great 
Britain, county libraries were created to start library service in places lacking a 
service. Interlibrary lending has its centre at the N.C.L. with regional bureaux 
as a kind of framework. These are intermediaries only, having no book stocks. 
Their most important tools are union catalogues of each region. In Sweden, 
the extreme “upwards localization” has caused overpressure on the university 
and large special libraries. Telex communications, now being tried in the 
Netherlands, and better side localization would increase speed in inter-library 
lending. EY. 
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10144 Recent experience with Soviet libraries and archives: un- 
common resources and potential for exchange, Oswald P. Backus IIL. 
Coll. and Res. Libs., 20 (6) November 1959, 469-473, 499. 


exchanges between the library of the University of Kansas and Soviet libraries, 
Expansion of exchanges with Soviet libraries is particularly worthwhile for those 
universities establishing centres of Russian studies. For newer materials the | 
Lenin Library, Moscow, and the Academy of Sciences Library, Leningrad, 
agreed an exchange rate of 8 roubles to the U.S. dollar. Pre-1917 volumes ; 
bought from bookshops are subject to an export tax of about 200 per cent ; 
exchanges with libraries are not taxed. Soviet libraries seem interested in 
obtaining new scientific works in exchange for old Russian material. The 
simplest way to obtain old volumes is to send wants lists to the four Soviet 
libraries having large duplicate collections : the Academy of Sciences and the 
Saltykov-Shchedrin State Public Library in Leningrad, the Lenin State Library 
and the University Library, Moscow. Microfilms of unpublished mss. are 
often obtainable. The University of Kansas library has arranged for inter- | 
library lending on a limited scale with the Academy of Sciences library. There 
are many distinguished special collections in Russia. Soviet librarians are also | 
interested in the exchange of personnel. With one exception the writer was 
cordially received by Soviet librarians and archivists. B.A. 


Based on visits to the Soviet Union in 1957 and 1958 for the promotion of | 


— 


10145 The Farmington Plan, Robert H. Talmadge. Can. Lib., 16 (5) | 
March 1960, 209-212. Port. 


(See LSA 8781). From the original plan to acquire 1948 publications from 
three foreign countries for use in the USA, the Plan has been extended to cover 
13 west European, 3 south American countries, Mexico and Australia. In ten 
years some 150,000v. have been purchased for about $275,000. In addition, 
some of the sixty research libraries in the scheme have agreed to acquire all 
publications from 85 countries where there is an absence of bibliographies or 
book trade records or which are in the more uncommon languages. Critics 
of the Plan complain of unsuitable materials being bought, frustration of delays 
in getting materials, and doubts about the completeness of coverage for the 85 
“critical area” countries, The Association of Research Libraries carried out a 
survey in 1958 and reported in favour of the Plan in January 1959. Greater 
choice in book selection was recommended and also a closer check on operations. 
The Plan should continue to expand to reach worldwide coverage and this is 
now under development through sub-committees for certain groups of countries. 

W. 
[See also International book procurement ; or, Farmington extended, 
Robert Vosper. Coll. and Res. Libs., 21 (2) March 1960, 117-124]. 
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10146 USBE—what’s in a name ? Edwin B. Williams. Can. Lib., 16 il 
March 1960, 206-209. Port., illus. 

The United States Book Exchange is a private, non-profit corporation designed 
to serve over 800 member libraries in the USA and Canada and over 900 foreign 
members, by means of the exchange of surplus books and (frequently) incomplete 
files of periodicals at modest charges. Some 3m. pieces have been accumulated. f 
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10147 The Library of Congress and international documentation, 
Lewis C. Coffin. Spec. Libs., 51 (1) January 1960, 11-15. 


Over 17,000 foreign institutions now have exchange agreements with LC ; 
over 440,000 items being received from them annually. LC collects extensively 
current literature in all fields except clinical medicine and technical agriculture ; 
these are covered by the National Library of Medicine and the Department of 
Agriculture Library respectively. Acquisition of current textbooks, translations, 
non-current materials, etc. is selective. Exchange programmes and difficulties, 
and LC staff activities in the exchange field are discussed. A briefly annotated 
list of LC serial publications is given. B.A. 


10148 New York State’s Pioneer Library : a Federated Library System 
in action, Harold $. Hacker, Mary S. Granger and Mrs. Eleanor C. Harris. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 34 (5) January 1960, 345-356. Illus. 


Systems of library co-operation are increasing in the United States. Under 
present law, four such systems for joint administration are possible. The 
‘federated’ system is one established by county government and directed by a 
board of trustees, appointed by the Board of Supervisors. The three counties 
of Monroe, Wayne and Livingstone combined in the system described, which 
has become, in effect, a federation of federations. This tri-county organisation 
is strongly supported by a large central library in the city of Rochester. The 
noteworthy feature of such arrangements is that direct local control is maintained 
by each authority and no one central committee or board exercises jurisdiction 
over all. The advantages of such amalgamations are many : co-ordination and 
planning of new developments are encouraged and assisted ; public relations 
and consultative services are available on a bigger, better scale ; service to the 
public is increased and the facilities afforded are immensely improved—inter- 
availability of tickets, return of books at any service point and efficient interlibrary 
loans are normal. Book acquisition and technical processes are centralised 
(though selection remains local) ; help in book selection and display projects is 
freely available ; in-service training can be integrated. C.AcCr. 


10149 Missouri libraries film co-operative, Willard K. Dennis. Lib. J., 
85 (10) May 15 1960, 1875-76. Ilus. 


Thirty-three libraries now subscribe to 40 monthly packages, each containing 
14 titles, in the biggest film circuit of its kind serving public libraries. 825 titles 
are in stock. A non-profit corporation, it was formed in 1954 as the legal 
entity to which Missouri libraries subscribe for packages of educational and 
informational films. Libraries agree to certain conditions, e.g. (i) to own 
rewind and splicing equipment ; (ii) to keep accurate records of use made of 
films ; (iii) a staff member must be qualified to inspect and repair films. The 
Co-operative is governed by a Board of Directors elected annually. An ad- 
ministrator is employed, who carried out the policies decided by the Board, 
and handles the business details, as well as carrying out several duties which 
librarians are required to perform in other circuits. A master catalogue is 
prepared each spring, and details given in it are reproduced as programme sheets 
for members’ use. The Co-operative arranges insurance for all its films. G.E.H. 
[See also Quad City-Scott County Libraries Film Co-operative, Mrs. 
Kathryn Devereaux. Illinois Libs., 42.(4) April 1960, 220-223 ; Rock River 
Valley Film Co-operative, Grace Cipperly, pp. 224-225]. 
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10150 Co-operative reference service, Joseph Klimberger. Lib. J., 85 (8) 
April 15 1960, 1525-27. 


The problem of providing library services to keep pace with the rapidly 
expanding population of Nassau County, Long Island, N.Y., requires resources 
beyond those which small independent library services can provide, but legislation 
prior to 1958 did not permit co-operation. The amended New York State 
Education Law, 1958, allows co-operative systems, eligible for state aid, to be 
established. The autonomy of local libraries is preserved, but certain services 
are shared. 35 libraries have joined the Nassau Library System, which is building 
up a co-operative reference service by forming a central reference collection, 
located at the System’s H.Q. Five member libraries have been designated 
subject centres, and they will house the appropriate parts of the central collection. | 
Their present holdings will be considerably augmented by a five-year plan of | 
expansion. Interlibrary loans are facilitated by the System’s van, and about | 
half of the requests received are satisfied in two or three days. Books not | 
traced through the System’s union catalogue are requested from the State Library. 
A microfilm collection of periodicals has been started, and will total 20,000v. in } 
five years. All member libraries have been urged to buy 2 microfilm reader, 
and the collection will be available for loan. A photocopying service at H.Q. 
provides photostat copies of answers to reference questions in appropriate cases. | 
Future projects include lists of new reference books, consultation in book selection 
and stock revision, and a telephone reference service. G.E.H. 
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10151 Regional library centers, Robert B. Downs. Can. Lib., 16 (5) 
March 1960, 212-215. Port. 


Gives an outline of the New England Deposit Library begun in 1942 for the 
co-operative storage of little-used books in the Boston area, a note on the Hamp- 
shire Inter-Library Center, South Hadley Mass., started in 1951 to serve colleges 
and universities in the area, and a more detailed account of the Mid-West Inter- ! 
Library Centre set up in 1951. 


a 


10152 Electronic transmission of interlibrary loans, Ellis F. King. 
Amer. Doc., 11 (1) January 1960, 32-39. ( 


The elements of the machinery are divided into three : scanning, transmission 
and reception. A good scanner will be able to handle all sizes and types of 
material at variable speed, have good resolution, quiet operation in the library ' 
area, and be simple to operate. The transmission system should operate over 


i anil 
a" 





short and long distances. Several types of reception are described, including 
xerographic and magnetic tape. Economically electronic transmission is 
favourable where there is a heavy traffic over short distances, but it offers also 
immediate delivery in a form which may be retained by the user. T.B. 
i 


10153 Evolution of the National Union Catalog, Leo Gourde. Catholic 
Lib. World, 31 (5) February 1960, 272-277. 


In the early history of the National Union Catalog, published in 1956, two 
dates, 1901 and 1927, stand out. In 1901 the Library of Congress began printing 
its cards, and instituted a method of exchange which was the beginning of the 
union catalogue. In 1927 “Project B” commenced, an expansion scheme § 
made possible by a grant of $250,000 by John D. Rockefeller, Jnr. By 1932, 8m. 


hk wm at ot tt COU US Oe 2 fee 


~~ in a ith ~ 








85 (8) 


apidly 
ources 
lation 
State 
to be 
Vices 
ilding 
ction, 
mated 
ction. 
lan of 
about 
($ not 
brary. 
Ov. in 
eader, 
H.Q. 
cases. 
ection 
Fi. 


6 (5) 


or the 
[amp- 
lleges 
Inter- 
W. 


King. 


‘ission 
yes of 
brary 
- over 
uding 
on Is 
s also 
DB. 


atholic 


, two 
inting 
of the 
‘heme 
2, 8m. 














—e 


_— 


ae 





~~ 


NATIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL LIBRARIES 111 


cards had been assembled. In 1942, it was agreed that the catalogue should 
eventually be published in book form. After much discussion of the difficulties 
of publishing, it was decided in 1955 to publish as a union catalogue the Library 
of Congress catalogue, supplemented by other titles supplied by other American 
libraries. The first cumulation was published in 1958. Though open to some 
criticisms, the work is an invaluable aid to cataloguing, acquisition and reference. 
N.H. 


10154 Southern Asian materials in the National Library of Medicine, 
Marjory H. Wright. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 48 (2) April 1960, 142-148. 


Following the 1957 Conference on American Library Resources on Southern 
Asia the N.L.M. made a survey of its publications from this area. This showed 
that 220 “current” periodicals were received, (i.e. at least one issue since 1951), 
40°/, of them on a regular basis : 65°/, came from India. English is the favoured 
language (89°/,) but French and Dutch are found as well as vernacular languages. 
By subjects the division was—Clinical medicine 65° ; Basic sciences 17% ; 
Public health and welfare 15°%; Trade (e.g. pharmaceutical) 3%. “Documents,” 
(i.e. government reports issued serially) numbered 358 titles, including 19th 
century material. Most of these are statistical and hospital reports. 94°% are in 
English. 80°{, came from India. Monographs from the area, listed in the 
Library’s 5-year printed catalogue for 1950-54 numbered 260, 70% of which 
were published in India and 16°% in Indo-China. English was the chosen 
language in 83°%, and nearly all the remainder were in French. The author 
lists some of the bibliographical sources used in acquisition and describes some of 
the problems encountered. GRP. 
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10155 Le 80e Anniversaire de la Bibliothéque Nationale de Bulgarie 
(1878-1958) [80th Anniversary of the Bulgarian National Library], G. M. 
Dobrev. Cahiers de doc., 12 (10) December 1958, 111-115. 


Eminent founders were the Russian P. V. Alabine, the Bulgarian Prof. M. 
Drinov, who bequeathed his library of 2,670v., and the Czech. Prof. Irecek. 
The first Director was G. Y. Kirkov. Prof. I. V. Platonov at Kharkov collected 
large numbers of books and sent them to the Library, plus his rich library of 
2,000v. 20,000v. were brought together mostly from Russia. In 1897 obliga- 
tory deposit was voted by Parliament. The building, staff and services were 
very inadequate between 1879 and 1919. This shows in the small number of 
books issued annually by the Library—1,947 in 1887, 10,910 in 1895, 5,755 in 
1914, 0 in 1915-20. The notable progress of 1920-23 ended with the military 
coup in 1923. Bombing in 1944 destroyed the old building and the one under 
construction. The new building has 7 storeys and is in reinforced concrete. 
The National Library took the name of Vassil Kolarov. There are 19 reading 
rooms and 458 places. The organization is subordinate to the requirements of 
socialist idealism. There are 204 staff (16 qualified), 596,719v., 658,000 historical 
documents, 25,822 maps, engravings, portraits. The Library is the documentation 
centre of the country. 











112 





LIBRARY SCIENCE ABSTRACTS 


10156 Canada’s national library—a progress report, W. Kaye Lamb, 
ALA Bull., 54 (4) April 1960, 287-292. Illus. 


The project has been discussed since 1867, although the turning point only 
came in 1946 with the founding of the Canadian Library Association. In 1950, 
the Canadian Bibliographic Centre was begun and work on the Union catalogue 
was started in 1951. Responsibility was also assumed for a national bibliography, 
the Canadian Catalogue in 1951, entries appearing initially in Canadian Library 
Association Bulletin and in a separate publication Canadiana later the same year. 
The National Library was formed in 1953, absorbing the Canadian Bibliographic 
Centre. Deposit law allowed the library to claim two copies of books offered 
for public sale or distribution in Canada. By 1955, the basic design for a new 
National Library and Archives building was completed, although as yet the 








— 


National Library is still housed in the third floor of the Public Archives Records | 


Centre. Books have been received from other libraries, the largest collection 
being those from the Library of Parliament which previously had acted as a 
semi-national library. A basic reference collection is being acquired as well as a 
few special subject collections. There is no competition with other well- 
covered subject fields such as the sciences covered by the library of the National 
Research Council, hence the humanities and the social sciences are being con- 
centrated upon. Publication work on retrospective national bibliographies 
covering 1867-1900, 1901-1925 and 1926-1950 has been started. K,J.E. 


10157 Die Direktorenkonferenz der wissenschaftlichen Bibliotheken 
am 13. und 14. November 1959 [The conference of directors of learned 
libraries on the 13th and 14th November 1959] Erwin Marks. Z. f. Bib., 74 (1) 
April 1960, 2-7. 

The importance of this conference was underlined by the attendance of 
government representatives. It dealt in general with the future policy of learned 
libraries in the G.D.R., and in particular with the 7-year plan (1959-65), the 
second draft of which was on the table. This plan sets two new tasks : (i) the 
working out of a library law, and (ii) the formation of a union of libraries in the 
G.D.R. It also makes it possible to define more accurately the tasks of the 
Institute for Library Science (Institut fiir Bibliothekswissenschaft), and the role of 
the technical colleges in the education of librarians, and envisages the raising of 
book funds by 26°%. The delegates worked out details for a pilot plan which 
was to include projects for : (i) visits to other socialist countries, (ii) exchange of 
personnel, (iii) the building up of regional union catalogues, and (iv) the organised 
pooling of experience. The second day was devoted to reports from the com- 
mittees appointed in 1959 on education, legal questions, publications, architecture, 
technical problems, bibliography and documentation, bookstocks, library usage, 
statistics, cataloguing, and manuscripts and incunables. K.E.R. 


10158 Der Aufbau der militarischen Fachbibliotheken [The organisa- 
tion of military libraries] Edwin Latzel. Z.f. B. u. Bib., 7 (1) 1960, 14-27. 


— 


Detailed interim report on the present state of libraries within the Bundeswehr. | 


All types of libraries are discussed, from the Truppenbiichereien which provide 


services similar to those of public libraries, to the technical Wehrbereichbiblio- | 


theken, which give a comprehensive library service within the six military 
command areas into which Federal Germany is divided. Administration, staff 
policies and cataloguing procedures are examined. C.P.A. 
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10159 ‘‘Mitt” bibliotek—Forsvarets forskningsinstitutts bibliotek 
[“My” library—the library of the Defence Research Institute] Anna Bruun. 
Bok og Bib., 27 (1) January 1960, 34-36. 


This institute is an independent institution under the Ministry of Defence. 
Its six departments and one work group, were originally scattered in several 
cities, but some co-ordination has taken place : Asdic is in Horten, Radar in 
Bergen, and the other departments in Kjeller. All books are catalogued and 
classified by UDC at the main library in Kjeller and sent out to the different 
departments. The majority of the literature is of very recent date. Several 
series of reports are published, but only one of these is available to the public. 
Holdings are recorded in the University Library’s union catalogue and material 
may be borrowed, within certain limits, by outside enquirers. W. 


10160 U.S.S.R. State Library of Foreign Literature in Moscow, Nina 
Militsina. Ind. Lib., 14 (3) December 1959, 135-139. Illus. 


This library of 24m. books and magazines provides reading matter in 85 
languages. Its activities include weekly exhibitions of new books and special 
exhibitions to commemorate anniversaries of important non-Russian writers, 
e.g. Milton, Poe, Swinburne, are constantly being mounted. A publications 
department sends out bibliographical information and news of accessions regu- 
larly. Extension work includes lectures, play presentations, readings, celebrity 
visits. Books are lent all over the Soviet Union and even beyond its borders. 
A lively exchange programme is carried on with many countries and there are 
fruitful contacts with famous universities, e.g. Columbia, Harvard, with estab- 
lishments, e.g. DSIR in Great Britain, and with services such as Chemical Abstracts 
The library functions at present in three buildings but a new building which will 
hold 4m. vols. is scheduled for 1963. The Director is Margavita Rudomino. 

C.A.Cr. 
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10161 Ztraty v knihovné a jejich likvidace [Book losses in Brno Uni- 
versity Library] Milan Jakubféek. Knihovnik, 5 (2) 1960, 43-48. 


The Brno University Library, with its annual issues of 500,000, has an average 
monthly loss of 10-15 volumes. Each lost book is recorded in great detail 
together with the reader’s particulars on a special form. Apart from paying 
administrative costs the reader selects one of the following means of replacing 
the book : (i) to replace it with another copy in the same binding within 30 days, 
(ii) to replace it by a bound photo-copy, (iii) to pay a fee of ten times the 
market price of the book, (iv) in exceptional circumstances to replace it by another 
book of equal value to the bookstock of the library. If the reader does not 
comply with these regulations, which happens in approximately 40% cases, 
legal action is taken. S.S. 


10162 O beletrii a vypijékach ve védeckych knihovnach [Fiction issues 
in scientific libraries] Milan Jakubiéek. Knihovnik, 5 (3) 1960, 69-74. 


Readers of the University library of Brno are classified into the following 
categories : (i) academic staff, (ii) institutions, (iii) professional people and 
university students, (iv) workers, housewives, retired people, (v) high school 
students, (vi) librarians. Fiction books are lent without restrictions to groups 
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(i) and (iii). Group (ii) is not allowed to borrow fiction at all, group (iv) only if 
it is needed for study or research and group (v) only set books. Group (vi) is not 
discussed in the urticle. Readers whose requests cannot be satisfied are referred 
to the local public library. As a result of this practice the proportion of fiction 
issues has decreaaed from 48°% in 1953 to 16°% in June 1959. The resulting 
increase in non-fiction issues is highest in natural and applied sciences and in 
social sciences. 


10163 Les nouvelles bibliothéques universitaires et municipales 
frangaises [Library development in France in the last ten years] Jean Bleton. 
Assn. Bib. Fr. Bull., (31) March 1960, 29-43. Photos. 


Deals firstly with those university libraries in entirely new buildings which 
frequently need to reconcile the pressing need for vast reading rooms and stack 
space with a very limited and difficult site, e.g. Grenoble, and secondly, with 
those faced with the problem of converting and extending existing buildings, 
e.g. Bordeaux and Strasbourg. Offset against the encouraging number of new 
university libraries, is the constantly growing need for still more of them as the 
numbers of faculties and students increase. Despite difficulties over loans, 
priorities, and the deficits in many municipal funds, 30 towns so far have managed 
to complete or start work on new or reconstructed municipal libraries. Most of 
them are limited in their design by the fact that they must provide the maximum 
number of public rooms that can be run by a minimum number of staff. Among 
the larger libraries, e.g. Beauvais and Brest, which have a larger staff, the public 
services are very numerous and varied : record auditoriums, children’s rooms, 
adolescents’ rooms, etc. The transfer of a public library to another building is 


fraught with difficulties but many of these libraries are remarkably successful, | 


e.g. Colmar, St. Etienne. A serious problem is the need in the stacks for extremely 
strong floors, and this often has to be solved by the use of basements, or con- 
struction of an annexe. (See also LSA 10247-48) H.T. 


10164 Géttingenin yliopiston kirjasto [The Library of the University of 
G6ttingen] Ritva Ahvenainen. Kirjastolehti, 53 (2) 1960, 40-42. 

The Library (Niedersachsische Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek), f. 1736, 
contains at present 1.6m. volumes, being the largest university library in Western 
Germany. There are 250 seats in the reading room and the daily circulation 


numbers vary between 500-700, a notable amount of which are interlibrary + 


loans. The staff includes 120 persons and the working hours are from 7.30 a.m. 
to 6.30 p.m. (excluding 2 hours lunch time). The methods of acquisition, 
cataloguing and reference departments are described in some detail. H.K. 


10165 Die Bibliotheken der Technischen Hochschulen und die 
technische Literatur [Libraries of technological universities and technical 


| 
| 
| 


’ 


literature] Gerhart Lohse. Mitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein- Westfalen) 10 (1) 1960, t 


16-23. 

These libraries are comparative newcomers, but have become very important. 
That at Aachen is the central library of the Téchnological University, serving 
four faculties, 80 institutes, 1,250 staff and 10,000 students. The subjects covered 


a 


are mainly the pure and applied sciences at university standard. Completeness | 


is aimed at in German sci-tech literature, with a broad selection of relevant 
periodicals. Likewise in the subjects allotted for specialization by the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft. The more important foreign publications are bought 
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and others for which there is a demand. Recently Russian literature has been 
much requested, including the expensive American translations of Russian 
periodicals. The flood of reports, especially in nuclear physics, is causing trouble. 
About 1,000 students use the library in a day ; 90,000v. are borrowed yearly. 
In the new building there will be room for 400 readers, and it is expected that the 
loan of periodicals will have to be restricted. Books borrowed from other 
libraries amount to 3% of the total issues. Lending books (7,000 in 1958) to 
other libraries is felt to be a burden and other methods, e.g. photocopies must 
be considered. The cost would not be much more than at present ; readers 
would be served more quickly. RC. 


10166 University libraries, K. W. Humphreys. In Conference of the 
universities of the United Kingdom 1959 : report of proceedings, 41-51. 


A brief outline of the rapid growth of university libraries in the USA is 
followed by comparisons of similar growth in United Kingdom libraries. Book- 
stocks were 8m. v. in 1938 and 144m. v.in 1957. The country requires adequate 
bibliographical resources yet book funds have not increased to match growth of 
bookstocks. Posing the question : How far should future growth in size be 
permitted ? the author goes on to suggest some temporary solutions : (i) the 
National Lending Library for Science and Technology, now in formation, will 
remedy some of the deficiencies in the science fields ; (ii) bookstocks should be 
examined critically and some items should even be discarded ; (iii) greater care 
must be taken over acquisitions, especially the acceptance of gifts ; (iv) more 
use should be made of microcopies ; (v) schemes of co-operative acquisition 
should be extended even if it means some libraries have to give up some of their 
autonomy ; (vi) more efforts should be made to induce students to buy books 
for their studies ; (vii) planning of university library buildings should be re- 
examined. There are very strong arguments for returning to practices used in 
former times, e.g. closed stacks and shelving books by size. A new library 
should be planned in three distinct parts, each capable of expansion on its own, 
viz., areas for readers, for staff working, and for bookstacks. It is also pointed 
out that any reduction in funds available for staff will certainly result in poorer 
services, inadequate cataloguing, and harm to the name of university libraries. 

W. 


10167 Rhodes House Library, Oxford, Louis B. Frewer. Lib. J., 85 (8) 
April 15 1960, 1532-34. Photo. 


Rhodes House was built by the Rhodes Trustees and opened in 1929. The 
library contains some 350,000 items and is a department of the Bodleian. All 
books dealing with the Commonwealth (excluding India and Pakistan) and the 
USA published since 1760 have been transferred from the Bodleian, and the new 
publications in these subjects deposited under the Copyright Act are also trans- 
ferred. Older books may be temporarily deposited as required. Books 
acquired, apart from those deposited, are those required to fill gaps in the Bodleian 
collection, and those published in Commonwealth and foreign countries, which 
are purchased by funds provided by the Rhodes Trustees, official publications of 
Commonwealth and USA governments, and all relevant U.N. publications. 
The reading room accommodates 50-60 students, and contains 12,000v. on open 
access. Books in the stacks are available within a few minutes of a request, and 
research students have access to the stacks. An extensive collection of microfilms, 
including newspapers and archives, is being formed. G.E.H. 
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10168 Reader instruction in Commonwealth university libraries, 
P. Havard-Williams and Lynley A. Dovey. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (1) January 
1960, 10-13. 


(See LSA 8278). A questionnaire was sent to 85 libraries in Commonwealth 
countries ; 51 replied. The overall picture revealed that these libraries are much 
more preoccupied with introducing their students to library use than are their 
British counterparts. Almost all give ‘first year’ instruction ; two-thirds 
publish a leaflet or brochure, visual aids are used in many ; second and third 
year students and graduates receive instruction in lesser degree. Much more 
might be done, however, and the probable doubling of the university population 
within seven years makes such instruction imperative. In Britain more staff 
will be needed and a positive approach to the problem will be to persuade 
teaching staff of the value of such instruction so that time can be allotted for 
this purpose. A tentative programme of instruction is suggested. C.A.Cr. 


10169 Selling the library ; the work of a library tutor in a technical 
college, Norman Burgess. Asst. Lib., 53 (6) June 1960, 120-122. 


The need for the library to play an active role in technical education has 
resulted in the appointment of Tutor-Librarians whose duties are to administer 
the college libraries, and to teach students the use of library resources. A further 
development is the appointment of a Library Tutor solely concerned with 
instructional work. The varying types of students are considered, and an 
outline is given of the different approach necessary to meet their needs. In- 
struction includes talks on library use, periodicals, bibliographies, and the setting 
of projects requiring the use of library techniques. B.C.S. 


10170 A survey of library use by second year students at a training 
college for teachers, P. H. Taylor. Educ. Libs. Bull., (7) Spring 1960, 5-16. 


The survey covers borrowings during one academic year by 140 students in 
a men’s college, of whom 102 were training for secondary school teaching, and 
38 for primary. 76 were non-resident. The library is administered by the 
Head of the English Department with the aid of a full-time library assistant, and 
has a lending stock of 17,500. Students may borrow five books at a time, for a 
period of two weeks. The lending hours are 33 a week. There were 1,997 
borrowings of 1,299 different books. 11 students borrowed no books, 52 
between 1 and 10 books and 5 over 40 books. 33.5% of the borrowings were 
made by 18 students. Arts students made rather more use of the library than 
science students, and this difference was most marked among degree students. 
Table 4 analyses issues by subject. The results of a questionnaire show the 
students’ sources of book supply, the facilities they use most in the library, and 
their merit ranking of eight ideals for a college library. Further questions were 
asked about the nature, importance, quantity and difficulty of reading in college 
life and work. C.B.F. 


10171 The new library, Trinity College, F. J. E. Hurst. Leabharlann, 18 
(1) March 1960, 15. ; 

In January, 1960, an international architectural competition for the design of a 
new library for Trinity College—to cost £500,000—was announced. Con- 
struction should begin in 1962. The existing library, finished in 1732 with a 
reading room added in 1937, are to be regarded as functional and aesthetical 
extensions of the new library on the eastern wing. The functions of the new 
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library will be to provide : (i) book storage space for 50 years ; (ii) administrative 
offices ; (iii) public reading room for visitors consulting reference material ; 
(iv) bibliographic service centre ; (v) periodical room holding 2,000 current 
titles and seating space for 100 persons ; (vi) special reading room accommoda- 
tion for staff and post-graduates ; (vii) extra reading accommodation arranged 
on a subject basis. Three external reading rooms will contribute towards 
giving one reading space for every five students. K.J.E. 


10172 Readers’ service in a university library, Margaret E. Evans. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (2) February 1960, 42-45. 


A well co-ordinated programme of reader instruction is essential in a large 
university library. At Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, students 
receive instruction several times during their four or five years’ stay. The 
programme starts with a freshman tour, is followed by instruction in catalogue 
and classification techniques and bibliographic resources (coupled with a com- 
pulsory paper set by the English department). Later undergraduate tuition is 
set in the subject area appropriate to each student and emphasizes literature 
searching. The graduate also undergoes further specialised training. This is 
all backed up by skilled reference service. The use made of this service has 
recently been assessed by an analysis of questions asked. Statistics are given to 
illustrate and justify the conclusions drawn. C.A.Cr. 


10173 The ordeal of the university library, Ralph E. McCoy. Lib. J., 
85 (9) May 1 1960, 1729-34. Illus. 


Southern Illinois University has expanded from a small teachers’ college to a 
state university with over 10,000 students. In planning the new library building 
(see Lib. J., Dec. 15 1952, 2143-46 LSA 2627) allowance was made for future 
expansion and the site chosen will be at the heart of the future campus, reducing 
the need for separate departmental libraries. Services are organised on a subject 
divisional basis (education, humanities, science, social sciences) with open stacks 
throughout. The library acts as audio-visual centre for the campus, and is 
responsible for the university’s textbook rental service. An investigation 
comparing the library’s stock with that of similar libraries, and assessing its 
suitability for supporting courses, led to the following policy for long-term 
acquisitions. (i) All significant new works were to be obtained : (ii) older 
works and periodicals basic to each subject field ; (iii) greater depth of coverage 
for subjects selected for doctoral work ; (iv) special collections as they become 
available, provided they fit into the general pattern of library development. 
Current book selection is largely left to the teaching faculty, while in categories 
(ii) and (iii) selection is performed by subject specialists in the divisional libraries. 
The library has about 2,500 films, available to Southern Illinois schools, and has 
started a “talking library” for blind students. The programme for training 
school librarians is run by the Department of Instructional Materials, and the 
courses combine library science with techniques of AV education. G.E.H. 


10174 A college library reports on its freshman lecture program, 
Rose Z. Sellers and Antoinette Ciolli. Coll. and Res. Libs., 20 (6) November 
1959, 474-476. 

For the past 15 years all freshmen taking English at Brooklyn College have had 
one lecture in the library, by librarians, on bibliographic procedure. In addition 
a tour of the library is organized. The lecture covers : (i) brief statistics about 
the collections and an introduction to library organization ; (ii) the catalogue; 
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(iii) bibliographies and indexes ; (iv) reference books ; (v) a sample biblio- 
graphy ; (vi) aids for students, and is illustrated with slides. After the lecture 
copies of the library’s Student Handbook are distributed. A week later a short- 
answer type test is given. A group of answer papers when analysed showed 
that questions regarding the periodical literature gave the most difficulty, followed 
by those on the reference tools. Faculty and students agree that this lecture is 
very valuable. Library staff shortage prevents the allocation of more than one 
period to this work. B.A. 


10175 Library service to research laboratories of a large university, 
Russell Shank. Amer. Doc., 10 (3) July 1959, 221-223. 


Sponsored scientific research units are added competitors for library services. 
At Columbia University they have been absorbed into the existing structure. 
Off-campus units are served by small deposit collections and an easing of loan 
regulations. A survey showed that great use was made of personal collections 
and some staff members were subscribing jointly to periodicals for communal 
use. An outstanding problem was finding references to, and locating technical 
reports. New acquisition lists, interlibrary loans and information services were 
the most valuable library activities, and a majority expressed a need for a fast 
copying service in departmental libraries. The library should assume a more 
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active role in notifying workers of new material in their fields. Regular abstracts | 


of all material in specific fields and lectures on sources and searching were of less 
value. Engineering Index card service was considered essential. TS: 


10176 Interpersonal relations in libraries, William H. Jesse. Coll. and Res. 
Libs., 21 (2) March 1960, 149-155. 5 references. 


A discussion of democratic administration in libraries following the outline of I 
B.A. 


an earlier paper by E. Castagna (LSA 7815). 
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10177 Le Centre National Belge Pour I’Etude des Problémes du 
Monde Musulman Contemporain 4 Bruxelles [The Belgian National 
Centre for the Study of Contemporary Moslem Problems] Cahiers de doc., 13 
(6) June 1959, 67-69, 


Created in 1957 for objective study of newly independent states. The first i 
task is the study of doctrine of Afro-Asianism in actual texts. Graduates from | 
the four Belgian universities will be easily absorbed and centres for studying | 
the Orient and Arabism are now established at Brussels and Gand. A large | 


library exists. A department receives newspapers and compiles records of 
contemporary developments. The Library has a rich bibliographical index and 
compendious biographical information. E.G. 


er. 


_ 


} 


10178 Canadian medical school libraries and their collections ; a 
brief review, M. Doreen E. Fraser. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 48 (2) April — i 
149-161. References. 

Canada has 9 medical school libraries, 3 combined medical-dental school | 
libraries, 2 dental school libraries, and some hospital and society libraries. The 
medical school libraries have between 10,000 and 98,500 books and 335-1,228 © 
serials. Their services vary from being available to all physicians in their 
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provinces (and in some cases, nurses and dentists too), to providing service for a 
local area only, or for a fee or through inter-library loan. None of them can 
be regarded as meeting the minimum standard requirements for really adequate 
medical reference service. The study programmes of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada and the Canadian College of General prac- 
titioners will impose severe burdens on the libraries, yet financial support for 
libraries is often meagre. (In British Columbia, a per capita levy of $25.00 on 
doctors for library services has been proposed). There is no “national” medical 
library, and the libraries section of accreditation standards is often so loosely 
applied as to be ineffectual in hospitals and below really acceptable standards in 
medical schools. There is considerable inter-library lending, but the author 
poses the questions whether it has a sound economic basis, and whether the 
generosity of the larger libraries does not tend to discourage the development of 
proper collections elsewhere. More use could be made of abstracting and 
“review” journals. Constructive suggestions regarding finance and adminis- 
tration are advanced. G.R.P. 


10179 La Biblioteca Médica de la Universidad de Antioquia [The 
Medical Library of the University of Antioquia, Colombia] Gerardo C. 
Paredes. Bol. Asoc. Colombiana, 2 (4) October-December 1958, 97-100. 


Contents. About 10,000 books and 1,500 reviews. Yearly expenditure about 
8,000 U.S. dollars. Makes considerable use of international exchange. Takes 
all periodicals of importance. Good reference section largely of U.S. origin, 
e.g. Index catalogue of the library of the Surgeon-General’s Office, and Wilson 
publications. Uses the American Library Association Exchange System, linking 
it with the United Kingdom and the U.S. Book Exchange. Subsidies from the 
Library of Congress and the Rockefeller Foundation. Has microfilms from the 
National Library of Medicine (U.S.). Organisation. Classified by the system of 
the National Library of Medicine of Washington. Has a dictionary catalogue 
of authors, subjects and some titles, with ‘see’ and ‘see also’ cards. Follows the 
ALA rules and those of Library of Congress. Reviews taken are in English, 
French, Spanish, German, Italian and Portuguese. Publishes monthly accessions 
lists and a guide to the library. Access is open and all the shelves are open. 
Administration. A register of readers, (students and professors) is made at the 
beginning of each academic year and thereafter a form is filled out for each 
book. The loan period is 14 days. One renewal is permitted, and can be by 
post or telephone, but the library retains the right to recall the book at will. 
Bibliographies and encyclopaedias are not loaned. Fines are at the rate of 5 cents 
per day and those who fail to pay are refused further books. The library opens 
to 11 p.m. on weekdays and for three hours on Sundays. It had 52,000 loans in 
1957. There is a professional staff of about 15. This is one of the most important 
medical libraries in the region. C.D.B. 


10180 Zkvalitnit technické a ekonomické informace [Towards an 
improvement in technological and economical information] Antonin Derfl. 
Knihovnik, 5 (1) 1960, 6-9. 

Recognizing the importance of technological development in the present 
world, the government of Czechoslovakia established at the beginning of last 
year a Council for Technological development. The Council will co-ordinate 
all research and production in co-operation with the State Planning Commission 
and establishments of higher education. Among its tasks is the collecting and 
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disseminating of information, which has been delegated to a Committee for 
Technological and Economical Information. Information services so far have 
been scattered and disorganized, preventing a satisfactory scientific, technological 
and economical development. The Committee is expected to organize a 
national system of information, based on specialization, purposeful decentraliza- 
tion and close contact with production. SS. 


10181 La Bibliothéque polonaise de Paris [The Polish Library at Paris] 
Cahiers de doc., 13 (7) September 1959, 85-87. 


Founded in 1838 by political émigrés who became known as the Historical 
and Literary Society. In 1854 the Library had already 1,000 vols. and had an 
important map collection. In a desire to develop the Library even further, the 
Society donated the entire collection, along with furniture and premises, to the 
Academy of Sciences at Cracow. The second World War severely damaged 
the collection. The Academy of Sciences was unable to fulfil its obligations as 
proprietor, so the Society transferred the Library for 18 years to the Polish 
Roman-Catholic Union of America in Chicago. This action was approved by 
the Academy. In 1951 the Academy, in common with all private academies in 
Poland, was merged into one State Academy, which thereupon claimed right of 
ownership of the Polish Library. A French court of law confirmed the rights 
of the Catholic Union of America for a further four years. 


10182 Information in the building industry, B. Agard Evans and W. 
Keith Martin. Aslib Proc., 12 (2) February 1960, 51-81. 


Discusses existing services for organisation and dissemination of material. 
The field comprises some 200-400 items per week. The three main libraries 
are those of the R.I.B.A., Building Research Station, and Ministry of Works. 
They publish, respectively, the R.I.B.A. Library Bulletin, Building Science Abstracts, 
and the Ministry of Works Library Bulletin. Since 1949 internal co-operation has 
been progressing through the International Council for Building Research, 
Studies and Documentation. The second author emphasises what the Building 
Team wants, namely (i) reliable information disseminated to all members at the 
same time, (ii) world-wide technical information centrally collated, vetted and 
disseminated, (iii) a national standardised index system for filing and reference 
purposes. The Dutch Building Centre is cited as a model for all good general 
information organisations. A fixed annual subscription to a central body is 
suggested as the best way to deal with the problem, entitling contributors to a 
comprehensive information service. There is also a report of a panel dis- 
cussion between users and purveyors. M.G.H.W. 


10183 The parochial libraries of the Church of England, Joan M. 
Petersen. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (2) February 1960, 59-60. 


A report with this title has just been issued by the Central Council for the Care 
of Churches. It surveys the state of the surviving parochial libraries and offers 
recommendations on their preservation and action for Diocesan Advisory 
Committees to take. It gives advice in practical matters of caring for the stocks 
of books—frequently valuable and often rare—still to be found in these libraries. 
The recommendations are appended in full. C.A.Cr. 
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10184 The Commonwealth Bureau of Soils, G. V. Jacks. Q. Bull. 
IAALD., 5 (2) April 1960, 70-74. 


The Bureau, one of the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux, began in 1929. 
Based at Rothamstead, all literature coming to the library there is scanned and 
relevant material abstracted, amounting to 7,000 papers per annum. While 
about half the number of abstracts are published in the bi-monthly Soils and 


fertilizers, all go in the card index, a cumulative store of information on every 


aspect of soil science, now containing nearly 400,000 cards referring to, and with 
abstracts of, most of the papers published since 1930. The layout of a typical 
card is shown. The method of compilation of subject and author bibliographies 
is described. In addition to Soils and fertilizers, the Bureau publishes a triennial 
Bibliography of soil science, that for 1956-1959 being in the press ; and Technical 
communications, objective reviews usually written by outside experts. C.A.T. 


10185 The work and development of the Information Service of the 
National Foundation for Educational Research in England and Wales, 
D. W. Bell. Educ. Libs. Bull., (7) Spring 1960, 27-33. 


The Information Service was created in 1958 to serve the research programme 
of the N.F.E.R. and to provide a clearing house for information on educational 
research for its members. The Information Library, which is classified by Bliss 
(adapted), pays special attention to periodicals, and uses inter-loan services 
heavily for books. As far as possible, all research documents entering the 
building (many of them unpublished) are classified and indexed by the Informa- 
tion Service. The collection of psychological and educational tests, which is 
the largest in the country, presents special problems of classification ; a pro- 
visional catalogue has been produced. Liaison work includes collecting data 
of research in progress, and maintaining contact with research centres abroad. 
The Information Service handles the executive and general editorial functions 
of the N.F.E.R. publications, issues its own bulletin, and acts as a clearing house 
for an international abstracting service. Other work includes organizing 
conferences and displays. Enquiry work mainly relates to research, but requests 
are also received for general information on education. C.B.F. 


10186 The London Library, Stanley Gillam. Lib. World, 61 (717), March 
1960, 180-184. 


As accounts of the foundation (in 1841) and the early history of the library 
are available elsewhere, only developments over the last 60 years or so are 
considered here. During most of this period the librarian was Charles Hagberg 
Wright, who held office from 1893 until his death in 1940. He reclassified 
and recatalogued the entire library (about 20,000 books), scrapping all previous 
lists and starting afresh. The author catalogue was published in 1903 and the 
subject index in 1909 ; Jater editions of both have since appeared. In 1898 a 
new library was opened on the site of the premises occupied since 1845. A 
seven floor stack was added in 1922, and further extension took place in 1934, 
the year in which Wright was knighted. Despite a number of generous gifts, 
it has been necessary to increase subscription rates several times. During C-. J. 
Purnell’s period of office (1940-1950) the library was cleared of debt, but last 
year it became liable for the first time since 1879, for the payment of rates (as 
from 1956-57)—an additional expenditure of about £5,000 per annum. (See 
LSA 9654). j.S2£. 








122 LIBRARY SCIENCE ABSTRACTS 





10187 The [Royal Medical] Society’s Library, J. J. C. Cormack. Bull. 
Med. Lib. Assn., 48 (2) April 1960, 125-141. 


The Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh is an undergraduate society and was 
founded in 1737. Its library dates from at least 1753. The earliest catalogue was 
published in 1812, and various others followed up to 1896. The number of 
volumes was 14,000 in 1852 when the Society moved to its present Hall. The 
Library underwent many vicissitudes, mainly due to the lack of real continuity 
in the post of Librarian and the increased output of the 20th century presented 
it with a financial problem which it was unable to overcome. Cataloguing 
fell badly in arrears, and this has only recently begun to be remedied through 
the generosity of the Carnegie Trust. On completion of the catalogue it is 
envisaged that a drastic pruning and reorganization will take place. The older 
books will be arranged in proper order as a medico-historical library, whilst a 
reference section of standard medical text books will be maintained and sup- 
plemented by a subscription to a commercial lending library. Describes some 
of the celebrated medical works by the classical writers and also by the many 
famous medical men who as students were members of the Society, which 
amply demonstrates the richness of the collection. G.R.P. 


10188 Angelica to Candy: Dr. Shepherd’s Library, Preston. Richard 
F. Watson. N. W. Newsl., (60) May 1960, 1-3. 


Dr. Richard Shepherd bequeathed his library to the Corporation of Preston 
in his will dated June 18th, 1759. The interest on £200 paid the librarian’s 
salary and the interest on his estate of about £1,000 was to be spent in enlarging 
the library. It is now in its fourth home, the Reference Department of the 
Harris Public Library, Preston, and its 10,000 volumes are more than double 
the original bequest. The collection is rich in the publications of learned societies 
particularly those of historical interest, and also of fine arts. There are examples 
of the work of early presses, Aldines, Plantin, Elsevirs, Froben and Baskerville. 
The earliest being the Constitution of Pope Clement V printed by Wenssler at Basle 
in 1476. Medical books are well represented beginning with Ambroise Parc’s 
works on surgery, 1582. Dr. S. Johnson, a contemporary of Dr. Shepherd, is 
represented by a first ed. of his dictionary and a corrected edition of his Lives of 
the Poets 1783. Several early magazines include Gentleman’s Magazine (from 
1731), The Universal Magazine (1747), the Monthly Review (1754), London Chronicle 
(1757) and the Quarterly Review (1809). Several Ackermann’s are represented. 
Local history is well represented including the fifty-nine new volumes of Edward 
Baines (d. 1848) on Lancaster. W.HSS. 


10189 Biblioteket pa Det Danske Akademi i Rom [The library of the 
Danish Academy, Rome] Karsten Friis Johansen. Bogens Verden, 42 (3) May 
1960, 131-134. 

The Danish Academy in Rome (Accademia di Danimarca), opened 1956, is 
the headquarters for the study of archaeology, philology and history including 
art, literature and music. Wide circles of Danish cultural life are interested in 
the growth of the Institute. From the beginning it has been realized that in an 
institution of this kind a library is necessary but owing to the lack of money it 
has been rather difficult to build up. The annual grant of 2,200 Danish kroner 
(about £100) is insufficient for the establishment and accessions. Another 
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difficulty is that so many different subjects must be represented although the 
library is not intended to be a special library on every subject. The library has 
at present about 3,000v. and classical subjects are the best represented. The 
Royal Library, Copenhagen, takes care of gathering and forwarding gifts and a 
Danish librarian from the same library made a systematic catalogue in 1959. 
E.B.V. 


10190 Scientific and technical information services in Japan, National 
Committee for Documentation, Science Council of Japan. Amer. Doc., 10 (3) 
July 1959, 176-191. 


After the restoration of economic power in 1950, management was aware of 
the importance of libraries and information ; college and university libraries 
are legally regarded as essential. Development was also influenced by U.S. 
experts. There are relatively large numbers of abstracting services but many 
cover Japanese or Western literature exclusively. The best is Japanese Science 
Review which covers both, although it omits chemistry since Japanese chemists 
abstract 435 journals for Chemical Abstracts. The Japan Information Centre of 
Science and Technology was founded in 1957. It now has a staff of 90 with 200 
co-operating scientists. Its duties are information collection, processing storage, 
retrieval, translation, photocopying, international relations. The National Diet 
Library was established in 1948 and acts as the centre of the library system 
similar to LC, but with special responsibility in science and technology. A list 
of its activities is given. The Ministry of Education also has special respon- 
sibilities involving college and university libraries, abstracts, union catalogues 
and scientific terminology. Union catalogues are considered important ; the 
first being published in 1923 and twice revised. The latest (1938) edition lists 
9,000 foreign scientific periodicals in 1,000 libraries. Other union catalogues 
have been compiled by various organizations on a subject basis with frequent 
overlapping. In April 1958 a survey (271 questionnaires, 96 replies) showed 
that 43 libraries had photoduplication services. There is one graduate school of 
librarianship at Keio University but the Ministry of Education also has a training 
school in Tokyo for graduates and non-graduates. Other college and universities 
give lectures which partially fulfil the librarian’s licence requirements. There 
are several professional organizations including the Japanese Documentation 
Association, Special Libraries Association, Medical Libraries Association. A 
list of 124 abstracting services in science and technology is appended arranged by 
UDC, giving address, date commenced, frequency, price, annual number of 
abstracts, arrangement and indexes. Thee 
(Also in Rev. Doc., 27 (1) February 1960, 1-6). [See also Japanese documenta- 
tion organizations and facilities, George S. Born. Spec. Libs., 50 (10) December 
1959, 482-487]. 


10191 The Library of the Hermitage in Leningrad, Charles D. Kent. 
Lib. Rev. (133) Spring 1960, 320-321. 


Brief description of the Library of the Hermitage Art Museum in Leningrad, 
founded in 1762 and now containing 300,000 volumes. CPA. 


10192 Treasure House of Uzbek culture, S. Berzhaner. Ind. Lib., 14 (3) 
December 1959, 140-142. Illus. 

The biggest library in Uzbekistan is dedicated to Alisher Navoi, an Uzbek 
poet of long ago. Situated in Tashkent, it dates from 1870, but has developed 
most rapidly in the years since 1917. Its stock totals 2m., amongst which are 
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many rare and even unique books and mss. Although it specialises in Uzbek 
literature it pays special attention to all writers of Eastern countries : India, 
China and South East Asia being particularly well represented. There are many 
early works in English, French, German and other European languages. C.A.Cr. 


10193 Literature obsolescence at a British and an American aero- 
nautical library, Gordon E. Randall. Spec. Libs., 50 (9) November 1959, 
447-450. Tables, graphs. 


The information obtained by C. W. J. Wilson regarding report loans at the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment (RAE) (see LSA 8425) is used for a comparison 
with the results of a three months’ study of loans in the Arnold Engineering 
Developmental Center (AEDC). Many similarities and a few differences in 
borrowing trends are revealed : a large proportion of reports borrowed are of 
the current year, and most are of the past ten years. The British reader is more 
willing to use American and other foreign reports than is his American counter- 
part ; 70°% of reports on loan from RAE were American, only 16°, of AEDC 
loans were non-American. The 13 most frequently borrowed periodicals are 
strikingly different in each library, perhaps due to their differing réles. The 
literature obsolescence rate is very similar in both libraries. B.A. 


10194 The place of the law school library in library administration, 
Miles O. Price. Coll. and Res. Libs., 21 (1) January 1960, 13-19. 


In 1959 the American Bar Association passed a resolution that law school 
libraries should, in general, be administered as autonomous units free of outside 
control. It is felt that the personalities in control of university, school and library 
are much more important than formal organization. The arguments for 
autonomy are considered untenable after analysis. Smaller autonomous libraries 
are particularly likely to suffer ; lack of interest or aggressiveness by deans will 
result in poor staff and administration. The integrated library, with an un- 
sympathetic university librarian, will suffer also without strong support from 
the school’s dean. The advantages and disadvantages of both types of library 
are discussed. B.A. 


10195 The Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine, Harvard 
Medical Library—Boston Medical Library, Charles C. Colby and Ralph 
T. Esterquest. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 48 (2) April 1960, 121-124. 


The Boston Medical Library is one of the very largest in the USA, with 
outstanding collections of historical and modern medical literature. For several 
decades it has served as a central medical reference library for the New England 
area. Partly asa result of all this, Harvard University has not attempted to build 
up a self-sufficient medical collection in the Medical School. In 1958 Harvard 
received a bequest of $3}m. for a new medical library, and planned a major pro- 
gramme of library development. Meanwhile, the Boston Medical Library, which 
was undergoing the financial difficulties common-to most private institutions and 
had not been able to overcome them despite heroic efforts, suggested that mutual 
advantage could be derived from joining forces. After preliminary informal 
discussions a joint negotiating committee was appointed, and in a little over a 
year from the original proposal a full agreement for amalgamation had been 
ratified. G.R.P. 
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10196 High schools and medical libraries, William K. Beatty. Bull. 
Med. Lib. Assn., 48 (2) April 1960, 172-174. 


American medical librarians find it essential to take active measures to 
recruit staff of suitable calibre. It is recommended that these campaigns should 
be directed to high school pupils as well as college students. Missouri U.L. has 
taken advantage of the government-aided Co-operative Occupational Educa- 
tion Program to provide internships for students interested in the possibilities 
of a library career. Students sign a contract, and divide their time equally 
between school and library, receiving credits for each full academic year worked, 
up to two years ; they are paid at the normal hourly rate for student library 
assistants. The library undertakes definite responsibilities for supervision and 
training, although formal instruction and tests are not used. The work is varied 
to the maximum extent to provide experience of all aspects of the library’s 
activities ; reading lists are provided, and students are encouraged to ask questions 
and to participate in informal discussions. G.R.P. 


10197 Standards for special libraries—the need and the opportunity, 
Chris G. Stevenson. Spec. Libs., 50 (8) October 1959, 388-391. 


Consideration of the problem of devising standards will be made easier if the 
difference between a statement of standards and measurement of work per- 
formance is understood. There may be resistance to the acceptance of special 
library standards for fear that the work performance of one library will be 
compared unfavourably with that of another ; this fear is unfounded. Stan- 
dards describe the ideal library. Formulation of them may be side tracked if 
there is too much involvement with work measurement. Measurement of 
work performance in libraries does not differ greatly from that in offices. Work 
standards are only one of the different types of standard required. Standards 
are an aid in professional education, and to employers ; the library can be 
described in terms of facilities, resources, staff, services and place in the organiza- 
tion. Management can be informed on expenditure necessary for an efficient 
service. Library administrators are also helped ; improvement of status will 
be promoted. The introduction of special library standards is an urgent matter. 

B.A. 


10198 Some thoughts on improved technical information service, 
Harry B. Goodwin. Spec. Libs., 50 (9) November 1959, 443-446. 


A presentation of the user’s point of view. The literature problem has two 
aspects : (i) the time-lag in the availability of information ; (ii) the great volume 
of literature. The engineer or scientist would like to receive from his information 
service : desired information when he needs it, in the briefest possible form, in 
order of importance, being informed of source and reliability ; to receive 
auxiliary information automatically, all with the least possible effort on his own 
part. If the desired information does not exist he prefers to be told so positively 
and to be screened from unwanted information. It is unsatisfactory (i) to be 
given a list of references in place of information (although references are the 
information sometimes requested) ; (ii) to be directed elsewhere for requested 
information. Some of the types of information required by technical personnel 
are mentioned along with the problem of the evaluation of literature. Machine 
searching is considered to be insufficiently developed to replace conventional 
methods at present. B.A 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES: General surveys 


10199 Regional library development in British Columbia, C. K. 
Morison. Brit. Columbia Lib. Q., 23 (1) July 1959, 3-8. 


British Columbia was the pioneer in a special form of regional library. In its 
rural areas there was no political district large enough to finance a system of 
libraries within its boundaries. It was necessary to create legislation permitting 
a miscellany of administrative districts to come together in a single region purely 
for library purposes. In 1934 the Fraser Valley Union Library District was 
founded with 2 cities, 9 municipal districts, 1 village, and 10 rural school districts 
participating. In 1936 the Okanagan Union Library (59 units) and the Vancouver 
Island Union Library (42 units) were organised. Each regional library is governed 
by a board of management and financed by taxes raised in the area it covers. 
Service is provided through headquarters, branches, deposit libraries in schocls, 
and bookmobiles. The main difficulty has been poverty ; tax rates vary from 
65c to $1.25 per head per year compared with the urban rates of $1.65 to $2.95. 
Increase in the tax rate is deterred by threats of withdrawals from the library 
district. In sparsely settled areas the Public Library Commission has organised 
two groups of ‘associated libraries’. The local libraries remain autonomous 
while the Commission selects, buys and processes all books, and arranges periodic 
exchanges of books and visits from trained members of the Commission’s staff. 
It is in the field of school libraries that the greatest need for future regional 
development lies. Some progress has been made ; 288 schools receive regular 
exchanges of books from the regional libraries and in the Vancouver School 
Board area an excellent service is administered by the Vancouver Public Library 
Board. However, the standard of school libraries varies considerably through- 
out British Columbia. P.B.D. 


10200 Kirjastolaitos—koko kansan yliopisto [The library institution— 
university of the whole nation] Martti Haavio. Kirjastolehti, 53 (4) 1960, 
122-124. 


In Finland, libraries began with church libraries and the library institution in 
its modern meaning was not born until the middle of the 19th cent., when 
Juho Pynninen, a shop-assistant from Viipuri, suggested that libraries should be 
founded in rural areas where everybody could borrow books. At that time 
when elementary schools were not yet organized, libraries were the most suitable 
way to improve the general education of the people. Instead of great budgets, 
the foundation of libraries required diligent men. So the history of public 
libraries reveals the voluntary work of many ideal men and women, who thought 
that the book is not the privilege of few, but that everybody must have right 
to learn from and enjoy books. At the beginning of the 20th century influence 
was felt from the USA and attempts are continually made to develop libraries 
for the use of all citizens. At present there are over 3,000 libraries in Finland 
and c. 700,000 persons use them yearly. Libraries have not enjoyed the favour 
of state officials to the same extent as their twin sister, schools. The renewal of 
the library law from the year 1928 was considered necessary and urgent in 1946 
and a bill was prepared. In 1960 the renewal of the law has still been postponed. 
Slackness, lack of good will and understanding have caused inestimable damage 
to the cultural work in Finland. H.K. 
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10201 Voimallista kirjastotyéta 50 vuotta sitten [Powerful library work 
50 years ago] Helle Kannila. Kirjastolehti, 53 (1) 1960, 10-11. 


In memory of Einar Holmberg. He was director of Porvoo Swedish People’s 
High School when he happened in 1910 to read Valfrid Palmgren’s travel book 
about the United States, Libraries and the adult education. It inspired Holmberg 
to visit USA with the support of a loan given by a society called “Friends of 
the Swedish Elementary School’ (Svenska Folkskolans Vanner). When he 
returned to Finland he became a full-time library adviser of the society. In 
1911 he made 30 speeches in various localities, organized 3 library courses, 
published several newspaper articles and a book called “New aims and new 
means”. Porvoo P.L. was made a “modern” model library which was first 
in Finland to adopt open access. In autumn 1912 Holmberg founded a Swedish 
library journal (Biblioteksbladet) of which 7 numbers appeared over a period of 
two years. Einar Holmberg’s work for Swedish public libraries in Finland, 
carried out under the auspices of the society ‘‘Friends of the Swedish Elementary 
School”, was comparable in spirit and effect to that of the Finnish Society for 
People’s Education (Kansanvalistusseura) and of the Finnish Library Association. 
In 1912 Holmberg was appointed director of Turku P.L. In 1918 he once again 
took up a new career and became editor of a Swedish newspaper in Turku. 
Einar Holmberg died on 12th December, 1959 at the age of 81. H.K. 


10202 Libraries in a conurbation with particular reference to Mersey- 
side, Colston Hartley. N.W. Newsl., (60) May 1960, 7-8. 


Impending local government reorganisation compels librarians to look at the 
problem of Merseyside, whose population is distinctly ‘younger’ than the 
national average for England and Wales. What are we doing to provide an 
imaginative programme for youth libraries ? Remarks on lack of co-operation 
—on interavailability of readers’ tickets and a planned information service to 
industry and commerce. Discussed the integration of reference services. One 
administrative unit the library ideal, but personalities will obscure the issue. 

W.HLS. 


10203 L’attivita della biblioteca di Via S. Caterina nel 1959 [The 
activity of the library in Via S. Caterina in 1959] Parola, 43 (1) January- 
February 1960, 106-109. Illus. 


This library provides an excellent public library service in some of the rooms 
of a monumental palace in the centre of Rome. Owing to the temporary 
closing of the National Library it is frequented by more readers than might be 
expected. The National Institute for Popular and School Libraries has made 
great efforts to meet the pressing needs of students by opening more rooms and 
providing an increased selection of books, some of them expensive. Thus the 
library is less of a popular library than is usual in Italy and has the character of a 
public library as it is understood elsewhere since it contains books in all fields of 
knowledge brought up to date in accordance with the suggestions of teachers 
and other interested parties. The 3,000 old books given by the Comune of 
Rome to the 11th Section of the city’s Popular Libraries, which is run by the 
Institute, has grown into a collection of 17,000 volumes. Readers belong to all 
social classes and to various levels of education. School teachers, students, 
professional people and manual workers rub shoulders in the reading rooms. 
There are three separate card catalogues, an author, a subject and a somewhat 
simplified classified one. Although this is not a state library, all its services are 
free and every effort is made to make service friendly and informal. 1,851 
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borrowers were registered (1,208 men and 643 women) an increase of 921 over 
the previous year. 33,278 volumes were lent, an increase of 5,599. 17,215 
were borrowed by men and 16,063 by women. 25,691 volumes of fiction were 
borrowed, 1,259 of history, 1,148 in philosophy and education, 995 in science 
and technology. In the reading room 15,117 issues were made, an increase of 
2,311 on the previous year. This is largely due to the closing of the National 
Library. A breakdown of issues by classes is given. The number of quick 
reference works has been increased and issues recorded were 8,670, an increase 
of 3,509. In all 57,065 issues were made, 23,787 of which were for books 
consulted in the library. F.S:S. 


10204 Presidential address : the pattern of Scottish libraries in the 
light of the Roberts Report, Alexander Dow. Scot. Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 
1959, 6-26. 


The effect of the main recommendations of the Roberts Report if they were 
applied to Scottish libraries are discussed. One of the values of the Report is 
that standards are set out which may influence the future development of 
Scottish libraries. The 28 larger library services should co-operate in purchasing 
every non-fiction book which appears in the British National Bibliography. A 
few libraries misuse the interlending scheme by requesting books which they 
should purchase. Librarians who examine their own services with a view to 
improving efficiency should welcome a visit from an Organisation and Methods 
officer. Following the Presidential address three groups discussed the Roberts 
Report and then reported their findings to the conference. A motion was 
carried instructing the council of the S.L.A. to prepare a statement on new library 
legislation and minimum standards. [This statement, Recommendations of the 
council on new library legislation affecting Scotland and standards in book provision, 
staff and premises, (pub. March 1960) recommends a minimum annual expenditure 
of 2/6 per head (1958 prices) on books alone, or £3,000, whichever is the greater]. 

F.McA. 


10205 Some trends in public libraries: United States, 1960, Harald 
Ostvold. [In English]. Bibliotheekleven, 45 (4) April 1960, 137-142. 


Basic assumptions : (i) that it is morally good and necessary to provide access 
to library materials freely to all people ; (ii) that reading is beneficial. Thus 
arises the idea that the materials must be exploited, made easily and attractively 
available. To promote this there have been the ALA’s Goals for action and the 
two National Library Weeks of 1958 and 1959. The effect is that the head of a 
public library system tends to be more an administrator than a bookman. Con- 
sequently the library schools are giving more attention to training for adminis- 
tration. Administrators must be fully aware of the continuing competition of 
the library amongst many other claimants for a larger and larger share of public 
funds. With greater demand for library services, stimulated by the vigorous 
extension activities using radio, TV, films, lectures, music programmes, etc., 
the trend is now towards the establishment of larger units of service. Even so, 
some 25m. people in the USA still lack library services and to remedy this the 
Library Services Act, 1956, marks the greatest national effort so far achieved to 
obtain government financial support for new projects. Two other trends are 
also contributing to improved services: (i) many new library buildings ; 
(ii) numerous schemes of co-operation in acquisition, storage, staff training and 
specialisation. W. 
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10206 A broad view of the LSA, Ken McCormick. ALA Buill., 54 (5) 
May 1960, 375-377. Port. 


The Library Services Act was passed in 1956, and four years later, judgement 
may be passed on its results. $7.5m. p.a. was sought for allocation : in 1956 
the allocation was $2.5m., in 1958 $5m. and in 1959 $6m. Nevertheless, new 
or improved library services have been offered to 30m. people since 1956. The 
allocations have been wisely spent, some, as in South Carolina being spent on 
training nearly 300 librarians for future expansion. Inservice training pro- 
grammes have also been arranged. State surveys of actual library needs were 
made in places including Kentucky, Florida and West Virginia, before money 
was spent. States such as Utah, Arizona and Oregon also increased their own 
grants towards library work. In the 50 states, nearly 280 projects, supported by 
both federal and state aid, were put into operation. These had often been long 
ago planned, but not executed through lack of money. Citizens are taking advan- 
tage of better services : e.g. there has been a 32° increase in interlibrary loans 
in Florida, 47°% in New Hampshire, while the use of books in rural areas rose 
40°. If the act is not renewed in 1961, much of this work will be wasted and it 
is therefore everyone’s responsibility to stress the importance of the continuation 
of the Act to Senators and Representatives. K.J.E. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES : Policy and practice 


10207 The Mitchell Library of Sydney, Australia, W. Patrick Strauss. 
Lib. Q., 30 (2) April 1960, 124-129. 

In 1898 David Scott Mitchell offered his collection of 60,000 books, manu- 
scripts, pictures, prints, maps and charts concerned with the Pacific area in general 
and Australia in particular to the state government of New South Wales. A 
condition of the offer was that the collection be housed in a special building and 
should bear his name. The state government accepted and in 1910 the Mitchell 
Library was opened as a reference library for serious students of the Pacific and 
has since grown to 162,000 volumes. A description of some of the collection’s 
treasures is given. D.W. 


10208 Die Grossstadtbiichereien und die technische Literatur [Large 
city libraries and technical literature] Wilhelm Schmitz-Veltin. Mitteilungsblatt 
{Nordrhein-Westfalen), 10 (1) 1960, 36-42. 


In Duisburg, the City Library has to meet the whole demand for technical 
literature since there are few special libraries. The demand is great since 176,000 
of the 500,000 inhabitants are technicians and engineers. The library has 
160,000v. increasing by 15,000 a year. 100,000v. are in branch and young 
people’s libraries and many are technical works of the simpler kind. In the 
main library all technical monographs in German are collected as Duisburg’s 
contribution to the subject specialization scheme. Technology forms 5% of 
the total stock and 84°% of the non-fiction stock. In January-March 1959, 
issues of technical books formed 5°/, of the total and 12°% of the non-fictional 
total, 17°/, higher than loans in the natural sciences and 24%, higher than in 
history and political economy. 67°/ were to borrowers under 30, 31% to those 
between 30 and 65. 31% of the borrowers were students, 31% workers and 
manual workers, 32° technicians and engineers. The turnover of technical 
literature in 1957-58 was 3.2 times ; in the current year it may well be 4 or 5 
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times. Back volumes of the 25 technical periodicals in stock are little used, but 
the current parts are in great demand. All demands for technical monographs 
in German published since 1957 are met from stock, those since 1945 are bought. 
Out of print and pre-1945 books are borrowed from other libraries. In February, 
March, June and July 1959, technical and industrial subjects accounted for 26.2%, 
of requests sent out by this library. This includes the specialist literature required 
by 12 large industrial firms. The main bibliographical tools are in the library 
but unidentifiable requests have to be passed to the union catalogue in Cologne or 
the Technological University Library in Aachen. In spite of much local use the 
special collection of technical literature could be used much more by other 
libraries in the state. R.C. 


10209 Zusammenarbeit zwischen 6ffentlichen Biichereien und der 
lokalen Wirtschaft [Co-operation between public libraries and local industry] 
Marcel Elsen. Mitteilungsbiatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen), 10 (1) 1960, 42-55. 


Should it be the function of the public library to provide the technical and 
reference books and periodicals which individual industrial libraries cannot 
afford to buy themselves ? In Holland the Section for Special Librarians of the 
Dutch Association of Librarians has mediated between public and special librarians 
and produced a report showing how the two can help each other. In Deventer, 
Zwolle, Amsterdam and Enschede, the recommendations of the report are 
already being put into practice. In Great Britain, Glasgow P.L. has had a 
commercial department since 1916 and now there are many towns with similar 
departments. The Scandinavian countries have not developed much in this 
direction. In Holland the Joint Public Library-Commerce Committee consists 
of three public librarians, three special librarians and a chairman elected by the 
committee. Its job is to promote co-operation between public libraries and the 
libraries of industrial and commercial firms. It is concerned not only with the 
well-organized libraries of large concerns but also with smaller libraries and firms 
which need books but do not know how to start a library. It also helps public 
libraries by showing them what can be done for local industry and commerce 
and by publishing lists of recommended books. R.C. 


10210 Méglichkeiten und Gefahrdungen der landlichen Biichereiarbeit 
[Potentialities and difficulties of rural library services] Volker Weimar. B. u. 
Bild., 12 (2-3) February-March 1960, 41-47. 


In the Rendsburg area of Schleswig, district libraries situated in market towns 
and school centres serve the outlying areas as well, and present a greater variety 
of material than village libraries are able to do. Inter-library lending in the 
region is encouraged, based on a printed catalogue available in all libraries. 
Last year, the number of readers remained constant, but issues fell slightly. The 
decrease may be attributed to full employment, greater mobility of people, 
television, and the increase in paper-back literature.- Public libraries should not 
lower their standards in order to increase issues, but the needs of the readers 
should be re-examined, and the reader requiring books for practical purposes 
should not be overlooked. In the past, village libraries have frequently been 
situated in schools. Now that schools are often built in a midway position 
between villages, this policy may need review. Travelling libraries offer one 
solution to the problem of serving small communities. A.DJ. 
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10211 Life without father: (2) The post-Roberts era, R. C. Benge. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (5) May 1960, 153-155. References. 


(See LSA 6956). A re-statement of argument in the context of recent times. 
A theory of library organisation is still lacking ; basic principles are not under- 
stood by librarians. Examples are obvious in attitudes towards staffing, non- 
acceptance of innovation in techniques, negative approach to reference service, 
lack of enthusiasm for a national library service, and failure to appreciate the true 
purpose of library schools in professional education. C.A-Cr. 


10212 Regionalization in counties, K. A. Stockham. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 
(1) January 1960, 13-16. 


The writer looks at regionalization in the light of the Roberts Committee 
report. He defines this sytem of county library administration and discusses the 
problem of choice of suitable town to act as centre. The arguments for the 
system are cited : large local bookstock ; familiarity with local needs ; better 
bibliographical service ; staff relationships are improved. The position of 
regional committees and their duties and powers are described. C.A.Cr. 


10213 The technical library : its past, present and future, F. R. Taylor. 
Manch. Rev., 8 Winter 1959-60, 353-359. 


The Manchester Technical and Science library was opened in 1922 in a hut, 
and its use expanded steadily until in 1934 it was merged with the Commercial 
library in the new central library building. From 1937 to 1947 the Technical 
library was incorporated into the general Reference library, but in June 1947 it 
once more became a separate entity in its own premises. These provided seats 
for 62 readers, later increased to 125. The annual number of readers grew from 
74,398 in the first full year to 224,994 in 1957, and it became necessary to move 
to larger premises. A gradual transfer was made during 1959, and was com- 
pleted by the end of September. The new Technical library has seats for 252 
readers, with room for another 31 in the separate Patents and microtexts library. 
About 25,000v. are now available on the open shelves, compared with less than 
500 in 1947, and the bookstock stands at over 90,000. Over 1,100 periodicals 
are subscribed to, of which over 500 are displayed. The library also has over 
2,000 reels of microfilm and over 60,000 microcards. The Technical library 
has now taken over lending functions in its own field, and its use for reference, 
lending and enquiry, both by individuals and firms, is still increasing steadily. 

C.WJ.H. 


10214 Ansafone—another new toy, L. C. Guy. Asst. Lib., 53 (4) April 
1960, 65-66. 


St. Marylebone Central Lending Library receives 50-60 book renewal requests 
per day, and to reduce the work in handling them an automatic telephone- 
answering machine with its own G.P.O. line has been installed. This Ansafone 
machine is based on a tape recorder and contains sufficient tape for one hour’s 
recording, about 80 to 90 calls. Each morning the tape is played back, and the 
appropriate renewals are made. There is little saving in staff time, but a smoother 
public service is given and playing back can be done at times convenient to the 
library. Once-used tapes can be erased and used again. The cost of hiring the 
Ansafone ranges from 35 shillings per week for a two year contract, to 22/6d. 
per week for a seven year contract. (Includes material from Liaison p. 11 (in 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (2) February 1960)). B.CS. 
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10215 The binding of periodicals in public libraries, Eric A. Clough. 
Lib. World, 61 (717) March 1960, 185-188 [and correction, May 1960, p. 244]. 


Costs of preserving a bound volume of a conventional periodical are, approx- 
imately : 25/- for binding, 2/- for the provision of shelving, and a further 2.4d. 
per annum for storage (including staffing and overheads). In deciding whether 
to bind and how long to keep, the guiding factor should be the use of the 
periodical in question. Librarians should co-operate on a regional and national 
basis to share the responsibility for preserving this material, although transport 
costs are a disadvantage here. Photographic reproduction offers a possible 
solution, but microfilm, despite its value in many respects is almost valueless for 
certain classes of work. The preparation of periodicals for binding should be 
carried out efficiently but without excessive use of professional staff time. 
Standardisation of binding processes (particularly finishing) can save time and 
money. At Bristol P.L. cloth labels are block stamped with titles in bulk, other 
details being added after the label has been fixed to the spine of the bound volume. 
Opinions differ concerning unsewn binding, but it is cheaper and more flexible. 
Flush binding is economic for periodicals not subject to intensive use or to be 
kept for long periods. If kept for less than about 5 years and rarely consulted, 
binding may be dispensed with, the loose parts being stored in boxes (which is 
rather unsatisfactory), or tied into bundles. ps2. 


10216 Token charging at Grimsby, David Boswell. Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (5) 
May 1960, 156-158. 


Since token charging for fiction was introduced 18 months ago in the Central 
Library and branches, several problems have been encountered. The habit of 
many readers of taking their tickets away from the library when not borrowing 
books was extended to the tokens in their possession. The obvious difficulty 
caused in the matter of overdues for non-existent loans had to be explained 
to readers by pamphlet and verbally. Because the habit could not be eradicated 
quickly, sets of tokens in different colours were used, one colour for a given 
period only. Many readers took tokens from branches for extended use at the 
Central Library. The difficulties arising were minimized by using different 
colours of tokens at Central and branch libraries at the same time. Reservations 
and renewals of tickets presented only minor difficulties. Checking returns 
with a visible index of reserved books and using a red sticker on the labels of 
much-reserved books are the answers to the first and marking out-of-date tickets 
in the file and handing renewal forms to borrowers solve the latter problem. 
Difficulties which continue to cause some trouble are concerned with overdues, 
books lost and found again, and renewals of fiction loans other than when the 
book is presented. C.A.Cr. 


10217 Is staff welfare important in the public library ? D. E. Davinson. 
Lib. World, 61 (719) May 1960, 231-232. 

In general, there appears to be a tremendous turnover in public library staff. 
Many reasons have been given to explain why so many young people leave the 
profession—poor salaries, insufficient prospects of promotion, difficult examina- 
tions and inconvenient working hours. One rarely mentioned is that of poor 
working conditions and lack of adequate welfare facilities, in which respect 
public libraries compare unfavourably with industrial concerns, for which 
stringent regulations in these matters are laid down by the Factories Acts. Many 
commercial organizations give their staff leave of absence with pay for study 
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purposes, including sandwich courses and even full-time attendance at a uni- 
versity ; many local authorities do not even take advantage of the provision in 
the ‘Charter’ enabling them to pay part of the expenses incurred by staff for 
studying for examinations. In the provision of staff canteens, medical attention 
and protective clothing also, many libraries lag far behind industry. In public 
libraries, separate staff rooms should be provided for senior and junior staff, 
together with adequate cooking and cloakroom facilities. Staff guilds, where 
they exist, should regard the promotion of better working conditions as their 
prime responsibility, but should not be misled into using their funds for amenities 
which should be provided by the local authority. J.S.P. 


10218 Problem odptywu czytelnikéw w wypozyczakniach miejskich 
[Problem of ‘mortality’ of readers in municipal libraries] Fr. Bursowa. Biblio- 
tekarz, 26 (10) 1959, 289-296. 


Statistics of Warsaw public libraries are analysed with the view of finding out 
the number of readers who gave up membership of the library. Over the 
period of the last four years there were on the average 42,292 readers, of which 
16,239 were new and 11,241 of the previous year did not renew their membership. 
4°, of those who did not come back were readers of one year’s standing and a 
quarter of them stopped using the library after one or two visits. The trend 
cannot be explained by the movement of population (6.7 per 1,000, while the 
library ‘mortality’ is 315.8 per 1,000), nor by the readers having joined another 
library (only 8° did that). The smallest decrease is in suburban areas where 
there are not so many cultural activities to choose from, and in libraries with few 
staff changes. Suggested remedies include a statistical record of new readers so 
that their fluctuation can be observed, reminders either by personal call or letter 
to readers who stopped using the library, better assistance to readers and guidance 
when they join the library. [Abstracted from a Czech translation in Novinky 
knihovnické literatury, 3 (1) 1960, 22-24]. S.S. 


10219 Co dalej z punktami bibliotecznymi ? [What to do with village 
centres?] H. Pietrulewicz. Bibliotekarz, 26 (9) 1959, 262-266. 


During the last five years there has been a marked decrease in the use of village 
centres of the Olsztyn district, (46,821 readers in 1954, 22,047 readers in 1958), 
while municipal libraries of the same district show an increase (23,228 in 
1954, 31,664 in 1958). The reasons are: (i) unsatisfactory service in village 
centres, (ii) librarians of village centres are not always given the minimum fee 
due to them, (iii) hours of opening are not stated, (iv) the bookstocks are not 
supplemented by current books, (v) the choice of books available is small. 
Mobile libraries on the British pattern are strongly recommended to remedy the 
situation. An editor’s footnote adds that this suggestion would be difficult to 
put into practice now, because the roads are bad and suitable vehicles are not 
available. [Abstracted from a Czech translation in Novinky knihovnické literatury, 
3 (1) 1960, 7-8]. 


10220 Public library development in the Republic of the Sudan, 
Mohamed Abdel Kafie. Lib. World (Egypt), 2 (1) January-February 1960, 
65-66. 

The Sudan government planned a public library service in 1946. In 1951 the 
first demonstration library was opened in Omdourman. It has a bookstock of 
17,600, two-thirds in Arabic, one-third in English. Lack of trained staff has 
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made it impossible to follow correct classification and cataloguing practices. A 
simple alphabetical notation is used for broad subjects ; catalogue entries are 
limited to author and to title entries. This library also supervises five small 
libraries (reading rooms) run by the local government. It arranges lectures, 
discussions and filmshows to publicise the library, and it is proposed to start a 
mobile library soon. W. 


10221 Pa jomfrutur med bokbaten “Abdulla” [The maiden voyage of 
the book-boat “Abdulla”] Johannes Bygstad. Bok og Bib., 27 (1) January 
1960, 28-32. Illus. 


To serve the people living on the many islands of the west coast of Norway, 
the Board of the Central (County) Library for Hordaland, Sogn and Fjordane, 
petitioned for a floating library. Support was obtained from the State Library 
Office and from the county. 34 of the 56 communities in Hordaland were 
requested to appoint a person who would be willing to make contact with the 
bookboat on its calls. 31 persons have been appointed. The “Abdulla” carries 
over 6,000v. ; 2,800v. are in boxes of 30 or 60 volumes ; the others are dis- 
played in the ship’s lounge. The schedule of calls was worked out and advance 
publicity extended all along the route. The maiden trip took place between 
September 21st and October 11th, 1959. The first half was to the north of 
Bergen ; the second, to the south. Results showed an overwhelming enthusiasm 
for the service which is seen to be much too small for the purpose. 15,000v. 
would not have been too many. The halts were too short. The boat is to make 
two trips a year, but this first experience shows that this service is needed and that 
it must be augmented in the future. 


10222 The public library and the older adult, Rose Vainstein. North 
Country Libraries, 3 (2) March-April 1960, 1-8. 

The problem of the ageing population is a difficult one. Are libraries serving 
the older population adequately in an age where emphasis is on youth and work ? 
Brief statistical survey of current scene with the conclusion that a dynamic 
philosophy and understanding is required to cope with the problem and that 
libraries have an important role to play. A suggested role described. Author 
claims that it is the responsibility of library staffs to find ways of introducing 
new paths of living to the old. Some ways are put forward and better publicity 
and public relations are advocated. D.P.W. 


10223 Kunstbeger i folkebibliotekerne [Art books in public libraries] 
Jorgen Thorsted. Bogens Verden, 42 (3) May 1960, 124-131. 


The growing interest in art has made it necessary for public libraries to make 
extra efforts to meet the still-increasing demand for art books and to augment 
the scarcity of Danish art literature with an all-round and up-to-date collection 
of foreign art books. A collection which is too small, too conservative, and not 
up-to-date will lose the reader’s interest. To the majority art books are primarily 
picture-books, i.e. a mobile art museum, and the text is of secondary importance. 
The quality of the reproductions must be the best*possible. Some people prefer 
a black-and-white reproduction, considering it to be more realistic than one in 
colour, but this may be doubted. Three different reproductions of the same 
painting can be so different that it seems as if they are three different pictures. 
The colour reproductions, although they are less correct, tell more about the 
intentions of the artist than those in black-and-white. A very critical examina- 
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tion of the quality of the illustrations and comparison with other reproductions 
are necessary. After dealing with book selection, cataloguing and binding 
problems, the author advocates closer contact with study circles, art societies, 
museums, etc., to make the library authority aware of the existing demand for 
art books. Smaller libraries should co-operate in building up a common 
collection for interloan. E.B.V. 


10224 Art collections for public libraries, Charles D. De Young. Illinois 
Libs., 42 (4) April 1960, 246-250. 


Problems in starting a collection of mounted reproductions are : (i) money ; 
(ii) sources of good reproductions ; (iii) sources of mounting board and frames ; 
(iv) storage of pictures in the library ; (v) cataloguing and circulation procedures ; 
(vi) development of a satisfactory case for carrying the borrowed picture from 
and to the library. While the collection is small the simplest method of storage 
is to display all the pictures round the library. For a larger collection the best 
solution is to use wooden or metal bins. Cataloguing and circulation procedures 
should be kept as simple and practical as possible. Shopping bags with handles 
will do as carrying cases for smaller items, manila envelopes will take a few more 
but the bulk of the collection will have to be otherwise provided for. Heavy 
wrapping paper or corrugated carrying cases can be used and one library uses 
oil cloth made into plain open-end envelopes. P.B.D. 


10225 Budget control of book purchases and binding expenditures in 
large public libraries, Alex Ladenson. Lib. Resources, 4 (1) Winter 1960, 
47-58. 


Outlines three principal methods used to gain financial control over books and 
other material ordered by the various branches and departments in large library 
systems. (i) Actual cost method—the most expensive to operate, but the only 
method which gives an accurate result. (ii) Unit system, by which each depart- 
ment is allocated a fixed number of units based upon a predetermined table of 
values. (iii) A combination of list price and estimated average discount. The 
methods used in large library systems in the United States both for books and 
rebinding are described in greater detail. TAT. 


10226 What’s new in public library service to business, Rose Vainstein. 
Lib. J., 85 (5) March 1 1960, 913-918. 


The 67 American and 5 Canadian public libraries currently providing service 
to business men are listed as an appendix to this article, which surveys recent 
developments under the following headings : (i) materials ; (ii) bulletins and 
newsletters ; (iii) book and film lists ; (iv) special services ; (v) publicity. The 
special services mentioned include cheap photocopying facilities, informal 
library tours for businessmen, teletype communication between Racine and 
Milwaukee P.L.s., a bi-monthly index to 30 Canadian periodicals, published by 
Toronto P.L., and a Business Advisory Committee established by Rochester P.L. 

G.E.H. 


10227 Public relations programs. Lib. J., 85 (6) March 15 1960, 1061-72. 
Photos. 

Four public relations programmes carried out by American public libraries 
are described. In Detroit a cultural and educational programme, Detroit Ad- 
venture 1959, was co-operatively organised by several local bodies, including the 
Detroit Institute of Arts, Wayne State University and Detroit P.L., and aimed to 
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extend the influence of the participating organisations into the lives of more 
local citizens. The programme was in three phases, and made its impact through 
discussion groups, displays in local shops, an annotated list of significant post-war 
books, a calendar of cultural events, and a TV series of “‘conversations in the 
arts”. Brooklyn P.L. is running a year-long programme, Salute to Brooklyn, 
using many forms of communication media, and addressing its appeal to the 
reader’s individual needs. Methods include monthly exhibitions emphasising 
libraries as community centres, press releases, a specially prepared annual report, 
and lecture series. The interest aroused has made expansion of services essential. 
Philadelphia’s programme centred round a Family Book Fair, containing 5,000 
titles for all ages, which was systematically publicised in all the local papers. 
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, N.C., directs its public relations efforts 
towards newspapers, radio and television. Every assistance is given to local 
newspapers, and editors are asked to designate a “library reporter’. Possible 
approaches to a newspaper are : (i) writing news oneself ; (ii) telephoning the 
appropriate editorial department ; (iii) allowing the paper to take the initiative. 
For radio and TV, spot announcements are most used, as they have the greater 
impact in relation to the time and effort involved in preparation. All aspects of 
library service can be publicised. G.E.H. 


10228 Razvoj gradske biblioteke u Splitu [The municipal library of 
Split] Hrvoje Morovié. Vjesnik Bibliotekara Hrvatske, 5 (1-4) 1958-1959, 25-38. 
Split, Yugoslavia, (pop. 50,000) is rich in libraries, including those of Emperor 
Diocletian, Ivan Ravenjanin (7th cent.) the Benedictines (11th c.), Archbishop 
Bernard (12th c.), the writer Marulié (15th c.), and the collections of the poets 
and men of learning (17th-18th c.). A society, Gabinetto di lettura, opened a 
library for the public in 1861, intending it to be a town library, but it was not 
taken over by the town until after the Second World War. The municipal 
library was founded in 1903 and opened to the public in 1912. This library 
also arose from the action of another society which offered 600 volumes for the 
purpose. Other donors added to the collection and in 1911 the library occupied 
new premises including a reading room with 35 seats. In 1919 it obtained the 
right of legal deposit for its region. Space became a problem and in 1925 the 
premises were enlarged. The authorities did not take much interest in the 
library, spent little on it, and accessions were mainly books given by professors. 
Normal services became impossible during Italian and German occupation in 
the 1939-45 war, but after liberation in 1944 the library was overhauled and 
much improved. Legal deposit for all Croatia was applied and by 1957 the 
stock had increased to 120,000v. W. 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES, YOUTH LIBRARIES and 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES ~ 


10229 The Children’s library of Sao Paulo, Lenyra Fraccaroli. Lib. J., 
85 (10) May 15 1960, 1987-89. Photos. , 

The library was started in 1935, and now comprises the central library and 
17 branches, all offering the children a wide range of activities. Initially, 
children were attracted to the library by film shows, but it soon became a centre 
of study. Children have to use the reading room for an hour before they are 
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allowed to take part in the other activities, which include a record library, 
painting and modelling, games, a puppet theatre, and a newspaper, which the 
children produce themselves and translate into Braille. A special service is 
given to blind children, both in Sao Paulo and in the interior. Because of the 
poverty of many families, the library provides a free lunch daily to all comers. 
G.E.H. 


10230 La Biblioteca all’aperto sul Colle Oppio [The open-air library on 
the Oppian Hill] Giuseppe Mascioli. Parola, 42 (5) September-October 1959, 
508-510. Illus. 


(See LSA 8877). This library has been organized for the Comune of Rome 
by the National Institute for Popular and School Libraries each year since 1955 
in a quiet corner of the area formerly occupied by the Gardens of Maecenas. 
Pines, eucalyptus and olive trees soften the austerity of the surrounding ruins. 
The books are housed in a small garden house in the mediaeval style favoured 
by the aristocracy of the Renaissance, but the children prefer to read under the 
trees or the shade of the large multi-coloured umbrellas. Such a library is 
healthy for the children during school holidays and they are safe there from the 
dangers of the great city. Presumably lack of funds prevent the comune from 
running similar libraries in other parts of the city but in Milan the city has given 
a site and private and industrial donors have built the splendid functional “Park 
Library”. If similar action was taken in Rome the National Institute would 
contribute books. In 1959 the Oppian Hill library had had about 10,000 
readers. They had shown a marked preference for foreign authors because 
Italian books for children and young people are not suited to the taste and mental 
development of the readers for whom they are intended and who nowadays 
learn so much from radio and television. F.S.S. 


10231 It all started with Prometheus, Margaret A. Edwards. Calif. Lib., 
21 (2) April 1960, 93-96, 112-115. 

One of the functions of the public library is to see that culture (the fire of 
Prometheus) reaches people via books. One effort in recent years to develop 
the services of the public library has been the establishment of Young Adult 
Services for teenagers, and the term ‘“‘Young adults” has been officially accepted 
by the ALA. The public library should give young adults their own section of 
the library, either two sections of shelves (in a very smal] library) or an alcove 
in the adult department ; although a few libraries have special rooms. 80°, of 
the collection should be adult, as a collection of teenage titles is likely to delay 
the reader’s development, and the teenager should be allowed to choose his own 
books unmolested by the librarian, who needs to use the gentle persuasiveness 
of sales technique to be an effective influence. G.H. 


10232 The activities of School Libraries Department in Egypt, Hassan 
Rashad. Lib. World (Egypt), 2 (1) January-February 1960, 67-68. 


The School Libraries Department of the Ministry of Education in Cairo has 
issued a code of rules for the development of school libraries in Egypt. Funds 
have been increased from £E19,000 in 1959 to £E100,000. 350 schools are 
to have furniture and equipment within the next 5-6 years. Plans and specifica- 
tions for the guidance of manufacturers have been prepared. 6,500 classroom 
libraries have been established in primary schools. A fee of 10 piastres is levied 
on every pupil to help buy the items needed in each school library. Three 
training courses for teacher-librarians have been held in the library school in 
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Cairo University. In five years’ time all secondary and preparatory schools 
with over 30 classes will have full-time qualified librarians ; smaller schools will 
have part-time librarians. Some 30 school libraries have been transformed into 
public libraries in the evenings, others are attached to community centres. Such 
centres are also in formation in other parts of the United Arab Republic. Libraries 
for the Ministry of Education departments, inspectors and teachers in the 20 
zones have been planned. The Department has prepared a manual on the 
administration of a school library. W. 


10233 The public library and the secondary school in Ghana, E. J. A. 
Evans. West African J. Education, 4 (2) June 1960, 61-63. 


The school library must be an integral part of the school, with its own per- 
manent stock, but the public library can help it. The Ghana Library Board 
provides book boxes (each containing 50 books, at a charge of £2 per annum) 
to schools and other institutions. Changes of books are made possible by 
quarterly visits of mobile libraries, and special requests are fulfilled as far as 
possible. A special postal service for teachers provides books of all kinds for a 
subscription of 4s. a year, with no charge for postage either way. The number of 
users is appallingly small. The public library can be especially helpfui to the 
school librarian in the choice of books, and particularly in a country where 
bookshops leave much to be desired. During the next development period, 
the Library Board hopes to start a mobile library service to middle schools. 
This will be run by chartered librarians, and their help in matters of library 
practice will be available to the schools. The teacher in turn can help the public 
library by getting his pupils used to books and libraries. Three leaflets issued by 
the Ghana Library Board describe the services which schools can have for the 
asking. C.B.F. 


10234 School libraries, John B. Purdie. Scot. Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 1959, 
36-42. 


The progress from verbal and printed recommendations of 1906, 1914 and 
1925 to the obligation to provide a school library in all new secondary schools in 
Scotland (Scottish Education Department. School building code. Circular 268, 
1953) is traced, with summaries of the main provisions in the following publica- 
tions : Libraries in secondary schools (C.U.K.T., 1936) ; Libraries, museums and art 
galleries (Scottish Education Dept., 1951) ; Schools libraries today (School Library 
Association, 1950) ; and Report on school libraries in Scotland in 1952 (School 
Library Association in Scotland). Up to 1952 the development of school 
libraries in Scotland lagged far behind that of other countries, but as a result of 
the 1953 instruction (repeated in 1959 regulations) to include a library of 1,500 
sq. ft., in all new secondary schools much progress has been made in schools of 
all types. Examples of the current expenditure for initial bookstocks and annual 
maintenance in Lanarkshire, Stirlingshire, Glasgow, and Renfrewshire are given. 


10235 School libraries, William J. Goldie. Scot. Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 
1959, 28-32. ‘ 


Stirling County, Scotland, has set a new standard for the provision of school 
libraries. Going beyond the 1951 Report on Libraries, museums and art galleries, 
and the School Library Association’s report on primary schools, both of which 
recommended classroom libraries for primary schools, the Education Committee 
and the County Library Committee are providing separate library rooms fully 
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equipped. In senior secondary schools with 750-1,000 pupils, full-time qualified 
Children’s Librarians are appointed ; part-time qualified librarians serve the 
smaller schools. Initial expenditure is 30/- (or 3 books) per pupil in primary 
schools, and 40/- (or 4 books) per pupil in secondary schools. Maintenance is 
at the rate of 2/- per pupil. The school library is used continuously throughout 
the day as a room in which various classes search for material on the subject 
they are studying at that time. The results of this new standard of provision 
have been most stimulating and the library as an extension to classroom work 
has become a fact. It is suggested that the area of 1,500 sq. ft. in the 1953 
School building code may prove to be insufficient in the larger schools. W. 


10236 School library facilities for Africans in Southern Rhodesia, 
B. W. Lloyd. Oversea Education, 32 (1) April 1960, 36-41. 


With increased village schooling, more are learning to read. The problem is 
to ensure that they do not lose the new skill through lack of reading-matter. 
All teacher-training schools (grade A schools), and nearly all boarding schools 
(grade B), possess libraries, but the position is not so good in day schools (grade C) 
partly because they are not eligible for library grants. Some of these libraries 
are for reference only, and some have very restricted hours of opening, while 
others have much wider facilities. The great need now is for teachers with 
special interest in the care of books and how to interest readers in their content. 
A recent survey reveals changes in reading interests and habits. It also shows 
the need for the Department of Education to organize a central advisory service, 
and to give grants for the employment of librarians at the larger A and B centres. 
There are three African Teachers’ Libraries, all founded since 1948, and each 
receiving a government grant of about £50 a year, and providing a postal service. 
By this means, 1,200 of the 11,200 teachers keep in touch with reading facilities. 
The Native Affairs Information Branch supplies boxes of books to local councils, 
and this library service might be used to supply loan collections to the schools. 
Some African territories have obtained the help of philanthropic agencies in 
developing library services, and such help would be valuable in Southern 
Rhodesia, where funds are strictly limited. CBF. 


10237 On using Standards for School Library Programs, Frances Henne and 
Ruth Ersted. ALA Bull., 54 (2) February 1960, 124-129. Illus. 


The guiding principles behind the 1960 ALA Standards for School Library 
Programs are as follows: (i) describe school library service necessary to the 
educational plans of the school ; (ii) are high, as the children need something 
better than average ; (iii) are comprehensive and quantitative ; (iv) are inter- 
related, e.g. book funds and materials offered and the number of staff employed ; 
(v) concise enough to give adequate guidance to a wide audience, ranging from 
school boards to the teaching staff ; (vi) are not ideals but can be put into practice 
with time ; (vii) based on facts of actual school libraries. KJ.E. 


10238 Gear organization to elementary school needs, Virginia Clarke. 
Lib. J., 85 (8) April 15 1960, 1639-41. 

The plan for the organisation of materials in an elementary school library 
described here involves (i) grading and coding books for readability ; (ii) the 
reduction of time spent in cataloguing by simplifying processing and emphasizing 
classification as a key to the contents of the collection ; (iii) provision for pro- 
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cessing non-book materials ; (iv) maintaining a file of persons who have agreed 
to give talks on their jobs or interests. The readability code is understood and 
used only by the librarian and teachers, the index to the classification scheme 
used (DC with local modifications) replaces a subject catalogue, except in a few 
instances where a subject index has been found necessary. Books are arranged 
on the shelves by Dewey number, then by title in the form in which it appears 
on the spine, which makes it easier for the children to find and replace books. 
The records kept for books and AV materials are described. G.E.H. 


10239 Cataloging for the school librarian, Elinor C. Saltus. Lib. J., 85 (6) 
March 15 1960, 1073-76. Photo. 


The problems faced in deciding on the scope of a cataloguing coucse in an 
undergraduate library school, most of whose students become school librarians, 
are considered. School librarians have to work without professional super- 
vision, with few aids in cataloguing, and few of them proceed to a graduate 
library schoo]. In the time available for a cataloguing course, the principles 
must be fully covered, with enough repetition and exercises to ensure that each 
problem is fully understood. Many details of cataloguing procedure may be 
disregarded, as they are unlikely to be necessary in a school library. Use of 
printed cards is insisted on whenever they are available, but often items not 
covered by such services are difficult to catalogue. Analytical entries are im- 
portant in a school library. Subject headings are a particular problem, and as 
much time as possible is devoted to Sears’ list. Cross references have been 
neglected in the past, but a mastery of their technique may give the school 
librarian confidence in forming a pamphlet file or undertaking other biblio- 
graphical activities. G.E.H. 


10240 Preparation and Cataloging Time for School Libraries. A Report from 
The Professional Committee, Northern Section School Library Association 
of California, 1959. 


Results of a survey of 104 school libraries—87 full-time librarians, 71 part-time ; 
68 libraries with clerical help ; 87 responsible for their own cataloguing ; 
72 libraries using commercially made cards. The questionnaire used provided 
time study information on every phase of the cataloguing process, with or 
without clerical help, with or without printed cards. The cost in time and 
money per book catalogued without printed cards is estimated at $1.27 and 28.5 
minutes respectively ($1.12 and 16 minutes being the professional time and cost 
involved). With printed cards the cost is reduced by $.58). Since the survey 
pointed out that the time spent in cataloguing a book does vary at different grade 
levels, this estimate would vary for different schools. The main conclusion 
drawn from the survey is that librarians are spending time on cataloguing 
processes which could adequately be performed by «icrical assistants. P.A. 


10241 Library skills through citizenship classes, Marguerite Clark 
Attwood. Wilson Lib. Bull., 34 (4) December 1959, 269, 271. 


Citizenship and world affairs and library use can be taught at one and the 
same time. At Calexico Union High School each freshman is allocated a 
United Nations country for special study. He tackles periodical material via 
Readers’ Guide (in which type of work he is first instructed). He uses the cata- 
logue to trace information in books in the library and prepares bibliographies of 
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other relevant literature. Newspaper reading and evaluation are not neglected. 
The subject of study is the student’s allotted country throughout so that he 
accumulates a great deal of information on many aspects of that country, acquired 
by right manipulation of library materials. Hard work is called for by librarian 
and teacher in preparation and checking of work. CAE. 


10242 Before the library opens, Margaret C. Rehring. ALA Bull., 54 (2) 
February 1960, 133-136. Illus. 


The need is stressed for the library to be used as soon as the school of which it 
is a part, is ready to be used. In the first year, the librarian is responsible for 
introducing the library to teachers who have not been accustomed to a library, 
while exploiting the collection for the confirmed users. Mechanical tasks 
connected with the library should have been done the previous year, giving 
time thus to processing, selection and advertising the idea of the library to the 
school. A second special grant of money should be given to the librarian to 
spend during the first year of opening to gear the requirements of the library— 
apart from the basic universal needs—to that particular school. In Cincinnati, 
the basic standard books are bought for the library by a panel of librarians who 
take as their own responsibility, sections of the classification scheme ; the 
resulting lists being later discussed and co-ordinated by the supervisor of school 
librarians. Processing is temporarily centralised during the summer months to 
aid the new school libraries and the hard-pressed older ones. K.J.E. 


10243 Portrait of a school library, Margaret E. Nicholsen. ALA Bull., 
54 (2) February 1960, 136-141. Illus. 


Evanston Township High School has 3,500 students. The library is a service 
agency for all departments of the school, from the mentally handicapped to the 
college level courses, for the teachers as well as clerical workers. The library is 
open 1} hours per day in addition to school hours and Saturdays. Nearly all 
the books are on open shelves and non-book materials are included in the terms 
of reference. The librarians spend most of their time in individual and group 
reading guidance, helping students to become more effective users of the library, 
and advising the teachers on student library use. Special reading lists are made 
for teachers by the library staff, if requested. A union list of periodicals taken 
in the school is kept. Ample space is given to the library including College and 
career rooms, library classroom and a listening room. There are roughly 
30,000 books, 22,000 pamphlets, 241 periodical titles, 1,000 filmstrips, 1,000 
gramophone records, 64 motion pictures and 133 large wall maps. Staff include 
5 full time professionals, 1 half-time paraprofessional, 3 full time clerical assistants, 
9 paid part-time students and 3 or 4 student volunteers for work at the charging 
desk. The total budget is $20,700 split between the various materials supplied. 

KJ.E. 


10244 The school library in West Africa, D. Gunton. West African J. 
Education, 4 (2) June 1960, 52-55. 


Brief reference is made to the position of school libraries in West Africa. 
Advice and information for school librarians are given under the following 
headings : Administration ; What books exist ? ; Where can books be bought ?; 
How can books be preserved ? A list of books for secondary schools, by Joan 
Allen, is appended (pp. 55-61). C.B.F. 
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LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE : Plans, furniture, lighting 


10245 The librarians and the architect, K. C. Harrison. Lib. World, 61 
(717) March 1960, 177-180. 


More library buildings are being planned than ever before. The lack of 
logical development in library architecture offers to the librarian the opportunity 
for a fresh start. The solution to better planning must be based on international 
as well as national experience. The librarian, who should acquire an elementary 
knowledge of architectural techniques, must assess the potential use of the new 
building in order to prepare a detailed brief for the architect. He, in turn, 
should learn to appreciate the functions of libraries and librarianship, so as better 
to use his skill in relating these requirements to the particular site. There 
should be maximum co-operation between both officials, and there is evidence 
of a greater degree of co-operation between the two professions than ever before. 
When completed, the final plans (and possibly a scale model) will be submitted 
to the authority for approval. It is usual to advertise for tenders, but it is becom- 
ing common to invite ‘selective tenders’ from a short list drawn up by the 
architect. During construction, the librarian will be busy in appointing staff 
and selecting stock for the new library, as well as in publicising, and making 
arrangements tor, its opening. J.S.P. 


10246 Spoluprace knihovnika a architekta pri vystavbé knihoven, 
tentokrat v resortu ministerstva zdravotnictvi [Co-operation of librarians 
and architects in the building of hospital libraries] Julie Ktivinkov4. Knihovnik, 
5 (3) 1960, 81-89. 


Describes some hospital libraries in Czechoslovakia and lays down the principles 
and standards of the building of new ones. It recommends that hospital libraries 
should consist of a reading room, workroom for the librarian and a store room. 
The three rooms can be combined into one, providing it is divided by means of 
partitions or bookstacks. None of the rooms should be too large otherwise 
the hospital administration would use them as a lecture hall to the detriment of 
the library service. When new hospitals and health centres are planned, the 
library should be an integral part of the plan and architects should seek the advice 
of librarians in planning it. S.S. 


10247 La nouvelle bibliothéque universitaire de Grenoble [Grenoble 
University Library] Bull. bib. Fr., 5 (1-3) January-March 1960, 17-20. Plans, 
photos. 


This is one of the most important of the post-war French university libraries. 
It has accommodation for 1,200,000v., and 14,000 sq. metres floor space. The 
area of the site was limited, and so the architect built upwards. The public rooms 
and offices are on the 6th floor, 20 metres above street level, and as a result enjoy 
magnificent lighting. There is seating for 250 students, and a room near the 
periodicals room is reserved for the teaching staff. When the need arises more 
reading rooms can be opened on the floor beneath the existing ones, and on the 
ground floor there is a room of about 200 sq. metres, open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
for students to work in who do not need to consult the books upstairs. H.T. 
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10248 La nouvelle bibliothéque municipale de Saint-Etienne [The 
new public library at Saint-Etienne] Mauricette Simon. Bull. bib. Fr., 5 (5) 
May 1960, 127-130. Photos. 


A brief description of the new library which was opened in October 1959, in 
the Hotel Colcombet, a large 18th cent. type house built at the beginning of 
this century. The alterations were complicated by soil subsidence. The first 
floor was kept almost intact and used for the public rooms—the catalogue room, 
lending library, reading room, and offices. The ground floor and 2nd and 3rd 
floors have been converted into stacks. The advantages have been the com- 
paratively low cost due to converting an existing building, and its excellent 
central position which would not otherwise have been available. The dis- 
advantage is the limited space for both readers (54 in the reading room) and for 
book storage (only 5 km. of shelving). at. 


LIBRARY MATERIALS : Selection, acquisition, processing 


10249 U.S. Senate consents to ratification of Florence agreement, 
Verner W. Clapp. ALA Bull., 54 (5) May 1960, 377-378. 


USA, the 32nd country to agree to the Florence agreement, (the Unesco- 
sponsored Agreement of the Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Materials), formally signed this on 23rd February 1960. The effect of the 
agreement is to remove all obstacles to the importation of books and a wide 
variety of other scientific, educational and cultural materials, by eliminating or 
reducing trade barriers, and provide necessary import licences and foreign 
exchange for books. Safeguards for domestic industry dangers are contained 
within the agreement. ALA has been in favour of the passing of this resolution, 
although libraries themselves have little to gain, since they are already exempted 
from paying import duty on library materials ; (i) it approves of the reduction 
of barriers against the flow of knowledge ; (ii) it is anxious for U.S. to stand as 
an equal with the majority of other major powers ; (iii) it will reduce present 
library formalities in securing exemption duties. Ratification of the agreement 
has been signed, legislation altering existing statutes is now taking place. 

KJ.E. 
10250 O nabavi i nabavnoj politici [The problems of acquisition] Branka 
Hergesié. Vjesnik Bibliotekara Hrvatske, 5 (1-4) 1958-1959, 9-22. 

The growth of large libraries has led to slower service, reader dissatisfaction, 
more complicated catalogues, greater expense in making catalogues and main- 
taining bookstacks. Of the many solutions advanced, the author concentrates 
on the problems of acquisition. There is need to consider very seriously the 
effect of every item suggested for addition, whether by purchase, by exchange 
or by gift. On the average it costs nearly twice the value of a book to catalogue 
it. Therefore exchanges and gifts are not “free”. More attention should be 
paid to schemes of co-operation between libraries whether locally, regionally or 
nationally. These schemes may relate to subject coverage or to means of 
speeding-up service, such as union catalogues and the use of photographic 
reproduction. In Yugoslavia co-operation has been attempted in the acquisition 
of foreign periodicals by exchange (in Zagreb University libraries) and the 
exchange of printed publications with foreign libraries and institutions of a 
similar type to those in Yugoslavia. These problems have been discussed 
frequently at conferences and in 1958 the members of different institutions agreed 
on the need for further specialisation among the large libraries. W. 
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10251 Avisene som historisk kilde og bibliografisk problem [News- 
papers as an historical source and a bibliographical problem] Gunnar Christie 
Wasberg. Bok og Bib., 27 (1) January 1960, 20-22. 


Newspapers and periodicals provide the finest record of the topical currents in 
cultural life and politics. Experience in Norway shows that these materials are 
being worn out and that not enough thought has been given to their preservation. 
Only the largest libraries are using microfilm. Secondly, not enough recording 
and indexing is being done to simplify the task of finding what is wanted. The 
University Library in Oslo is working on a revised edition of Arne Garborg’s 
newspaper catalogue ; a few libraries are indexing their local papers, and a few 
newspapers issue their own indexes. More general indexes to a number of 
newspapers are being prepared in Denmark and in Sweden. To improve 
matters in Norway it may be necessary for libraries to seek the help of research 
institutes and newspaper proprietors. : 


10252 Periodical storage re-visited, David B. Ward. Wilson Lib. Bull., 
34 (3) November 1959, 210-211. Illus. 


Storage facilities are wanted which are adequate, compact, inexpensive and 
durable. The author is concerned with those periodicals which are not bound 
but which are filed for a period of a few years at most. He dismisses horizontal 
piling as unpopular, confusion-causing and irritating. Two methods of vertical 
storage are considered. The first requires cubby-hole reconstruction of existing 
shelving with partitions spaced 5 or 6 inches apart, similar to the method used 
for shelving, say, music scores. The second method has been developed by the 
writer. Boxes of plywood and hardboard are constructed so that standing on 
end they are about 12 in. high by 12 in. deep by 4 in. wide. The sides are cut 
away at the top front corners so that the side facing outwards when the box is 
shelved is about 4 in. square. Periodicals may therefore be removed from the 
box without lifting out the box itself, although catalogue-drawer pull-handles 
can be fitted to the front, incorporating label holders to identify the contents, 

C.ACr. 


10253 Geschichtsbild und Bildgeschichte: ein Vergleich ihrer Pfege 
in zwei Welten [History pictures and picture histories : a comparison of 
their usefulness in two worlds] Hans Pauer. Biblos, 9 (1) 1960, 1-14. 


The picture librarian is neither librarian nor archivist in the ordinary sense ; 
but a picture collection should be as valuable in its way as business archives were 
to the business historian, Warshaw. American history, especially of the last 
hundred years, has left abundant material evidence, which can be recorded in | 
picture form. In the State Archives alone there are 34m. photographic negatives, 
which remain uncatalogued, because of the staff’s other duties. In the meantime, 
a self-indexing system based on broad subject headings acts as a substitute. It 
would be better if large collections could be systematically indexed according to 
dictionary catalogue practice. When we turn to other institutions, we find 
their methods of arrangement vary, e.g. by artist in the Ashmolean, and in the 
New York P.L. by techniques and periods. - The classic example of a well- 
arranged collection is the Radio Times Hulton Picture Library, with its five main 
groups : portraits, topography, history before and after 1920, and material in 
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books. In other collections, such as those of Standard Oil, New York, and Shell, 


London, finely sub-divided classification schemes save detailed cataloguing. 
It has been found useful in some institutions, e.g. the Historical Society (USA) } 
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and the Fogg Museum, to reproduce their pictures photographically to a standard 
size. The problem of a universal union catalogue of illustrations will probably 
be too difficult to solve ; but there is no reason why individual collections 
should not prosper, where they serve business as well as academic interests. 
D.S.R. 


10254 Assembly line processing at West Point, L. Miles Raisig. Lib. J., 
85 (7) April 1, 1960, 1343-45. Photo. 


Methods which more than doubled processing production at the U.S. Military 
Academy Library are described. Faced with an increased acquisitions programme 
and considerable recataloguing with no possibility of additional staff, a new 
approach to processing was evolved. (i) A greater potential was realised from 
existing staff, by rigid division of professional and. non-professional duties, 
specialisation by individuals and pooling of ideas. (ii) New processing techniques 
including a processing flow sheet carrying all necessary instructions, which 
accompanies books through all stages of processing, a technical manual to 
complement the instructions on the flow sheet, and the control of ordering and 
acquisition of new material. (iii) Physical reorganisation of the processing 
division, involving the elimination of non-processing functions and personnel, 
and the arrangement of furniture to ensure a steady flow of material being 
processed. G.E.H. 


10255 Shelving medical serials for reader convenience: title vs. 
corporate entry, Ralph T. Esterquest and others. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 48 (2) 
April 1960, 175-183. 


When an opportunity occurred to reorganise the periodical collection of nearly 
3,000 titles at the Harvard Medical Library it was decided to arrange all serials 
in a single alphabet, regardless of form differences (e.g. weeklies and annual 
reviews). The alphabetisation was by title, following the World List of Scientific 
Periodicals (with minor variations), as it was felt that this was in harmony with the 
ordinary reader’s approach to periodicals. Before the change, seven medical 
librarians were circularised for their opinions on the respective merits of title or 
corporate entry, where appropriate. The six who replied all unhesitatingly 
recommended the former. G.R.P. 


10256 Serial services cost indexes, William H. Huff [and] Norman B. 
Brown. Lib. Resources, 4 (2) Spring 1960, 158-160. Tables. 

Cost index tables for serials on Business, Law, Miscellaneous, U.S. documents, 
and serials which combine all four subjects for the years 1947-1959. H. W. 
Wilson indexes are not included. jA.T. 


10257 Multiple binding-instruction form, Marianne von Dobeneck. 
Lib. Resources, 4 (1) Winter 1960, 59-62. Facsim. 


A description of a single-transaction binding form used by the Binding 
Department of Columbia University Library. The form measures 38 by 7 in. 
and gives four copies on the “No Carbon Required” method. Each binding 
instruction is numbered serially and gives full instructions to the commercial 
binder and also to the processing department of the library when the volume is 
returned. The advantages in the use of the form are also listed. J.A.T. 
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10258 K hmotnej zodpovednosti pracovnikov %tatnych vedeckych 
kniznic [Are librarians personally responsible for books in their charge ?] 
Frantisek Mestitz. Knihovnik, 5 (2) 1960, 40-43. 


According to Czechoslovak law, employees are personally responsible for 
damage to property under three headings : (i) Wilful damage or damage while 
under the influence of drink, (ii) Damage by neglect, (iii) Damage to items for 
which the employee accepted responsibility. The author tries to prove that 
the last category should not be applied in libraries, as librarians cannot be held 
personally responsible for damage done to books by readers. If the law was 
enforced librarians would have to pay the full cost of damage to books in their 
charge. S.S. 


10259 Marking of books, Lloyd A. Kramer [and others]. Lib. Resources, 
4 (2) Spring 1960, 180-182. 

Lloyd A. Kramer (Pomona P.L.) discusses the problem of avoiding lettering 
twice (on book and jacket) on books with plastic covers. He does not consider 
that the plastic jacket will last until the book needs rebinding. In Pomona the 
book is lettered and a hole is made in the paper jacket through which the class 
number can be read. Donell J. Gaertner (St. Louis Co. L.) describes the use of 
an automatic typing machine which letters class numbers on to rolls of recasing 
leather which are cut up and attached to the spines of the books. Six colours of 
leather are used to indicate age grades. George Hansen of Olivet College, 
Michigan, describes that library’s method of spraying a panel of dark green 
lacquer on to the spine of the book on to which the class number is lettered by 
electric stylus. J.A.T. 


10260 Order records and methods : a workshop. Lib. Resources, 3 (4) 
Fall 1959, 278-288. 


A summary of seven papers read at a workshop on order records and methods 
sponsored by the University of Southern California School of Library Science, 
April 14, 1959. The papers cover order methods used in various types of 
Californian libraries. The titles of the papers are as follows: (i) A survey of 
order forms, (ii) Our order forms [Univ. of Calif.], (iii) Ordering books for Los 
Angeles City schools, (iv) Receiving and financial records, (v) Follow-up orders, 
(vi) What records are kept, and (vii) Work simplification and office procedures. 

J.A.T. 


CATALOGUING, CLASSIFICATION, INDEXING, 
ABSTRACTING 


10261 Vorbereitende Tagung fiir eine Internationale Konferenz iiber 
Katalogisierungsprinzipien, London, 19.-25. Juli 1959 [Preparatory 
meeting for an international conference on the principles of cataloguing} 
Helene Loebenstein. Biblos, 9 (1) 1960, 14-21. References. 

(See LSA 10030). It has been obvious for some time that an international 
cataloguing code would have the advantages of standardising library practice 
throughout the world, to the great benefit of their users, and of providing a 
universally understood basis for the compiling of bibliographies. The possibility 
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was discussed at the International Conferences for Bibliography and Documen- 
tation at Brussels in 1908 and 1910 ; but two main difficulties made it appear 
hopeless. They were (i) the question of what should constitute the first word of 
a title entry, and (ii) that of corporate authorship. The main line of cleavage 
was between Anglo-American practice, on the one hand, and German on the 
other. After World War I, however, many German libraries had to construct 
new catalogues, and are now acquiring much foreign material, with the result 
that more librarians are willing to accept the rule of entry under the first word 
not an article. This did not apply to Austria ; but in the United States, Holland, 
Russia, France, and South America there has been dissatisfaction with existing 
codes. Circumstances have never been more in favour of an international scheme. 
There is to be an international conference in 1961, for which a working party of 
20 members have prepared the agenda. There will be no attempt to draw up a 
new code ; but the conference will confine itself to the alphabetical author and 
title catalogue, to questions regarding the choice of heading, and to the trans- 
literation of non-European entries. K.E.R, 


10262 Cataloging in source : the experiment from the viewpoint of 
the Library of Congress, C. Sumner Spalding. Consumer reaction survey 
of cataloging in source, Virginia Drewry. The viewpoint of publishers, 
Roy B. Eastin. Lib. Resources, 3 (4) Fall 1959, 239-256. 


[More details are given on the subject than are contained in LSA 9764] W. 
(See also Cataloging-in-source experiment : a review. Lib. J., 85 (8) April 
1960, 1535-37). 


10263 Institute on catalog code revision : a composite report. Lib. 
Resources, 3 (2) Spring 1959, 123-140. 

(See LSA 9195). A summary of the papers and discussions at the Institute on 
Catalog Code Revision, Stanford University, July 9-12, 1958. The new draft 
Code was prepared by Seymour Lubetzky, and Wyllis E. Wright and eight 
others prepared a paper on the troublesome parts of the draft code. The basic 
objectives of the draft code are: (i) To facilitate the location of a particular 
work, and (ii) To relate and bring together the works of an author and the 
editions of a work. The subjects of the papers were as follows. 1. General 
philosophy and structure of the code (Wyllis E. Wright). 2. Entries for works of 
single authorship and anonyma (M. D. Herrick). 3. Serial entry (F. B. Field). 
4. Entry of corporate body under successive names (M. R. MacDonald). 5. 
Entry of all institutions under name rather than place (L. C. Colvin). 6. Problems 
of subdivisions in the entries for corporate bodies (Susan Haskins). 7. Form 
sub-headings under government bodies (A. B. Berthold). 8. Miscellaneous rules, 
including entries for congresses, conferences, etc. (J. W. Rogers). 9. Inter- 
national aspects of revision, the long-standing desire for standardization (A. D. 
Osborn). Also an Epilogue by Seymour Lubetzky. Each section contains 
(a) Summary, (b) Comment, and (c) Institute discussions. jae. 


10264 The current revision of ALA rules, Seymour Lubetzky. Lib. 
Resources, 4 (1) Winter 1960, 79-84. 


A talk given before the Cataloging and Classification Section of the Catholic 
Library Association in which the author outlines the history of current revision 
of the ALA (1949) rules, and also the present procedure of revision. He also 
includes a statement of objectives and basic principles of cataloguing which will 
become the basis of any new code of rules. Jeet: 
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10265 Das Regelwerk fiir den Anonyma-Teil des Benutzerkataloges 
der deutschen Staatsbibliothek [The code of rules for the anonymous 
section of the public catalogue of the German National Library] Hans-Erich 
Teitge. Z. f. Bib., 73 (5) December 1959, 418-433. References. 


The users’ catalogue of the German National Library, Berlin, is one of the 
few in Germany that arranges title entries according to word-order of the title- 
page. The code of rules set out here in detail is intended to stimulate discussion 
on the advantages of ignoring less important words in the alphabetical arrange- 
ment. It has been elaborated, as a result of experience in actual cataloguing, 
from the general principles that : (i) articles should be neglected, and (ii) con- 
junctions and prepositions in the middle of a title should be neglected, but taken 
into account at the beginning of one. The following are examples of some of 
the problems that have been provisionally resolved: (i) Christian names, 
whether abbreviated or given in full, are omitted from the beginning, but not 
from the middle of a title ; (ii) titles prefixed to personal names are omitted ; 
but designations such as Royal, Koeniglich, etc., are retained ; (iii) compound 
words are in general treated as one word ; (iv) festschriften dedicated to people 
are entered under their names in the author catalogue ; (v) words designating 
numbers or implying quantity are to be retained ; (vi) words retained as order- 
words are to be given in the same case as in the original, but given modern 
spelling where necessary ; (vii) abbreviations (e.g. Unesco) are to be retained as 
such ; but references are to be given from the full form. D.S.R. 


10266 Name of person, S. R. Ranganathan. Annals of Lib. Sci., 6 (3) Sep- 
tember 1959, 77-80. 


The importance of name of person in catalogue entries is pointed out. Name 
of person occurs in the heading of catalogue entries and also in the title sections. 
The features that make up name of person are discussed, such as the number of 
words in it, their grammatical nature, their functions, their relative potency, the 
complexities in their structure and their cultural impact. The listing of name of 
persons is suggested in each social group so as to facilitate cataloguing. The 
adoption of Indian Standard, IS : 743-1956, for supplement to author statement 
is recommended as the right solution for making cataloguing of modern books 
easy, and the need of noting the cultural background of the author is obviated. 

C.A.Cr. 


10267 Cataloging ephemera, Edith Lenel. Lib. Resources, 4 (2) Spring 
1960, 128-130. 


An account of the method used in New York University Library for catalogu- 
ing ephemeral material acquired through the Farmington Plan. The material is 
arranged into broad subject groups and shelved in boxes at the appropriate class 
number in the stacks. Brief descriptive entries are made for each title for 
inclusion in the Library of Congress Union Catalog as necessary under the 
Farmington Plan. Any further breakdown of the material would preferably be 
chronological. The writer claims that the method is not only quicker and less 
costly but also provides a more satisfactory method of arrangement for the 
eventual user. J.A.T. 
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10268 The cataloguing of gramophone records, S. A. Somerville. 
Librarian, 48(5) July 1959, 97-99. 

A record library, because of its various peculiarities, is not normally open 
access. This being so, the catalogue, being the only key to the collection, 
should be well guided and sufficiently detailed and staff should be available to 
give assistance. Types of recordings are discussed briefly together with their 
individual problems in the cataloguing field. Some useful reference books, to 
be used in conjunction with music cataloguing, are listed. Theoretical problems 
of various entries are dealt with and examples given. D.P.W. 


10269 Probleme der Katalogisierung mittelalterlicher Handschriften 
[Problems of cataloguing manuscripts of the middle ages] Gustav Meyer. 
Nach. d. Vereinigung Schweizer. Bib., 36 (1) 1960, 1-9. 


The need is stressed for full cataloguing if the ms. is to be of the most use to 
the researcher. Some idea of the task in hand is given by the fact that adequate 
description of about 320 parchment mss. in Section B (mainly theological) of 
Basel University Library will take 14-15 years and the catalogue will run to 
2,000 pages. The limitations of a short title only are emphasized—comparison 
of texts is virtually impossible. There must be an index of initial words and it 
is suggested that entries be numbered. Full description covers outward form 
as well as contents and should give a complete picture of the ms. It should be 
possible to identify an author by the handwriting. Complications arise when 
one text re-appears in another collection especially as collections are often the 
contributions of several authors. Spelling variants help show the origin of a ms. 
No two mss., unlike most printed books, are exactly alike and this is their great 
attraction. Finally, the need for full cross-references of forms of names is 
stressed. Throughout, examples are given illustrating the various points. 

H.M. 


10270 Map cataloging: inventory and prospect, Bill M. Woods. 
Lib. Resources, 3 (4) Fall 1959, 257-273. Bibliog. 

A survey of the history of map cataloguing during the present century in 
which P. L. Phillips’s statement in Cutter’s Rules for a dictionary catalog (4th ed.) 
that “‘the cataloging of maps and atlases differs very little from the cataloging of 
ordinary books” is strongly denied. The area covered by the map is of primary 
importance ; authorship is rarely personal ; and demand is nearly always first 
expressed by area delineated. The practice of special map libraries and collections 
supports this contention. So also does the Final report (1953) of the Geography 
and Map Group of the Special Libraries Association. This report would include 
in the catalogue heading for all maps, first the Area, then Date, followed by the 
special subject of the map. Specimen entries are given. JAGT. 


10271 Ziir Musikalienkatalogisierung der Deutschen Biicherei [Music 
cataloguing in the German Library at Leipzig] Hans-Martin Plesske. (i) B. u. 
Bild., 12 (4) April 1960, 137-140. (ii) Z.f. Bib., 73 (6) 1960, 511-516. 

(i) A new set of rules for cataloguing music has recently been drawn up, which 
includes rules for popular music. This is because the Deutsche Musikbibliographie 
serves both as a bibliography and as a reference catalogue, and the music trade is 
certainly interested in a comprehensive reference work in the sphere of popular 
music. The percentage of German libraries and publishers so far subscribing to 
the work is relatively small, and one reason for this may be diversity of catalogu- 
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ing practice. The German Library will follow and support any moves for 
international discussion of the problems of cataloguing music. [Report read at 
5th Congress of the IAML, Cambridge, July 1959]. A.D J. 
(ii) The German Library in Leipzig has had a music collection since 1942, and 
since 1943 has been publishing the basic music bibliographies associated with the 
name of Hofmeister. Since it also distributes 5 x 3 catalogue cards for all currently 
produced musical works, its interests are naturally involved in instituting a 
unified system of cataloguing. As the inheritor of the Hofmeister tradition, 
however, it cannot contemplate any too drastic changes. In general, works of 
music are catalogued according to the rules for other printed works ; but 
certain special problems arise, e.g., (i) it is not always easy to determine the title ; 
(ii) opus numbers may or may not be used as a means of arrangement ; (iii) copy- 
right date or date of adding to the German Library may often be used as an 
approximation to the date of composition ; (iv) some kind of formula has to be 
found for indicating the instruments for which a piece is scored ; (v) vocal 
music requires, in addition to an author entry, an entry under the words ofthe 
first line and of the refrain, and a reference from the name of a separate librettist. 
K.E.R. 


10272 The slide collection at Liverpool School of Architecture, 
P. Havard-Williams and Stella A. Watson. J. Doc., 16 (1) March 1960, 11-14. 


A short survey of the rules developed for a subject catalogue on cards of a 
collection of 15,000 slides. Some examples are given of the form of entry and 
of the form of heading. D.W. 


10273 Subject headings and codes, Maurice F. Tauber. Lib. Resources, 3 
(2) Spring 1959, 97-102. Bibliog. 

A summary of 5 papers presented at ALA-RTSD meeting at San Francisco, 
July, 1958. The papers express the need for a national subject headings’ code to 
augment Cutter’s rules. An international code of subject headings would be 
more difficult of approval because of the peculiarities of language. A study of 
the basic principles of subject heading work would be a necessary preliminary. 
David Haykin’s work on a subject heading cataloguing code will be continued 
and supervised by the Library of Congress Subject Cataloging Division. J.A.T. 


10274 Card catalog arrangement, George Scheerer. Lib. Resources, 3 (2) 
Spring 1959, 140-145. 


A plea for a more nearly straight alphabetical arrangement in dictionary card 
catalogues, based on the observation that the sequence of separate cards is not so 
easily and clearly scanned as that of a printed double page of a book catalogue. 
The finding mechanism of a card catalogue is alphabetical order, but, largely due 
to Cutter’s influence, we have introduced too many classified sub-groupings. 

J.A.T. 


10275 Sorting backwards, Donald W. Johnson. Lib. Resources, 3 (4) Fall 
1959, 300-310. 

(See LSA 7595). A supplement to the author’s previous article on Pre-filing 
sorting methodology in which the technique of the method was explained. This 
second article defends the method from the criticisms and comments of Margaret 
Windsor of Stanford University Libraries. Useful examples of alphabetic and 
numerical sorting by this method are also given. J.A.T. 
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10276 Dividing a catalogue in Western Australia, Arthur Ellis. Lib. 
Resources, 3 (4) Fall 1959, 289-292. 


The Library Board of Western Australia became responsible in 1955 for the 
administration of the State copyright library. By 1957 Accessions and Catalogue 
sections of the Board were located in the State Library. Three catalogues were 
located in the same building, (i) Dictionary catalogue of Board and State library 
accessions since 1955, (ii) post-1955 public dictionary catalogue of the State 
Library, (iii) pre-1955 State Library catalogue, handwritten and on non-standard 
sized cards. A union catalogue of the entire stock was considered useful in the 
State Library, and in so doing the opportunity was taken to divide the catalogue 
into Author and Title sections. The subject entries in the Board’s Headquarters 
catalogue were removed to the State Library, and there is now in the Board’s 
Headquarters an author and title catalogue of all books acquired by the Board 
except pre-1955 State Library stock. The State Library now has (i) an author 
and title catalogue of post-1955 State Library stock, which will also include pre- 
1955 stock as it is recatalogued, and (ii) a union subject catalogue of post-1955 
State Library stock and of the stocks of all public libraries in the state. J.A.T. 


10277 Cataloging practices and problems in selected military academic 
libraries, Robert K. Johnson. Lib. Resources, 4(1) Winter 1960, 71-78. 


(See LSA 8124). The cataloguing practices in some eighteen libraries in the 
U.S. are described and reviewed under such headings as—tools, author, and title 
entries, descriptive cataloguing, subject headings, levels of analysis, library 
classification systems, cards, and types of main catalogues. 


10278 The worries of a public library administrator, Herbert Goldhor. 
Lib. Resources, 3 (2) Spring 1959, 119-122. 


The Chief Librarian of Evansville, Ind., looks critically at cataloguers and 
cataloguing. His main comments are : (i) Does the catalogue need to include 
entries for all types of books in the library : fiction, paperbacks, etc. ? (ii) There 
is no evaluation of the work done in cataloguing. (iii) Cataloguers are tradition- 
ally conservative and little given to experimentation. (iv) There have been few 
controlled factual experimental studies of catalogue use. (v) There have been 
no major breaks-through in cataloguing techniques in the last 50 years, with the 
exception of mechanical duplication of cards. jAT. 


10279 The service load of a cataloger in a small college library, Bernice 
E. Headings. Lib. Resources, 3 (2) Spring 1959, 117-119. 


A summary of the results of a questionnaire sent to 31 college libraries in 
December-January 1957-58 requesting information on : (i) kinds and numbers 
of material added 1956-57 ; (ii) composition and status of library staff ; (iii) 
number of professional, clerical and student assistants. The results show an 
average of professional librarians of 1 to 5 per institute, and the total number of 
staff members ranged from 1 to 84. The smallest cataloguing load was 600 books 
and 18 records, etc. handled by one librarian and a clerical assistant. At one 
college one professional cataloguer with one clerical assistant and 10 hours 
student labour catalogued 3,632 items. None of the colleges had more than one 
full-time professional cataloguer. ALY. 
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10280 New serials titles, Mary E. Kahler. Lib. Resources, 3 (2) Spring 1959, 
145-149, 


A description by the Head of the Serial Record Division of the Library of 
Congress on the expansion and mechanisation of procedures in compiling 
New serials titles. With the use of punched cards and mechanical tabulation 
New serials titles has become a proving ground for the application of mechanisation 
to bibliographical work. JASE. 


10281 Some aspects of basic research in classification, Phyllis Allen 
Richmond. Lib. Resources, 4 (2) Spring 1960, 139-149. References. 


A review of current research in classification, with emphasis on modern 
methods exemplified by the work of Ranganathan, Vickery, etc. Some treat- 
ment is also given of Uniterm indexing and related methods, and the Detroit 
Public Library’s Reader Interest Arrangement. The needs of mechanised 
organization of information form the background to the whole. J.A.T. 


10282 Universal classification—untenable, Vern M. Pings. Lib. Resources, 
4 (1) Winter 1960, 5-13. 


The 19th century belief that science was an exact discipline and depended 
finally on measurement has been exploded by 20th century science, since every 
scientific experiment entails a subject approach. Every classification of existing 
knowledge is bound to be proved erroneous by future discoveries. Language 
changes rapidly to keep abreast of scientific advance. A systematic classification 
of existing knowledge is impossible, because each science or discipline develops 
its own ways of understanding the elements of that discipline. To generalise a 
method to cover all sciences or disciplines would lead to confusion of terminology 
and ideas. J.A.T. 


10283 Progress in revision of the UDC 621.3 tables, G. N. J. Beck. 
Aslib Proc., 12 (3) March 1960, 109-114. 


The current English version of UDC 621.3 was published in 1946. It is one 
of the most widely used tables with several thousand users in Britain alone. A 
new B.S.I. committee was set up to make the revision. Gives an outline of how 
changes are entered in UDC via FID. By 1948 the necessity for radical changes 
led to the composition of the International Classification Committee for electrical 
engineering, whose purpose was to co-ordinate the work of the various national 
committees. A new English edition of 620/621 will be published shortly. The 
sections most radically changed are those concerned with lamps, telecommunica- 
tions and electronics. A.C.L.H. 


10284 Dewey reviews, Lib. Resources, 4 (1) Winter 1960, 14-33. 


A collection of reviews of the 16th edition of DC from various national 
standpoints. Edith Scott contributes a detailed criticism from the United States, 
dealing fully with the inadequacies of the index. J. F. W. Bryon gives the 
British user’s point of view, considering DC in relation to national co-operative 
purchase agreements, and in relation to the peculiar needs of British libraries. 
A. Puget, for France, emphasizes the need for closér collaboration between DC 
and UDC. The contribution from Norway by Birgit Foss underlines the long 
history and influence of DC in that country. Lastly, B. S. Kesavan suggests 
expansions, especially in religion, philosophy and history which are needed for 
Indian libraries using DC. J.A.T. 
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10285 The Decimal Classification, Edition 16 : Class 300, E. J. Coates. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (3) March 1960, 84-90. 


(See LSA 9445). Refers first to the large problem of the separation of the 
social sciences and history classes and suggests that there is a case for alternative 
schedules. Main changes from edition 14 covering 380 and 301 are dealt with 
in detail with criticism of many individual placings. Next examines sections 
320-390 in turn. 320 was better served in Edition 15. 330 changes are still 
insufficient, and in some cases wrong. The order of topics in 340 remains poor. 

Tidying up in 350 fails to help several topics which remain peculiarly arranged. 
More success has been achieved in 360, but many topics yet have no place. 
370 needs drastic re-arrangement. 380 has anomalies and omissions. Class 300 
displays DC’s two great failings : inability to provide for the subject matter of 
existing literature and arbitrariness of order of those topics included. DC does 
not exhibit regularity of pattern, predictability or simplicity. C.A:Gr. 


10286 Chain indexing: its significance, H. N. Ananda Ram. Ind. Lib., 14 
(3) December 1959, 131-134. 


The author, assistant editor of the Indian national bibliography, introduces chain 
indexing as a practical example of the ‘symbiosis’ of classification and cataloguing 
and demonstrates the indexing of class numbers by this method. Shows that 
index entries are correlative to the individual parts of each class number and thus 
made for each successive step in the classifying process. Distinguishes unsought, 
fused and false links, with examples. Commends the technique for its automatic 
securing of relevant entries and for its consequent suitability as a tool for use by 
non-expert cataloguers and ends by stressing that, despite its formulation for an 
analytico-synthetic classification, it can be used to very great advantage with 
enumerative schemes such as DC. C.A.Cr. 


10287 Natural, classificatory and machine languages (Depth classifica- 
tion 34), S. R. Ranganathan. Annals of Lib. Sci., 6 (3) September 1959, 65-68. 


The inefficiency of natural language, which is defined as one current among a 
community, in several spheres is pointed out. The trend to design a special 
artificial language for each purpose is described, and mention is made of technical 
terminologies, diagrams, chemical formulae and mathematics. The purposes of 
classificatory and machine languages are stated. After tracing the different 
stages in the development of classificatory language, the postulational approach 
of the latest stage is demonstrated. The development of machine language is 
briefly traced, and its recent use for the rapid retrieval of entries of documents is 
described. The use of classificatory language as a bridge language in passing 
from natural language to machine language, whether the latter is used for 
literature search or for correlation, is recommended. CAGE. 


10288 Les classifications de brevets et leur coordination inter- 
nationale [Classification of patents and an international scheme] Study 
published under the direction of M. G. Finiss. Bull. bib. Fr., 5 (4) April 1960, 
61-78. 

Despite the obvious value of having a standard international classification 
system for patents, only very recently, in 1954, has any attempt been made to 
institute one. The task would have been easier had it been undertaken earlier 
before so many widely divergent schemes had developed. Classifications first 
started in the 19th cent., and fall into two groups : the American scheme which 
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concentrates on the invention rather than its applications, and the German scheme, 
from which the other European schemes derive, which emphasizes the uses to 
which an invention is put rather than the invention itself. In 1954 a convention 
of members of the Council of Europe met to draw up a standard classification 
scheme. This is a compromise between the different European schemes, based 
therefore on the German principle, so that its substitution for individual systems 
would be easier. A committee of experts will revise the sub-divisions periodically. 
The scheme differs so radically from the American one that it can only be hoped 
it will be used as an auxiliary classification in the States. H 


10289 Some procedures in indexing, J. Edwin Holmstrom. Indexer, 2 (1) 
Spring 1960, 20-30. Illus. 

(See LSA 9784). Deals with some of less usual practical methods for making 
alphabetical indexes to contents of books and periodicals. Notes value of using 
punched card machinery for maintaining cumulative indexes (which are in- 
valuable for periodical indexes). Gives example of an author union catalogue 
published by the N.Y. State Library, the Checklist of books and pamphlets in The 
Social Sciences, produced from punched cards. Such techniques are fully discussed 
by Dr. Martin Scheele in a book which Mr. Holmstrom has translated into 
English, due for publication in 1960 under title Punch card methods in research and 
documentation, with special reference to botany by Interscience, N.Y. Several 
inexpensive hand methods usable by private workers are available. Describes 
(i) Cope-Chat (British) or Key Sort (U.S.) ; (ii) “Peek-a-boo” (U.S.) or 
Sichtlochkarten (German) systems. The former are “‘edge-notched cards”—and 
the latter, which many consider have greater potentialities, are “feature” cards. 
There are British, French and German makes of “feature” cards. Mentions an 
unpublished scheme of J. L. Jolley’s which has two fields—a normal and an 
extension field. Describes personal methods of keeping cards in alphabetical 
order and for keeping a cumulative index to a periodical posted up to date 
immediately after each issue has appeared. W.HSS. 


10290 Coordinate indexing at the University of New Hampshire 
Library, Duncan Brockway. Amer. Doc., 10 (3) July 1959, 228-231. 

The application of Uniterm to a collection of 4,000 documents on wood is 
described. The author found that this method is economically sound for a 
small collection. It is also stated that the greater number of terms used the lesser 
the possibility of false co-ordinations. A reviewer’s note suggests that the 
author’s collection was too small to justify this last conclusion. T.B. 


10291 Bibliographies et documentation : insuffisances, problémes et 
perspectives [Problems and shortcomings in current documentation] Désiré 
Kervégant and Raymond Fourmont. Bull. bib. Fr., 5 (5) May 1960, 113-125. 
Tables, diagrs. 

As an illustration of the uneven coverage by current bibliographies in a par- 
ticular subject, seven agricultural periodicals were examined and compared with 
particular reference to articles on plant viruses.. They were : Bibliography of 
agriculture, Bulletin signalétique du C.N.R.A., Bulletin signalétique du C.N.R.S., 
Biological abstracts, Referativnyj zhurnal, and Review of applied mycology. The 
scope and presentation of information in the individual periodicals is first 
described, and they are then compared as to degree of completeness, language 
coverage, and speed of entry. The conclusions drawn are that, as has been 
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found in earlier surveys, none of these bibliographies is exhaustive, certain 
references are common to all seven periodicals, others appear only in one, so 
that to obtain complete documentation all must be examined. The number of 
articles noted can fall below 30° in some analytical bibliographies. The delay 
between the publication date of an article and its entry in the bibliography is at 
least two months and may even be twelve. The language factor is a limiting 
one, certain of the periodicals showing a strong Anglo-Saxon bias, and the funds 
at the disposal of the editing body also limit the coverage. HLT: 


10292 Ten years of “Library Science Abstracts’, H. A. Whatley. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 62 (5) May 1960, 143-145. 


This progress report (see also LSA 4482) by the editor discusses the problems 
of duplication in content of articles and the unpredictable nature of periodical 
publication as they effect the growth and development of LSA. The questions 
of back-issues, translations of abstracts, recruitment of abstracters, instructions 
for preparation of abstracts, and payment are touched upon. The results of 
appeals for comments and criticism are described and suggestions for improve- 
ment listed in order to invite further comment. Some suggestions have already 
been acted upon and the article ends with a glimpse into the near future when 
five changes in content and appearance will be made. C.A.Cr. 


10293 Obshchemetodicheskie problemy tekushchei otraslevoi biblio- 
grafii [General methodological problems in current subject bibliography] 
M. I. Levin. Sovet. Bibliogr., 2 (54), 1959, 14-28. 


Industrial growth influences the growth of technical bibliographies. Although 
such technical bibliographies are compiled for various subjects in the field of 
science, methods of bibliographic compilation should be worked out and stan- 
dardized in order to ensure speed and consistency. The All-Union Institute of 
Scientific and Technical Information is a pioneer in compiling methodological 
manuals for the use of editors and abstracters working on the Referativnyi 
Zhurnal. Methodology of the national bibliographies is also standardized. It 
is however, not yet clear if either of these two methodological systems is success- 
fully applicable to technical bibliographic compilations. Technical biblio- 
graphies should be annotated, the literature carefully selected to satisfy the 
demands of small specialized groups, and bibliographies should have the necessary 
indexes. Methodology for the selection of material to be included in the 
technical bibliography must be carefully worked out, and the art of writing 
informative and concise annotations should be taught more widely. In order 
to avoid duplication in compiling technical bibliographies, greater co-operation 
between the libraries should be fostered. One way of co-operating would be 
not only the exchange of information on subjects in which technical bibliographies 
are compiled, but possibly to exchange available annotations for repeated use in 
various technical bibliographies. E.B. 


10294 Miiszaki folydiratok tartalomjegyzékei [Contents’ lists of technical 
periodicals] Alajos Loczka. Miisz. Konyvtdr. Tdjékozt., 6 (3) 1959, 27-39 ; 
6 (4) 1959, 32-45. 

Detailed analysis of contents’ lists of technical journals, including comparison 
of contents’ lists in journals published in the USA, UK, Western Europe on one 
hand, and journals published in the people’s republics on the other hand. The 
journals, including their contents’ lists, published in the people’s republics show 
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a greater uniformity in their layout. Such uniformity is achieved mainly 
through the collaboration of authors, editors and publishers. The result of such 
standardization is a uniform contents’ lists, easily Jocated, with correct author, 
title and page citation. Such contents’ lists in turn are now being used more and 
more for bibliographic searches. In order to ascertain to what extent exactly 
contents’ lists lend themselves for bibliographic searches, the author discusses 
(i) aim of contents’ list seen from the reader’s point of view and from the journal's 
standpoint, (ii) place of contents’ list (front cover, inside of cover, part of a page, 
etc., (iii) type of contents’ list (brief, extensive, on a detachable fly-leaf, etc.), 
(iv) citation of author and pagination, (v) inclusion into contents’ list of news 
notes, book-reviews, congress information, and (vi) translation of titles. In 
order to obtain best bibliographic information contents’ lists should appear on a 
coloured, detachable fly-leaf, a short annotation should follow the title of the 
technical article, the title should be translated into one or two languages, and a full 
citation of books reviewed should be included. E.B. 


10295 Abbreviations of Russian scientific serial publications, Eva Lou 
Fisher. Amer. Doc., 10 (3) July 1959, 192-208. 


A list of 167 abbreviations giving full title in Cyrillic, transliteration and 
translation. An asterisk indicates cover-to-cover translations. T.B. 


10296 Is bibliographic standardization possible : Lib. Resources, 4 (1) 
Winter 1960, 67-70. 


An extract from the editorial comment in the Mental health book review index 
4 (2) July 1959, in which the problem of the divergence of bibliographic citation 
in abstracting journals and library catalogues is discussed. Editors and reviewers 
tend to quote a personal name, while librarians often prefer a corporate name as 
the heading. In cases of joint authorship a reviewer would credit the senior re- 
searcher with a monograph, even ifhe is not mentioned first on the title-page, while 
librarians often prefer corporate names as headings. It would seem impracticable 
to suggest that the two points of view can be completely reconciled, but if 
librarians are liberal with the added entries, at least one common point of entry 
could be achieved. SAT. 


DOCUMENTATION : General 


10297 Documentation in the second half of the twentieth century 
(with more special reference to the natural sciences), Herbert Coblans. 
Libri, 10 (1) 1960, 23-32. References. 


Progress in documentation is difficult to predict. Already there are full 
translations into English of over 80 Russian periodicals, a current catalogue of 
the Library of Congress produced by photo-offset and the promise of a similar 
one for the British Museum. Copies of out-of-print books can be made by 
xerography. The documentation machines foreseen by Vannevar Bush are 
becoming practical projects as microminiaturisation of electronic components 
progresses and classification research to permit easier information retrieval 
continues. The documentation of tapes and films is becoming complicated. 
Dubbing, faking and forgery are easy, and provenance is hard to establish. New 
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editions made by photo-methods from a single copy of a book may vary greatly 
in appearance, and description by cataloguers as yet has no basis of general 
agreement. Research on science documentation in progress includes : studies 
of the age and origin of articles cited ; the adequacy of abstracting service indexes; 
the useful life of scientific articles, primary publication and the complexities of 
multilingual international conferences. Rapid publication of new knowledge is 
essential if it is to be useful, but this often means hurried editing and poor book 
production. Discussions at conferences can be tape-recorded and edited before 
the scientists disperse, so that publication of the proceedings will not be delayed 
until they are of little use. Reports and other interim publications must be 
linked into the general literature References must be uniformly intelligible 
and transliteration to and from Russian standardised, with appropriate listing of 
articles cited Unesco, FID, IFLA and ISO must work on these problems to 
prevent the literature of science becoming irretrievable and unusable. D.,J.S. 


10298 Relationships in the patterns of bibliographic devices, John H. 
Gribbin. Lib. Q., 30 (2) April 1960, 130-139. 8 tables. 


A bibliographic device is a mechanism for the identification, organisation or 
location of specific segments of recorded knowledge, e.g. libraries, abstracting 
journals ad indexes to serial publications. Relationships, not necessarily causal, 
between the growth of these devices and literature growth can be accepted in 
general but can such relationships. be studied quantitatively ? Quantitative 
growth data were assembled and analysed on some devices in the subject fields of 
chemistry, geology and botany within the period 1901-50. Conclusions : (i) 
patterns of devices in the three subject fields develop similarly ; (ii) the size and 
number vary enormously ; (iii) little evidence of direct relationship between 
the growth of the bibliographic devices and the growth of related phenomena, 
e.g. industrial growth, education apparatus ; (iv) the growth pattern of all the 
devices as a whole in a subject field is predictable from the growth pattern of the 
ten largest devices in that field taken together ; (v) quantitative analysis of 
bibliographic devices is feasible and purposeful, having use in the understanding 
and improvement of bibliographic control. D.W. 


10299 National documentation services in Canada, Jack E. Brown. 
Spec. Libs., 51 (1) January 1960, 25-29. 


Deals only with documents and reports not distributed through commercial 
publishing channels : those issued mainly by government departments. In an 
outline of organized science in Canada, the functions, with emphasis on docu- 
mentation, of the National Research Council (NRC), the Defence Research 
Board, Atomic Energy of Canada Itd., and other government departments are 
indicated. The work of the NRC library and NRC translation services are 
briefly described. It is considered that the diffuse system of announcement for 
Canadian reports is unsatisfactory. The possibility of publishing a consolidated 
and annotated list is being studied. B.A. 


10300 Sur l’organisation des informations techniques et économiques 
en Tchecoslovaque [Organisation of technical and economic information 
in Czechoslovakia] K. Havlicek. Cahiers de doc., 13 (1) January 1959, 1-4. 

In 1946 a Centre was created to help metallurgical production. In 1949 this 
fused with the Centre for Economic Documentation. Since 1954 various 
libraries and documentation centres have been issuing abstracts and informative 
reviews of the state of certain subject fields. (i) Institute for Economic and Technical 
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Information (UTEIN) issues reports, analyses, etc. on foreign countries’ production 
and economies. A centralised record of translations is kept here and a bulletin 
is issued to advertise them. (ii) Library of the Large Technical Schools at Prague is 
the central national technical library and has 300,000v. It publishes a periodical 
of annotated references. A card bibliography is sent out and about 1,500 
bibliographies are compiled annually. (iii) Library of the State Office for Inventions. 
Different branches of the national economy have their own information networks 
made up of study sections of research institutes. (iv) Study Sections of the Research 
Institutes work on preliminary research so as to enable the researchers to begin 
work where foreign workers have left off. (v) 1,800 Technical Libraries in 
Industry take their services to the readers, e.g. the library of the foundries at 
Vitkovice with 120,000v. has set up 150 circulating libraries. There are centres 
to co-ordinate information within each branch. (vi) State Scientific Libraries at 
Prague, Brno, Bratislava, Plzen, Ostrava, Kosice, etc. E.G. 


10301 Kemiska centralférbundets litteraturtjanst — [Documentation 
service of the Central Chemical Association, Helsinki], Raili Komi. Tid. f. 
Dok., 15(6) 1959, 65-68. 

The Central Chemical Association was established on June 30, 1943, in 
Helsinki, its object being to serve as a link between companies and organizations 
of the Finnish chemical industry. The majority of chemical companies in the 
country are affiliated with the Association, and so are almost all of the research 
and educational institutions. The members number at present 112. The docu- 
mentation service of the Central Chemical Association covers publications, all 
kinds of library service, special information service and abstracting service. The 
connections of the Association with foreign literature and library centres are 
manifold. The newest form of activity of the Association is research on corrosion 
in the chemical industry. The documentation service in this field was begun at 
the same time as a special Corrosion Section was established. 12. 


10302 Documentation in Latin America, George Grossmann. Spec. Libs., 
51 (1) January 1960, 18-21. 

Consideration of Argentina, noted elsewhere [see LSA 10305] and of countries 
where little documentation activity is evident, is omitted. The industrialization 
of some of the Latin American countries is proceeding very quickly ; the need 
for documentation is also rapidly expanding and has necessitated changes in the 
traditional academic outlook. Documentation came to the area through 
Unesco after the second world war. By 1950 documentation centres in 
Montevideo and Mexico City had been set up ; a third centre, in Rio de Janeiro, 
was established in 1954. The activities of the Mexican and Brazilian centres 
are first described, followed by brief mention of other centres. A list of those 
mentioned and brief notes of their services are given. B.A. 


10303 Technical documentation in the Netherlands, Jan C. Diels. 
Spec. Libs., 50 (10) December 1959, 488-491. 

The document activities of the following agencies are briefly considered : 
the Koninkliijke Bibliotheek ; the Technische Hogeschool, Delft ; the Neder- 
lands Instituut voor Documentatie en Registratuur ; Technisch Documentatie 
en Informatie Centrum voor de Krijgsmacht ; the National Luchtvaart 
Laboratorium ; and the Bouwcentrum. Some industrial libraries are also 
mentioned briefly. B.A. 
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10304 International documentation in atomic energy, I. A. Warheit. 
Spec. Libs., 51 (1) January 1960, 7-10. 

Acquisition of documents is very difficult. Until a few years ago Americans 
were mainly interested in U.S. documents ; rapid post-war expansion in the 
rest of the world has made the documents of other countries very important. 
Since its inception the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission has assumed respon- 
sibility for atomic energy literature ; the Atomic Energy Acts specify this 
function. A three-part programme was embarked on to make AEC information 
available to all : (i) declassification of literature ; (ii) publishing ; (iii) document 
dissemination. The dissemination programme, including the publication of 
Nuclear Science Abstracts, the beginnings of international co-operation and formal 
co-operation agreements are considered. B.A. 


10305 Documentation in the field of atomic energy in Latin America, 
Emma Linares. Spec. Libs., 51 (1) January 1960, 22-24. 


Good information work is greatly hampered in the area by : (i) the tremen- 
dously wide scope of the field of study ; (ii) high costs of bibliographical 
materials ; (iii) the lack of foreign exchange to obtain these materials ; (iv) lack 
of national bibliographies, centralized catalogues in each country, and the 
scarcity of documentation centres. Nevertheless Latin American institutes are 
very active ; inter-library co-operation has been stimulated. A brief description 
of the acquisition policy of the Argentine Atomic Energy Commission library is 
followed by general notes for the guidance of atomic energy librarians in general. 
Suggestions for the improvement of the flow of atomic energy information 
between Latin America and the USA are given. 


10306 Literaturarbeit und Bauproduktion [Information work and 
building production] Walter Draheim. Dokumentation, 7 (2) March 1960, 
33-37. Diagr. 


Information work is defined as the collection of various kinds of literature, 
from books, technical journals, patents, etc., the preparation of this literature 
and its distribution throughout the factory by means of bulletins, studies and 
abstracts. A description is given of the system in use at the Central Technical 
Building Information Centre which is attached to the East German Building 
College in Berlin. Experiments are made or new techniques introduced in 
productivity institutes, factories, or professional organizations and these are 
written up. These accounts are printed and publicised by means of lectures and 
exhibitions. Information in the form of journal articles, technical books, lists 
of titles, etc., is collected by libraries and documentation centres. Material is 
obtained by purchase, presentation, or exchange. It is examined by experts in 
the following subjects: town building and architecture, civil engineering, 
materials, economics and production, to determine how useful it will be. The 
material is classified, indexed and stored for future reference. Information is 
divided into two kinds, active and passive. The first is that which must be made 
known and distributed by means of bulletins, and information studies or even by 
telephone, and the second, is that which will be used for enquiries as they occur. 
An account is also given of an experiment carried out among 41 building or- 
ganizations of different kinds to find out how to keep abreast of new develop- 
ments, how accounts of these could be used to the best advantage, and how 
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information work was organized in each of the 41 centres ranging from local 
authorities, trade unions, and technical schools to building materials factories. 
Only 28 had fully-developed information centres and it is suggested that there 
should be a national plan as there is in Czechoslovakia and the USSR. A flow 
diagram illustrates the collection and dissemination of active and passive infor- 
mation. D.A.H. 


10307 Information gathering patterns and creativity: a study of 
research chemists in an industrial research laboratory, Robert E. Maizell. 
Amer. Doc., 11 (1) January 1960, 9-17. 

An introduction deals with the general aspects of information gathering and a 
survey of 94 chemists is described. The semple was divided into three groups 
of creativity, Most, Middle and Least using five measures of creativity of which 
the most important was the opinion of supervisors. A comparison between the 
Most and Least groups was made and a list of twenty-four differences given. 
The author draws conclusions for information services and for future surveys 
on literature use. y 


10308 The Gmelin Institute and other West German documentation 
services, Dimitri R. Stein. Spec. Libs., 50 (10) December 1959, 492-496. 
References. 

A brief consideration of some West German bodies concerned with documenta- 
tion precedes a description of the main task of the Gmelin Institut—the compila- 
tion and publication of Gmelin’s Handbook of Inorganic Chemistry. An appendix 
lists organizations and publications mentioned in the paper. B.A. 


10309 Bibliographical organization of American history : notes on a 
continuing problem, James Kingsley. Amer. Doc., 10 (4) October 1959, 
270-273. 


Historical periodicals are not as numerous as scientific but the historian also 
uses monographs, government documents, compilations of sources, etc. Biblio- 
graphic organization has always been considered important by the historian and 
a numerical subject analysis of the periodicals indexed in Writings on American 
history is given. The chief disadvantage of the Writings is the publication lag, 
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the last year covered being 1952 and a gap 1941-47. The author -—" k 
T.B 


alternative sources. 


DOCUMENTARY REPRODUCTION and MECHANICAL 
AIDS 


10310 History of microform activity, Lester K. Born. Lib. Trends, 8 (3) 
January 1960, 348-358. References. 


Earlier copying methods led to the “discovery” of microfilm for library 
purposes in 1930. Since then various approaches, whether single or co-operative, 
have developed. These schemes, with comments on their scope and attainments, 
are discussed in relation to the general development of micro activity. T.W.H. 
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10311 Advances and goals in microphotography, Peter Scott. Lib. 
Trends, 8 (3) January 1960, 458-492. References. 


The following headings are used: microfilm equipment, materials, public 
education, systems study, research activity, and standards. Each topic is dis- 
cussed in its present state, and in its possible future development. T.W.H. 


10312 Production and uses of microfilm in the Library of Congress 
photoduplication service, Charles G. LaHood, Jr. Spec. Libs., 51 (2) 
February 1960, 68-71. 


A discussion of microfilm production with emphasis on recent applications, 
particularly at LC. The operation of the photoduplication service is first 
discussed. There are 30,000 rolls of microfilm in LC’s permanent collection, 
but long-run microfilming is only a very small part of the work done. LC 
does not produce micro-opaques, but its negative microfilms are used by others 
for their production. In 1958 Xerography was introduced in place of the 
conventional photographic methods previously in use for print enlargement. 
It is hoped to reproduce out-of-print catalogue cards by this method. At 
present 60°, of all orders to the photoduplication service are from libraries and 
more than 50° of all are in the fields of pure and applied science. B.A. 


10313 Micro-opaques, Gerald J. Sophar. Spec. Libs., 51 (2) February 1960, 
59-62. 2 references. 

The micro-opaque is not a subclass of the microfilm; it is a microform in its 
own right. Use of the micro-opaque has grown considerably during the past 
ten years ; its importance to the special library is increasing. Much important 


material has been issued in this form. This material is briefly mentioned, except 
for Wildlife Disease Journal which is discussed in detail. B. 


10314 Policy questions relating to library photoduplication labora- 
tories, Robert H. Muller. Lib. Trends, 8 (3) January 1960, 414-431. References. 


When should a library possess a laboratory ? Possession is an economic 
question, made difficult by the lack of any regional or national plan in the 
United States. Libraries with rare or valuable material should be prepared to 
make copies at a reasonable price. A commercial laboratory should be con- 
sidered if it can produce a cheaper service. Forty-seven laboratories attached to 
libraries do exist in the United States at present. The equipment needed for a 
library of 24m. books is listed in detail. T.W.H. 


10315 Copying methods as applied to library operations, Robert E. 
Kingery. Lib. Trends, 8 (3) January 1960, 407-413. References. 


Photography is valuable to the librarian because it reduces error, shortens 
elapsed time, is accurate and can be handled by lower paid groups of staff. It 
offers reproduction which may be either enlarged or reduced. It may be used 
in charging systems, for ordering books, and in cataloguing. The future use of 
photography will increase with the development of electrostatic methods. 


T.W.H. 
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10316 A practical system for documentation, Eugene Wall. Lib. J., 85 
(5) March 1, 1960, 889-897. Illus. 


Problems of viewpoint, generics, semantics and syntactics have to be faced in 
evolving a satisfactory information retrieval system. Two basic approaches to 
a solution are (i) prescription of a vocabulary ; (ii) redundancy, in indexing or 
searching. The former method is more successful in small collections covering 
a narrow subject area. The choice between redundant indexing and searching 
should be decided by economic considerations. Redundant searching is better 
for retrieval systems, but poses problems of selection of terms. Use of a thesaurus 
is a possible solution, but this would have to be limited to unit concept terms,.and 
the retrieval system based on concept co-ordination. The syntactical problems 
are intensified in redundant searching, and much non-pertinent material may be 
retrieved ; therefore role indicators should be used to produce a compromise 
between “noise” elimination and effective retrieval. Random arrangement 
and pre-filed systems are logically equivalent and equal in retrieval power, but 
in large collections pre-filing is better. However, the method of arrangement 
may be dictated by a decision to mechanise the index. G.E.H. 


10317 Aims in machine information storage and retrieval, Danicl 
Melcher. Lib. J., 85 (5) March 1 1960, 909-912. Photos. 


The use of machines in information searches is not as far developed as is 
sometimes supposed. No existing machinery can compete with the LC Card 
catalog. All mechanical systems depend on prior coding of the contents of 
the document, and there are at present no machine shortcuts to this. A more 
creative use for machines is in the charting of areas of information, showing 
gaps in coverage, which may suggest the need for research in certain areas. 
It may be that for some time to come, traditional methods of working will be 
more economical than machine literature searching. Research now progressing 
includes development of Shaw’s Rapid Selector, and of a system for retrieval 
and enlargement of microfilmed records reduced 100 times. Other possibilities 
involve the translation of information into machine language for storage in 
various forms. The information is usually limited to references to documents 
kept elsewhere. It is likely that developments in library applications of machine 
searching will occur first in the non-book areas of highly specialised libraries. 

G.E.H. 


10318 Les applications de la mécanographie dans la documentation 
archéologique [Uses of mechanical processes in archaeological documenta- 
tion] J. C. Gardin. Bull. bib. Fr., 5 (1-3) January-March 1960, 5-16. 

The use of mechanical processes such as the Peek-a-boo punched card system 
in documentary research, has salutory effects both from the practical point of 
view in that compilation is speeded up, and also theoretically since terminology 
has become more systematic and definite. The Centre d’analyse documentaire 


pour l’archéologie, f. 1957, has found this in its work in the various fields of | 


artistic representations (attic vases, coins), actual objects (weapons) and texts. 
The punched cards are in effect offering a combination of a corpus and an index. 
The repertoria established on them are inexpensive, they can be used with or 
without machines. Certain of them in conjunction with electronic selectors 
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can be used for research which is not merely documentary but directly scientific. | 
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10319 Punched cards in the library and information fields, John Davies. 
Aslib Proc., 12 (3) March 1960, 101-108. References. 


Deals with two uses of punched cards : (i) in information work for searching 
literature. At Merck, Sharp and Dohme Research Laboratories, 1,500 articles 
are indexed a year. The maximum time for searching a year’s intake is 15 
minutes. Classification and coding problems are briefly considered. (ii) For 
clerical and routine work such as cataloguing, ordering and issues. Gives full 
details of its use for the issue at Holborn P.L. Its advantages are speed (68 books 
issued in five minutes), decrease in errors, ease of operation, and the control 
of bookstock which photocharging does not possess. Sorting and interpretation 
of the punch-holes, when necessary, is mechanical. Gives brief details of 
manufacturers and their products. ACES. 


10320 Answering metallurgical questions by machine: a progress 
report, Marjorie R. Hyslop. Spec. Libs., 50 (9) November 1959, 435-442. 
Illus., tables, graph. 


Western Reserve University, financed by the American Society for Metals, 
has been working since 1955 on the possibility of machine searching of metal- 
lurgical literature ; this is now considered feasible. A high speed commercial 
version of the Western Reserve experimental machine is now being produced ; 
it is capable of searching 100,000 abstracts per hour. A searching, selecting and 
abstracting service of the world’s metallurgical literature is to be started by ASM 
early in 1960. Emphasis will be on speed, comprehensiveness, thorough in- 
dexing and efficiency of retrieval of papers ; no critical evaluation of information 
will be attempted. The general ASM abstracting service and the publication of 
its Review of Metallurgical Literature will still continue. Until more information 
has been coded for the machine the searching service will be limited to current 
materials. Subscribers will be supplied with information at specific intervals. 
Current literature citations can be fed into the machine within days of receipt 
at the information centre. Telegraphic abstracts are first made ; key words 
taken from the document are noted in English, machine coded and generic and 
synonymous terms are then provided, also by machine. Machine searching will 
not supplant good librarians, but will free them from much routine work. 
Those not having the services of a good librarian will benefit enormously. B.A. 


ARCHIVES, MANUSCRIPTS, BUSINESS RECORDS 


10321 The acquisition of manuscripts by institutional libraries, 
A. N. L. Munby. Papers of the Bibliog. Soc. of America, 54 (1) January-March 
1960, 1-15. 


Smaller institutions with limited means are chiefly considered. Three groups 
of manuscripts are discussed—medieval, collections of historical papers, and 
literary manuscripts. In the first group the collection of a series of 100 leaves 
and fragments of mss. from the 9th c. onwards is recommended to illustrate the 
development of different hands, reinforced by a dozen or so books from the 12th 
c. onwards chosen mainly for their interest as physical objects. If funds then 
permit manuscripts of interest as texts should be collected. Modern historical 
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papers are best left to the greatest institutional libraries partly because of accom- 
modation problems and because making them ready for use by readers can be a 
very heavy burden on a small staff, but chiefly because of problems of access. 
Modern literary manuscripts similarly present difficulties of copyright. M.E.E. 


10322 The Record Commissions, 1800-1837, Peter Walne. J. Soc. Archivists, 
2 (1) April 1960, 8-16. 

A summary of the activities and reports of the six Record Commissions whose 
work included the printing of original records but whose main achievement 
was the centralization of government records by the establishment of the Public 
Record Office in 1838. J.H.H. 


10323 The local record office and the historians’ apprenticeship, 
Thomas G. Barnes. J. Soc. Archivists, 2 (1) April 1960, 25-33. 


In a generation, with the growth of university education, what is now a thin 
trickle of university students visiting the local record office will become a flood. 
The record office can help them by preserving its intimacy and informality, but 
even more through its sources. Local subjects, because of their geographical 
delimitation, are admirable for theses, including Ph.D.s. Local records are a 
good training ground, in palaeography and diplomatic, for works on the more 
difficult central government records. The local record office can also cater for the 
historian in embryo, the schoolboy, by exhibitions, school-party visits, but, best 
of all, by attracting teachers to work on the records. The record offices will be 
increasingly used, too, by foreign students making comparative studies of local 
institutions. J.H.H. 


10324 Records of the trade union movement, E. J. Hobsbawm. Archives, 
4 (23) Lady Day 1960, 129-137. 

Britain is uniquely rich in trade union records but they are scattered, largely 
unsurveyed, and rather difficult to use at present. They comprise chiefly rule 
books, accounts, reports, minutes, and correspondence. They are subject to 
hazards of change of premises, lack of staff, and amalgamation. Historians now 
have a good approximate picture of centrally held records in several industries 
but knowledge of local trade unionism is much scantier. Trade union records 
are essential to all social and economic historians of modern Britain : they are 
major sources of information about the evolution of wages and unemployment, 
local variations in labour conditions, working class biography, and working 
class education. J.H.H 


10325 The publication of English records: some reflections on Mr. 
Mullin’s Texts and Calendars, G. D. Ramsay. Archives, 4 (23) Lady Day 
1960, 138-148. 

The publication of texts and calendars of English records by the authority of 
the government, which rose to two great waves in the 19th and early 20th 
century, has declined catastrophically in the last generation. The total output 
for the 1950’s is iess than a quarter of that of the 1860’s or 1890’s (and compare 16 
volumes of the Rolls series alone published in the single year 1858). Historians 
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are perhaps as much to blame as anyone for not urging more rapid publication. 
By contrast, record societies are flourishing as never before. Their support, 
previously chiefly from landowners and clergy, now comes mainly from in- 
stitutions ; most are managed by university teachers. They should not publish 
finished historical works nor documents linked by subject rather than archive 
contiguity. From time to time they might co-operate nationally to publish a 
series (e.g. tax records for a particular year) simultaneously. J.H.H 


10326 Les Archives en Yougoslavie [Archives in Yugoslavia] Cahiers de 
doc., 12 (9) November 1958, 109-110. 


All historical material is under State protection. Private property is sold to 
the national archives and is then distributed to the archive best suited to preserve 
it. There are 61 national depots and 20 special depots. The federal archives 
take care of material from central institutions and important historical material. 
The archives of popular republics preserve material of local interest. [The most 
important municipal and republican archives are here described]. The special 
archives keep the records of certain State institutions and social organisations ; 
the most important are the military, communist, and foreign affairs. Cultural 
and scientific institutions can keep their own collections. E.G. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY : Historical and descriptive 


10327 Die Konferenz der Inkunabelbibliothekare sozialistischer 
Lander in Berlin, 11. bis 12 August 1959 [Conference of incunabula 
librarians of socialist countries in Berlin, August 11-12, 1959] Hans Liilfing. 
Z. f. Bib. 73 (6) 1960, 489-501. 


The union catalogue of incunabula (Gesamtkatalog der Wiegendrucke) was begun 
in 1904, and the first volume was published in 1925, although the listing of 
foreign ones was incomplete. After the second world war it was found possible 
to continue work on the manuscript, but not on the printing of it. This con- 
ference was to decide what part could be played by foreign libraries with stocks 
of incunabula, beginning with those of the neighbouring socialist countries, 
and was to continue the work of the Unesco symposium of 1958 in Vienna. 
After introductory speeches and an examination of the present state of the 
catalogue, the Conference considered reports from the delegates of Poland, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Rumania. The following resolutions were then 
passed : (i) That the national libraries of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and 
the German Democratic Republic should be responsible for work on the catalogue. 
(ii) That specialist personnel from co-operating countries should assist in the 
editorial work in Berlin. (iii) That intending librarians of incunabula should 
make a more intensive study of palaeography and mediaeval languages. (iv) 
That Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary should report to Berlin all recent 
changes in their holdings. (v) That the exchange of all aids to carrying out this 
work should be contemplated. (vi) That the Manuscripts and Incunabula 
division of the National Library of Berlin should undertake the drawing up of a 
plan for further work on the catalogue. D.S.R. 
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10328 The Offor Bunyan books at Elstow, Richard Offor. Lib. Assn. Rec., 
62 (4) April 1960, 117-120. Illus. 

Describes the work of George Offor (1787-1864) in collecting and editing the 
works of John Bunyan. His fine library was almost completely destroyed by 
fire shortly after his death and the writer has spent many years trying to build 
up a similar collection. By his diligence, the generosity of the British Museum, 
and the assistance of the Bedfordshire County Council, about 700v. of editions 
and translations of Bunyan’s works have been gathered and displayed in the 
recently-restored Moot Hall at Elstow, the village of Bunyan’s birth, making a 
chird Bedfordshire treasure-house of Bunyan bibliography. A list of 12 cent. 
editions of Bunyan’s works is included. C.A.Cr. 


10329 Thomas J. Wise : centenary studies, edited by William B. ‘Todd. 
Texas Q., 2(4) Winter 1959, Supplement. 128p. Illus., index. 

Includes (i) John Carter, Thomas J. Wise in perspective. (A review of the 
Wise affair with suggested lines for further research). (ii) T. J. Wise, Letters to 
J. E. Cornish, 30th April-22nd August 1894, with commentary by W. B. Todd. 
(iii) T. J. Wise, Letter to Sir Edmund Gosse, 16th February 1897, with com- 
mentary by Graham Pollard. (iv) Graham Pollard, The case of The Devil’s Due ; 
another Swinburne pamphlet condemned as a forgery. (v) T. J. Wise, Intro- 
duction to the Browning Library, 1929, with commentary by W. B. Todd. (vi) 
Graham Pollard, The scope for further typographical analysis, and (vii) William 
B. Todd, A handlist of Thomas J. Wise. In this last study the printings now 
attributed to, or tentatively connected with, T. J. Wise are listed, and the in- 
vestigations since 1934 (the date of Carter and Pollard’s Enquiry into the nature of 
certain 19th century pamphlets) recorded. G.L.H. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : General services and national bibliographies 


10330 Increasing international understanding: an introduction to 
the publications of international organizations, Herbert K. Ahn. Culif. 
Lib., 21 (1) January 1960, 29-36. 

Notes on outstanding publications issued by the United Nations Organization 
and its specialised agencies, and also by supranational organisations, e.g. Council 
of Europe, EPA, OEEC, NATO, in Europe ; the Middle East, South East Asia, 
the South Pacific, and Latin America. W. 


10331 Carlos Manuel Trelles y Govin. Breves datos biograficos. 
“La biblioteca geografica cubana”. “La biblioteca histérica cubana”, 
y “La biblioteca cientifica cubana” [Carlos Manuel Trelles y Govin. 
Short biographical notes] Maria de los Angeles Acosta Espinosa. Cuba Bib., 4 
(4) October-December 1959, 73-82. 

Trelles (1866-1951), Cuba’s greatest bibliographer and librarian of the Biblio- 


teca Marti de la Camara de Representantes for more than twenty years, is unique | 


in America as a compiler of national bibliographies, for he covered the period 
1606-1916. His major compilations, all of them systematically arranged, are : 
Biblioteca geogrdfica cubana (1920), which lists 3,250 books, pamphlets and 
periodical articles: Biblioteca histérica cubana (1922-26. 3v.), invaluable for 
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primary and secondary source material on Cuba, listing 17,000 books, pamphlets 
and periodical articles ; and Biblioteca cientifica cubana (1918-19. 2v.), listing 
9,500 items. This last work includes an expansion of Trelles’ Bibliografia médico- 
farmacéutica cubana, 1707-1905. Detailed notes are given on the three main 


1960, 5-13. 


The basis of the bibliography is Irish civilisation and it embodies all books 
published anywhere, which deal with any Irish subject or aspect of Irish civilisa- 
tion, or written by or concerning any Irishman, and also all books published in 
Ireland, regardless of subject or date of publication. Its contents include printed 
books, pamphlets, newspapers, periodicals, proclamations, manuscripts and 
archives, maps, drawings, photographs and filmed material. Non-book 
materials are admitted as much of the Irish civilisation is recorded in libraries 
and archives outside the country. The bibliography is arranged in four main 
sections: (i) persons ; (ii) subjects ; (iii) places; (iv) time, with repeated 
references. There will be a complete index. The whole will contain about 
100,000 printed books and pamphlets, 60,000 manuscripts, 8,000 articles from 
Irish periodicals and 60,000 items from other groups of material. It should fit, 
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| | compilations. AJ.W. 

é‘ 10332 Irish national bibliography, R. J. Hayes. Leabharlann, 18 (1) March 
t 
{ 


i) with overlapping spaces on the cards, on to 30 100 foot rolls of 35mm. microfilm. 
M4 The bibliography is being typed on 5 by 3 inch cards, with the ultimate aim of 
~ microfilming. New material will be added as found, but when the work is 
- considered reasonably complete, other libraries will be able to purchase positive 
of copies of the film. KJ.E. 


10333 Spanish present day official publications: notes on biblio- 
{ graphical sources, James B. Childs. Annals of Lib. Sci., 6 (3) September 1959, 
, 69-76. 


The bibliographical sources of Spanish official publications such as monthly 
classified record of books, copyright lists, serial publications and directory of 
official agencies are indicated. It is mentioned that there would seem to be 
4 evidence of a very considerable and increasing body of official publications being 
if, | issued and published by the various ministries and other instrumentalities of the 

Spanish Government, to which no overall record exists either currently or 
on | fetrospectively. The publications issued by various Government agencies are 
cil enumerated. The importance of Government publications and the need for 
ia, proper overall bibliographical control is emphasized. C.A.Cr. 








———— 


10334 New directions in Soviet planned bibliography, Thomas J. 
os. | Whitby. Coll. & Res. Libs., 21 (1) January 1960, 9-12. References. 


Ay Reports of the 1959 Moscow conference on bibliography show that the period 
in. 1959-1965 will see all-out efforts in Soviet bibliography. It is considered that 
,4 > improvements in current bibliography are needed, particularly where indexing 

_ is concerned ; a bigger and more complete periodical index is to be started. 
ha The conference recommended that Technical Literature News be restarted and that 
ue | catalogue cards of foreign articles abstracted by the All-Union Institute of 
‘od | Scientific and Technical Information be issued. Co-ordination of the work of 
ve: | the main institutions dealing with selected bibliography was recommended. 

It is in regional bibliography that the greatest advances are likely : comprehensive 

' plans were approved at the conference. These will be greatly helped by the 
_ system of legal deposit in force. Strengthening of work on the bibliography of 


and 
for 























168 LIBRARY SCIENCE ABSTRACTS 

bibliographies was urged, greater note to be taken of foreign efforts in this field. F 11 
The formation of an all-union professional association of librarians and biblio- C 
graphers was suggested ; the newly formed Council on Library Problems is 
working on this. B.A. ‘o 
10335 Bibliograficheskoe delo v Belorusskoi SSR [Bibliography in la 
Belorussia] I. B. Simanovskii. Sovet Bibliogr., 2 (54) 1959, 29-48. yr 


The Letopis’ Belorusskoi Pechati [Annals of Belorussian publication] were Ill 
first issued as a supplement to the journal Asveta in 1924 ; the bibliography was XY 
issued as an independent monthly publication between 1925-1941. During | co 
1941-44 some irregular numbers were published ; since 1947 the national , ¢, 
bibliography has been a regular quarterly publication, issued by the State Lenin i 
Library of the Belorussian SSR. The national bibliography includes books, } 49 
pamphlets, music, maps, journal and newspaper articles. A cumulative index for 
1953-58 was in preparation in 1959, with plans for keeping up thereafter quin- 





quennial cumulative indexes. A bibliography of periodicals published in 1% 
Belorussia during 1917-1957 is in preparation, and a preliminary edition of about ro 
1,000 Belorussian newspapers is being compiled. A bibliography of publications Ph 


issued by the Belorussian Academy of Sciences, 1928-1938, and a bibliography 
of dissertations of the Belorussian State University are being completed. Regular Jan 
statistical surveys of Belorussian publishing have been issued since 1956. Among 
the regional bibliographies mention is made of the series “Belorussian writers” 


and “Belorussian literature, 1917-57”, as well as “Belorussian SSR reflected in | Zo 
the publications of the SSSR”. A number of annotated bibliographies for pi 


recommended reading in the field of political science, history, agriculture, etc. lib 

have been issued. So far the greatest lag is apparent in the lack of adequate | 17 

scientific and technical bibliographies. Better bibliographic services are expected 51 

to materialize when the centralized subject cataloguing system has been fully { \ 
) 





developed. E.B. = 
10336 An evaluation of U.S. document bibliography, Philip Shore. | Led; 
Lib. Resources, 4 (1) Winter 1960, 34-43. Tables. arou 


A more detailed analysis of two of the questions sent to U.S. libraries by | an 


subcommittee of the House of Representatives to study Federal printing and 1960) 
paper work. One of the questions, the answers to which are studies in detail | 
here, related to the Monthly Catalog. Improvements suggested included more } 
complete coverage, fuller indexing, aud more consistency of entry, especially for , 
subject headings. The second question related to other lists or bibliographies of | Typ 
government documents which have ceased publication, but are still needed or ’ 

used by libraries, especially Documents Catalog and the 1909 Checklist. J.A.T. 
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T 

10337 The plight of the subject bibliographer, A. J. Walford. Lib. Rev. am 
(134) Summer 1960, 403-408. | methe 

Discussion on the procedure for compiling-a subject bibliography, in which / capital 
consideration is given to the following points : checking work already in hand) lower 
by other bibliographers ; the advisability of setting national limits to coverage; idea is 
the importance of adequate annotation ; the problem of selectivity ; co screen 
operative bibliographies ; and the publishing of supplements. Many biblio-) More 
graphies are quoted to illustrate the author’s ideas. C.P.A. — multip 
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10338 Library resources for classical studies, William Vernon Jackson. 
Coll. and Res. Libs., 20 (6) November 1959, 459-468, 486. 79 references. 


There are many large libraries in the USA ; there are also special collections 
and materials in all subject fields. Guides to these special collections are often 
lacking. This paper attempts to synthesize the information given mainly in 
published guides and is therefore not an exhaustive survey. The resources of 
the major libraries : Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 
Illinois, Northwestern and California universities, Library of Congress, New 
York Public Library, and some other libraries are first considered. Special 
collections of works of individual authors are then briefly noted ; nearly all of 
these were originally assembled by individual book collectors. B.A. 


10339 [Other subject bibliographies]. 

British books on astronomy, G. J. Whitrow. Brit. Bk. News, (237) May 
1960, 297-302. Books on Buddhism published in the Soviet Union, 
O. Volkova. Maha Bodhi, 68 (2) 1960, 43-45. Reproduction of documentary 
information, Loretta J. Kiersky. Spec. Libs., 51 (2) February 1960, 72-77. 
Photocopying by libraries and copyright, Miles O. Price. Lib. Trends, 8 (3) 
January 1960, 432-447. Basic books on descriptive and applied economics, 
T. H. Bowyer. Brit. Bk. News, (236) April 1960, 225-230 (See LSA 10093). Early 
works on education. Educ. Libs. Bull., (7) Spring 1960, 34. Indo-English 
literature, H. N. Rangachar. Ind. Lib., 14 (2) September 1959, 67-69. English 
law, M. Morton. Lib. World, 61 (718) April 1960, 201-206. Books and 
pamphlets on Canadian libraries and librarianship and some Canadian 
library periodicals, A. Pamela Hardisty. ALA Bull., 54 (4) April 1960, 
313-314. Tools for the military librarian, Florine A. Oltman. Spec. Libs., 
51 (3) March 1960, 112-114. Technical literature sources for military 
libraries supporting research and development, Charlotte F. Chesnut. Spec. 
Libs., 51 (3) March 1960, 128-130. Eighteenth century music, Gillian M. 
Ledger. Lib. World, 61 (719) May 1960, 225-228. Magazines for the youth 
around the world, Lavinia Dobler. Lib. J., 85 (8) April 15 1960, 1647-49. 
Reference books of 1959 ; ed. by Helen M. Fooke. Lib. J., 85 (8) April 15 
1960, 1513-21. The social studies, Jack A. Clarke. Spec. Libs., 51 (2) February 
1960, 78-83. 


THE ART OF THE BOOK: Paper, typography, binding, 
illustration 


: “10340 Capitals, twin- and multi-print, G. van den Bergh. Typographica, 
» (16) 1960, 10-19. Illus. 


b Rev. 


which 
1 hand 
erage}, 
; 
se 
P.A. 





The rising cost of paper is making the cost of books prohibitive, and the use of 
microtexts has serious drawbacks. The author has experimented with various 
methods of cutting down the amount of paper needed in books. Setting text in 
capitals only, to save the space occupied by the ascenders and descenders of 
lowercase, can reduce paper consumption by one-third. An extension of this 
idea is to set the lines very close together and to read the page with the aid of a 
screen which blots out alternate lines : in this method the text of two or even 
more pages can be printed on a single page. With full application of this 
multiprint principle a 320 page book could be printed on 40 pages, and expensive 
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binding would no longer be needed, so that the final price of sucha bookneed be | 10 

no more than one-third of the conventionally produced version. Should further , 19 

economies become necessary, printing lines in red and green on top of one another 

and reading the black-appearing lines through spectacles of the reverse colour is thi 

a possibility. C. bo 
the 
set 


10341 Why did the great books die ? Harold Lamb. Calif. Lib, 21(2) | | 
April 1960, 99-102. Ke 
The first printers had to compete with the manuscript, and designers of metal } ma 
types imitated the best manuscript lettering available to them ; also the challenge | 
of oriental manuscripts stirred western printers to greater efforts. By the 1470's 
printers had emerged from their apprenticeship to the manuscript and the 4 Ca 
printed book essentially as we know it had developed. Frequently printers had 1 
to borrow money to complete their work and some came under the control of | Pre 
bankers. It was the need to make printing commercially successful which drove | 15su 
Aldus to invent the pocket edition. Many imitators and the wildfire spread of | §!V. 
popular editions caused quality of printing generally to deteriorate. The incl 
pioneers were single men who in their inspiration mastered the various problems Me: 
—typefounding, printing, illustrating, editing and selling—which, with I the 


f 
. 


petition, cheapening prices and the need to market increasing numbers, were 193 
handled by individuals. The decline did not take place everywhere at a given § ten 
time but by 1530 the age of the great book was at an end, although notable boo 


volumes were still to appear. G.H. 103. 
| Am 

10342 William Norris and the Kelmscott Press, T. H. Ersites. American refe: 
Book Collector, 10 (3) November 1959, 19-25. Illus., notes. | M 
A resumé of Morris’s typographical achievements, which concludes that his } — 
direct influence on commercial publishing has been far greater than manyf Wr 
critics allow. Cc. four 
and 

folds 


10343 Contemporary pressbook design, In Private press books 1959 edited’ Som 
by Roderick Cave and Thomas Rae, (North Harrow, Private Libraries Associa! Ame 


tion, 1960), 1-5. _ leave 
The contemporary private press is a new generation, and few of the presses’ with 
operating between the wars have survived into the present time, when the) Wére 
average press is a strictly part-time concern run by one man (sometimes assisted} Sefioi 
by his family) with no idea of making a profit. Recently there has been 4) stitch 
tendency for these very small presses to group themselves into ‘chapels’ to By th 
produce books collectively. Most books issued are small in size, an octavo of and i 
about 8 in. by 5 in. being most common though some are even smaller. Few ak, 
| 


of the presses use uncommon typefaces, which is to be regretted as they could 
usefully experiment with some of the good foundry types which are not available Off 


on composing machines and seldom used for books. Handmade papers (pat- di Ca 
ticularly Japanese) are still extensively used in the USA; in Britain most presse} SOme¢ 
concentrate on good machine-made papers. | In illustration, wood-engravings! = pr 

ung 


are still used extensively, but have been replaced in popularity by the linocut) 

which has been used with great effect by several presses. Bindings tend to be P 

very simple, patterned paper covers being the commonest. Unlike the pro/ worki 

ductions of most pre-war presses, practically all the books issued today are origin’) °Panus 
Cc 


work, some of it of very considerable literary merit. an “7 I 
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10344 The Dolmen Press, Michael G. Freyer. Private Lib., 3 (2) April 
1960, 10-14. 

This press was established by Liam Miller, a Dublin architect, in 1951, with 
the object of publishing the works of Irish authors and encouraging the arts of 
book-illustration. At first the press’s equipment was very limited, so that of 
the earliest books only two pages could be printed at a time. These were usually 
set in Caslon or Bodoni ; a Gaelic type was designed for the press in 1954 but 
has not yet been cut. In 1955 Miller found it necessary to devote all his time to 
printing, and since then the press has undertaken commercial work although 
maintaining the same high standards as for its own publications. . 


10345 The Ward Ritchie Press and the sign of the bull and anchor. 
Calif. Lib., 21 (2) April 1960. 4p. insert. 

The cover of this issue illustrates the printer’s mark used by the Ward Ritchie 
Press. It is planned to illustrate other Californian printers’ marks in future 
issues, and a part of the plan is to ask each printer to print a four-page insert, 
giving a brief history of the press, describe the origin of the mark and perhaps 
include a list of publications. Antonio de Espinosa who began to print in 
Mexico City in 1559 used the first printer’s mark in the Americas and he chose 
the bull skull and the anchor. This was adopted by the Ward Ritchie Press in 
1934, although the first imprints of Ward Ritchie date from 1929. The Press has 
tended to specialize in contemporary writing in Southern California and has issued 
books by Aldous Huxley, Robinson Jeffers and Lawrence Clark Powell. G. H. 


10346 Introductory notes on the history of bookbinding in Spanish 
America, Lawrence S. Thompson. Libri, 10 (1) 1960, 10-22. Photos., 
references. 

Mayan and Aztec hieroglyphic mss. of the 15th and 16th c. on bark or hide 
were painted on the verso of the first leaf and the recto of the second. These 
were attached at the inner margin. The third leaf was painted on the verso, the 
fourth on the recto, the second being joined to the third at the outer margin 
and the third to the fourth at the inner margin, the continuous strip being 
foldable into a kind of codex book. Joins were by glue or leather thongs. 
Some 16th c. Mexican books on amatl fibre had a text in Spanish script in an 
American language and conventional painted Aztec illustrations, the single 
leaves being sewn together at the folds, but most were in the European tradition, 
with a vellum binding folded over the first leaf of the book. Official documents 
were decoratively bound, e.g. the Libro General de la Contaduria del Rey Nuestro 
Sefior for 1588 in a portfolio with flap, done in gold flower designs and ribs 
stitched with coloured ribbons. Early printers also bound their own books. 
By the 18th c. the art of Padeloup and Derome was reflected in Spanish America, 
and imaginative decoration with indigenous interpretations of the European 
conventions appeared. In the 19th c. romantic styles and the ‘cathedral style’ 
with pointed gothic windows became popular. In Uruguay, the Escuela de Artes 
y Oficios of Montevideo established a binding atelier in 1881 under Eduardo Como 
di Candia, which did edition bindings for schools and government agencies, and 
some individualized bindings. In the Universidad de Trabajo of Montevideo 
the professor of binding is Pedro Gonzalez Sorondo, who has directed work by 
young Uruguayan binders. Modern binders include Julien Leprétre in Argen- 
tina, Abraham Contreras in Chile, José Maria Acosta in San Salvador and others 
working in Bogot4, Caracas, Quito and Havana. Most edition binding in 
Spanish America is poor in materials and decoration, but an increasing demand 
may lead to the production of better work. DJ.S. 
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10347 Bookbinding problems and promises: steps towards a re- 


valuation of standards, Frank L. Schick. Lib. Resources, 4 (2) Spring 1960, , 


131-138. Tables, bibliog. 


During the last 25 years bookbinding has been given very little attention in 
the professional literature in the United States, yet it represents a quite substantial 
item in library expenditure. Upwards of $7m. is spent annually on binding or 
rebinding, which represents 2.7°/, of total expenditure. The question of binding 
operations, and whether home binderies should be set up is next dealt with. 
Lastly, the author outlines the development of bookbinding standards in the 
United States culminating in the ASA Z39 ASA standard for book binding for 
libraries : library binding (rebinding) and binding of periodicals, newspapers and special 
volumes. Late in 1959 a Bookbinding committee of ALA-RTSD entered into 
informal discussions with the Council on Library Resources and an outline of 
research on performance standards and acceptance tests is here outlined. J.A.T. 


10348 William Blake and the art of the book, A. C. Sewter. Manch. 
Rev., 8, Winter 1959-60, 360-373. Illus. 

During his lifetime Blake never allowed any of his writings, except advertise- 
ments, to be printed from ordinary printer’s type, and he appears to have been 
the first person of his time to express his dissatisfaction with commercial printing. 
Neither of the two main 18th century processes for printing illustrations, woodcut 


and copperplate, could easily be printed with the text. To overcome this | 


Bewick developed the process of wood-engraving, and had considerable influence. 
Blake’s reform was more thorough, but less practical for commercial work. He 
tried to bring all processes of production into the hands of a single artist- 
craftsman. He printed the whole of the page, text as well as illustrations, from 
a single plate, treated as a relief block. Two small pamphlets, probably to be 
dated 1788, precede the Songs of innocence of 1789, and the technique was further | 
improved in Songs of experience. By 1793 Blake was designing a double-page 
opening as a unity, and in that year and 1794 he was at the height of his achieve- 
ment as a book designer. The books were not a financial success, and, on the 


whole, after 1795 the productions are less successful visually than the earlier” 


works. In Blake’s later years his greatest contribution lay in the illustration of | 
other people’s texts, his supreme achievement being the illustrative plates for the 
Book of Job, published by Linnell in 1826. Since these were not accompanied by | 
text they did not contribute to the art of the book as a whole, as did Blake's 
illuminated books of the 1790’s. C.WJ.H. 


AUTHORS, PUBLISHERS, READERS 


10349 Lending right for authors. Bookseller, (2830) 19th March 1960," 
1346-53. 


A resumé of a memorandum prepared by a committee (Chairman: Sir Alan | 
Herbert) of the Society of Authors, published under the title Public lending right if 
authors, publishers and librarians. It examines the problem of proper recognition 
and reward for the author’s contribution in public book lending. A draft Bill) 
is printed as an appendix to the memorandum : an outline is included here 
Notes are included on the position of publishers, copyright libraries and authors. 

T.W.H. 
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10350 The Plantin breviaries : a case study in the sixteenth-century 
business operations of a publishing house, Robert M. Kingdon. Biblio- 
theque d’humanisme et renaissance, 22 (1) 1960, 133-150. References. 


Describes the production and sale of breviaries by Plantin in the period 1555- 
1589. Four methods of distribution are discussed (i) direct retail sales, (ii) sales 
at the Frankfurt book fair, (iii) wholesale sales to other booksellers, and (iv) sales 
in large lots to individual buyers. Publication on this scale in the 16th century 
depended upon (i) political patronage, and (ii) the inclusion in the publisher’s list 
of at least one book appealing to the religious market. [See also Plantin the 
publisher. Bookseller, (2832) 2nd April 1960, 1522-24]. G.L.H. 


10351 Making the Encyclopaedia Britannica, John Armitage. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 62 (5) May 1960, 146-149. 


The London editor describes the preparation and publication routine which 
operates to give the continuous revision essential in such a leading encyclopedia. 
The London and Chicago offices and editors are helped by a single policy-making 
board. All knowledge is divided as far as practicable into 57 large groups of 
subjects named “‘classifications”. Each has one adviser, or consultant in general 
charge, although many classifications have advisers for their numerous sections 
in addition. These advisers are not staff members but are the leading authorities 
in their subjects and are scattered throughout the world. When a classification 
is to be revised all articles in it are pasted up on to sheets of paper and sent to the 
Consultant who surveys the subject as a whole, decides on its break-up and 
assists in the distribution of the parts to the appropriate reviser who must consider 
the articles individually to assess their current worth and need for revision. He 
also suggests deletions of articles or the need for new ones. Each classification 
has an editor on the staff who is responsible for getting the articles back and for 
all publication problems in his subject area. His is the task of fitting copy into 
space available and into the general pattern of the Encyclopaedia. Some of the 
huge problems of printing and binding, as well as the difficulties which arise 
from this type of international co-operation, e.g. bias, translation, are described. 

C.A.Cr. 


10352 The state of microtext publications, John A. Riggs. Lib. Trends, 
8 (3) January 1960, 372-379. References. 


The availability of so much material in microtext forms poses severa] problems 
for the librarian. The question, is the material really required ? must always 
be considered. The acquisition of microforms needs a staff which is able to use 
them to the full. The cost of storage, and the lack of sufficient bibliographic 
control are also discussed. Certain material for which this form of publication 
is not suitable is suggested. T.W.H. 


10353 The need to read, Francelia Goddard. Wilson Lib. Bull., 34 (8) April 
1960, 586-588. Chart. 
A chart relating the child’s behaviour sequence between the ages of 2 and 14 


to his probable book interests gives the tendencies and characteristics of each age 
and suggests briefly the type of reading preferred at that age. C.A.Cr. 
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10354 Edward Edwards reconsidered, W. A. Munford. Lib. Rev., (133) 
Spring 1960, 310-313 ; (134) Summer 1960, 410-414. 


An account of the career of Edwards, who began his working life as an { 


apprentice bricklayer, subsequently becoming a supernumerary cataloguer at 
the British Museum. In 1851 he was appointed the first public librarian of 
Manchester, and after his dismissal eight years later, he worked at Oxford at 
Queen’s College, Corpus Christi, and the Bodleian. He died in retirement in 
the Isle of Wight in 1886. Apart from the years 1851-58, when he was Chief 
Librarian in Manchester, Edwards earned his living as a cataloguer. He was not 
a good cataloguer and has been criticised for verbosity and inaccuracy. As an 
author he produced the two-volume work Memoirs of libraries (1859), a combined 
history of libraries and manual of administration. This was followed by Free 
town libraries ten years later. 1868 saw the publication of a Life of Raleigh, the 
result of much work on Raleigh material at the Privy Council Office, Hatfield 
House, and the British Museum. He also published a 362-page guide to Exmouth 
and its neighbourhood. C.P.A. 


10355 Robert Naumann, Edith Rothe. Z. f. Bib. u. Bib., 6 (4) 1959, 335-343, 


An account of the life and work of the Leipzig librarian Robert Naumann 
(1809-1880) on the occasion of the hundred and fiftieth anniversary of his birth. 
C.P.A. 
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